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speaker? Is there a particular aspect of search and rescue you think — 


What Do You Want to 
See at SARSCENE 
2000? 


ARSCENE 2000 will feature 

the usual mix of hands-on 

presentations, lectures, a trade 
show, the SARSCENE Games and 
demonstrations. 

Trying to create an exciting program 
for workshop participants is always a challenge. _ 
You can help us by letting us know what information you would — 
like to see in Laval. Do you know someone who would make a great 


“The Cosmodome is just 
one of the attractions 
‘in Laval, Quebec. 


needs addressing? Let us know and we'll do our best to include your 
input in our program. 
SARSCENE 2000 is all about co-operation and nibs 
so take a few minutes to share your suggestions and ideas! a» 
Send suggestions to: 


Louise Pilloud, 

SARSCENE 2000 NSS chair 

Chief, Communications and Marketing 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
275 Slater Street, 4th Floor 

Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 

Tel: (613) 996-2642 or I 800 727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 

E-mail: louisep @nss.ge.ca 


In Search of Partners for 
Upcoming SARSCENE Workshops 


ave you ever wondered how we decide _ 

where SARSCENE workshops will be 

? i : 
held! The Nanonal Sear and’ Rescue National Search and Rescue Secretariat E 
Secretariat has criteria which need to be — 275 Slater Street, 4th Floor — Se 
met for each workshop including the ease a HM KIA OK2 ae 
: deg Tel: (613) 996-2642 or 1 800 727 fai i 
of transportation, and the availability of Fax: (613) 996-3746 
meeting space and accommodation. E-mail: louisep@nss.gc.ca a 
The most important element of all is a ' 


Jennifer Reaney, NSS 

Marketing and Communications Officer — 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat — 
275 Slater Street, 4th Floor 

Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 
Tel: (613) 996-2642 or I 800 727- 9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 
E-mail: jreaney@nss &C.CA 


For more information or to send 
a submission, please contact: 


Louise Pilloud, Chief Client Services 


partner! Each year we partner with a local DEADLINE 
tisha YEAR REGION SUBMISSION 

volunteer organization to host and plan the 
workshop. If you think your area would be mn 62002 ~=—S East 1July,2000 | 
an appropriate venue for a future workshop, | 2003 Central 1 July, 2001 ( a 
please take note of the schedule and contact 2004 = West 1 July, 2002 
us for information on how to submit a Please note that the schedule for Future 

SARSCENEs printed in the Spring 99 issue 
proposal. ae contained an error in the dates. 
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SARSCENE'S: 
Soins) Sloss 


Its that time of year when sunny skies give you more energy and you vow fo finally clean out 
those closets and make room in the garage for your car. 
Here at SARSCENE we've decided it's time fo come fo ferms with our ever-expanding mailing list 
So we're asking you to speak up! 
Let us know that you want fo continue to receive SARSCENE. 
We'll make it easy for you. 


To stay on our mailing list you can: 
1. Complete the form below and return it to us by fax at (613) 996-3746 or by mail. 
2. Send an email to the addresses provided. 
3. Phone us at the numbers listed below 
it we don’t hear from you by August 31, 2000 your subscription will be deleted. 
So get that information to us as soon as you can! ay 


Contact: 


Jennifer Reaney ¢ Tel: (613) 996-3035 ¢ E-mail: jreaney @nss.gc.ca 
lynn Tremblay ¢ Tel: (613) 996-4737 © E-mail: ltremblay @nss.gc.ca 


Toll-Free in Canada: 1 800 727-9414 Fax: (613) 996-3746 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
4th Floor Standard Life Building 
275 Slater Street, Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 


CJ YES! I want to receive SARSCENE L) Please remove me from your mailing list 


NAME: 

ORGANIZATION: 

STREET: City: 
PROV/STATE: PostaL/Zip Cope: 
TEL: FAX: 


E-MAIL: 
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Ine Ontario Provincial Police: 


90 Years of Service to the People of Ontario 


n 13 October 1909, Lieutenant-Governor John Morrison Gibson signed an order-in-council authorizing the formation of the 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP). Today the force continues to serve, evolving to meet the needs of a dynamic province while 


maintaining a high standard of service. 


The OPP provides police services to 
over 2.4 million people, increasing to over 
3.7 million people in the busy summer 
months. The OPP’s area of jurisdiction 
encompasses approximately 993 000 
square kilometres of land and 174 000 
square kilometres of inland waterways. 

To meet the requirements of such a 
large jurisdiction, the OPP has almost 
7000 personnel, both uniformed and 
civilian, over 800 auxiliary officers and 
almost 2500 vehicles (including aircraft 
and marine vessels). 

“Because so much of our jurisdiction 
is categorized as rural, search and rescue 
has always been a part of what this police 
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force does,” says Superintendent Chris 
Lewis, Commander of the OPP Emergency 
Management Bureau. 

Like any industry, policing must change 
to meet the needs of its clients. “Policing 
in today’s society is a very competitive 
business,” states Lewis. “Municipalities 
in this province are looking for the most 
effective police service. The size, experi- 
ence and considerable resources of the 
OPP often make us the police service of 
choice, but some municipalities have 
opted for their own police service. Some 
of these police services, because of recent 
expansion into rural areas, now have 
search and rescue responsibilities.” 


The OPP has primary responsibility 
for search and rescue in the province of 
Ontario, and works frequently with other 
government agencies in humanitarian 
endeavors. Lewis adds, “We will still assist 
any Ontario police service with a search 
upon request.” 

By the end of the 2000 calendar year, 
the OPP will also have formal agreements 
in place to use the services of the Civil Air 
Search and Rescue Association (CASARA) 
and civilian SAR dog organizations. These 
two partnerships, in addition to the exist- 
ing agreement with the Ontario Search and 
Rescue Volunteer Association (OSARVA), 
demonstrate the OPP’s commitment to 
providing the best possible search and 
rescue response to residents of the 
province. 

“The OPP has excellent, highly trained 
resources. When you combine our 
resources and infrastructure with the ser- 
vices provided by organizations like CASARA 
and OSARVA, Ontario is well looked after in 
terms of search and rescue,” says Lewis. 
“And it will only get better as we keep 
moving the bar higher.” a= 
Jennifer Reaney, NSS 
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LEFT: The OPP’s Incident Support Centre (ISC) 
co-ordinates the application of additional 
regional or provincial resources during an 
emergency. The ISC was fully operational in 
time for Y2K. 


MOBILE COMMAND UNITS: 
Each unit is 32 feet long, with a dedicated 

tow vehicle (one-ton GMC pick up). The trailer 
is equipped with a full OPP radio system, 

satellite telephones, hard-line telephones and 
computer stations. The unit also has a 30-foot 
extendable communication mast and antenna. 


MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT 


GET IT IN GEAR! 
at Mountain Equipment Co-op 
Commercial Sales equipment for search and 
rescue groups and other organizations 


SARSCENE 


| Specializing in 
- wilderness search 


and rescue 
equipment, high 
angle rescue 
equipment and ropes, 
and clothing for 

any conditions. 


To receive a catalogue: 
Call in North America 


_ 1-800-661-7399 


nternational or Local 


| 604-876-8650 


Fax in North America 
1-800-722-1960 


nternational or Local 
604-876-6590 


Online at www.mec.ca 


Service en Francais disponible 


a eee 


Dense bush, rocky terrain, swamps 
and huge areas with no access roads make 
searching a challenge. In 1992, the 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) incorpo- 
rated a number of specialized emergency 
response units into one team, the 
Emergency Response Team (ERT). 

Since then, over 600 OPP officers have 
been trained as ERT members. Officers 
volunteer for the positions and must meet 
specific criteria to qualify for the team. 
Along with a high level of physical fitness, 
officers must undergo psychological test- 
ing to demonstrate their capacity for sound 
judgment in stressful situations. 

After successfully completing the appli- 
cation process, officers start six weeks of 
training, covering a wide range of subjects. 


Emergency Response Team: 
OPPs SAR Specialists 


ntario is a province blessed with an abundance of inland lakes and waterways, vast 


areas of wilderness and the rugged beauty of the Canadian Shield. All of this is perfect 


for tourism but in terms of search and rescue, Ontario features hundreds of thousands 


of places for hunters, hikers, children and nature lovers to get disoriented and lost. 


“Training is constantly under review,” says 
Sgt Doug Borton, OPP Specialized Field 
Training Co-ordinator. “When new issues, 
such as the growing number of searches 
for Alzheimer patients, come to light we 
adjust our training accordingly to best pre- 
pare our team.” Equipment changes are 
made too, including the recent addition of 
all-terrain vehicles. ERT candidates learn 
the full gamut of SAR skills from basic 
search techniques, psychology of survival 
and search planning. Mock searches and 
written and field exams are used to test the 
candidates. 

The six-week training period is broken 
down into several components: two weeks 
of search and rescue training, contain- 
ment (initial response to a hostage/ 


barricade incident), canine unit backup 
(assisting apprehension and safe removal 
of suspects in criminal investigation and 
providing assistance during canine search 
for lost persons), VIP security, witness 
protection and crowd management. 

“This training and how ERT members 
are dispersed throughout the province are 
what makes the ERT so unique,” says 
S/Sgt Tim Charlebois, ERT Co-ordinator. 
“Like all OPP resources used for search 
and rescue, ERT members are used for a 
variety of tasks. The 240 men and women 
of ERT perform regular policing jobs but 
can be mobilized quickly to respond to a 
wide range of incidents.” 

Training continues after an ERT candi- 
date passes the six-week course. ERT 


members must complete 

12 days of training annually, 
for the duration of their time 
on ERT. 

The ERT members are 
grouped into 16 teams, each 
with 16 members. They are 
deployed in six regions of 
the province, providing an 
efficient response through- 
out the large area of 
responsibility. 

In 1997, ERT members 
were called out 932 times 
including 149 times for 
search and rescue and 263 
to provide backup for 
canine handlers tracking 
wanted persons. ‘What the 
statistics don’t indicate are 
the number of searches con- 
ducted by our front-line offi- 
cers,” says Sgt Borton. “In 
many cases a missing or lost 
person incident is resolved 
within hours, without using 
ERT or performing a full- 
scale search. These statistics 
refer only to those cases 
where ERT was activated.” 

All senior officers at the 
regional headquarters level 
take incident command 
training, which gives them 
valuable experience in SAR 
management, investigation, 
media relations and dealing 
with next-of-kin. a= 
Jennifer Reaney, NSS 
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Space Pen 


The Official Pen of the Snowbirds 


Created to meet the demanding requirements 
of Canada's world famous 
431 (Air Demonstration) Squadron. 


Time proven and tested: 
° Zero gravity ¢ Upside down 
° Freezing cold =» Extreme heat 
¢ Underwater 
¢ Carbonless paper 


Sealed - Pressurized Ink Cartridge 


Ultra-hard 
_ tungsten carbide ball 


Sliding float separates Gas plug 
ink from pressurized 


nitrogen gas 


Ink will not dry out for 

over one hundred years! 
Writes under water or over 
grease at temperatures of 
-46°C (-50°F) to +122°C (+250°F) 


Top performance and reliability anywhere in the universe! 
(1-888-772-2350) 


Fax: (905) 713-1690 
Email: sales @ matte.ca 
Web Site: www.matte.ca 


Thixotropic ink in a 
hermetically sealed and 
pressurized reservoir 
writes three times longer 


Stainless steel precision- 
machined socket prevents 
leaks and oozing, yet delivers 
instant uniform ink flow 


Ask about our 
Space Pen catalogue! 


www.matte.ca 
©1999 Matte Industries Inc. 


Designed and Distributed by Matte 
under License from the Snowbirds 
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SAR In the Sky 


riminal surveillance, aerial photography 


a 


of crime scenes, and hundreds of search 
and rescue missions: for 25 years, the 
Helicopter Unit has provided a variety of 


services for the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP). 


With two Eurocopter TwinStar helicopters and the 


new Pilatus PC 12-45 fixed wing aircraft, the OPP is 


able to maximize its response to search and rescue incidents and criminal investigations. 


Based in Thunder Bay, the Pilatus is 
equipped with a WESCAM, a high-tech, 
dual-sensor infra-red and colour video 
camera with zoom capability. The Pilatus 
can reach speeds of 310 miles per hours, 
reaching any point in the province within 
two hours, and can remain airborne for 
up to 10 hours. 

“People have a lot of misconceptions 
about our helicopters,” says Sgt Scott 


Ross, one of the OPP’s four full-time pilots. 


“Most think that we’re flying to transport 
VIPs, or to do traffic surveillance. In 
reality, 50 per cent of our work is search 


Page8  SARSCENE 


and rescue, and 40 per cent is for 
criminal investigations.” The helicopters 
are never used for traffic, but are used for 
community relations activities. 

Since its creation, the unit has been 
responsible for locating approximately 
750 missing people. Sgt Ross, a 10-year 
veteran of the unit is the “junior” pilot in 
the unit. This wealth of experience extends 
to the maintenance of the aircraft: Mike 
Linklater in Sudbury and Doug Thurlbeck 
in Orillia have both been maintenance 
engineers for a long time and keep all the 
aircraft running smoothly. 


Registration Form 


St. Lawrence River 
SAR Demo 


Join us on Saturday, 14 October for a cruise down the 


ome on board for a special cruise at SARSCENE 2000! 
C St. Lawrence River from the Port of Montréal to Sorel, 


Quebec. While on board take in special rescue and equipment 


demonstrations featuring on-shore rappelling, a hovercraft 


demonstration, a helicopter rescue and a special demonstration 
of Bombardier’s Canadair 415 amphibious aircraft. The cruise 


will last for approximately 5 hours. Passengers will leave the 


Sheraton Laval at 9:00 a.m. and will be returned by bus late in 


the afternoon. 


The fee for the cruise is $50.00 per person and registration 


should be completed by 31 August 2000. There will be no 
on-site registration for the cruise, so use this form to reserve 
your seat. 


Participation is limited, so register early to avoid disappointment. 


If the minimum number of participants is not reached one month 
prior to the scheduled cruise, the cruise will be cancelled and your 
payments refunded. 


Send all payment and registration information to: 
Lynn Tremblay NSS 

4th Floor Standard Life Building 

275 Slater St 

Ottawa ON KIA OK2 

Tel. (613) 996-4737 or 1 800 727-9414 

Fax. (613) 996-3746 

E-mail: ltremblay@nss.gc.ca 


CRUISE REGISTRATION FORM 


NAME: 


ORGANIZATION: 


CITY: 


PROV. / TERR. / STATE: 


COUNTRY: 


POSTAL CODE: 


TEL: 


EMAIL: 


TICKET(S) @ $50.00 = 
VISA (J MASTERCARD 


ACCOUNT #: 


NAME OF CARDHOLDER: 


(J PAYMENT BY CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO SARSCENE 2000 


EXPIRATION DATE: 


CIGHATURE Smee, 2) ae 2 RR) eo heh 


Démonstration de recherche 
et de sauvetage sur le 
flevve Saint-Laurent 


Soyez des ndtres le samedi 14 octobre pour la descente pas a vous inscrire. Si le nombre minimum de participants n’est pas 
du fleuve Saint-Laurent depuis le port de Montréal jusqu’a —_atteint un mois a l’avance, la croisiére sera annulée et les frais seront 
Sorel (Québec). Des démonstrations de matériel spécialisé de remboursés aux passagers inscrits. 
recherche et de sauvetage auront lieu 4 bord, notamment sur 
les techniques de rappel sur les cOtes, une démonstration de 


F aites une croisiére spéciale pendant SARSCENE 2000! formulaire ci-dessous. Le nombre de passagers étant limité, ne tardez 


Veuillez faire parvenir vos paiement et formulaire d’inscription 4 : 


vehicule 4 coussin d’air, un sauvetage en hélicoptére et une 
démonstration spéciale de l’aéronef amphibie Canadair 415 
de Bombardier. La croisiére durera environ cing heures. Les 


passagers quitteront le Sheraton Laval a 9 h et seront de retour 


par autobus en fin d’aprés-midi. 

La croisiére cotite 50 $ par personne. La date limite 
d'inscription est le 31 aofit 2000. Les inscriptions sur place 
ne seront pas possibles, vous étes donc prié de vous servir du 


Lynn Tremblay 

Secrétariat national de recherche et de sauvetage 
Edifice Standard Life 

275, rue Slater, 4° étage 

Ottawa (Ont.) K1A OK2 

Tél. : (613) 996-4737 ou 1 800 727-9414 
Téléc. : (613) 996-3746 

Courriel : ltremblay@snrs.gc.ca 


FORMULAIRE D’INSCRIPTION A LA CROISIERE 


NOM : 


ORGANISME : 


ADRESSE : 


VILLE : 


PROV. / TERR. / ETAT : 


PAYS : 


CODE POSTAL : 


COURRIEL : 


BILLET(S) A 50 $ = 
0 VISA 7 MASTERCARD 


NUMERO DE LA CARTE : 


NOM DU TITULAIRE DE LA CARTE : 


(J PAIEMENT PAR CHEQUE LIBELLE A SARSCENE 2000 


DATE D’EXPIRATION : 


SIGNATURE : 


OPP Canine Unit 


af 


CW [Bayar terete Ae thy, or ton 
Most people think that we're } 
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VIPs, or to do traffic surveillance. In reality 


oU per cent of our work is searcl 
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and 40 per cent is for criminal inve 
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The helicopter is often the first thing 
called for during a search. In 1999, the 
Orillia base was kept busy responding to 
83 searches, and the helicopter was 
dispatched 25 times for drownings. In 
addition to search and rescue activities, 
the Orillia base was called out 132 times 
for criminal matters. 

Using Forward Looking Infra-Red 
(FLIR) and Night Sun search lights, the 
helicopters provide excellent support to 
searches. “Hunting season is our busiest 
time,” says Sgt Ross. “In the most remote 
areas, one of the biggest problems is 
figuring out where to land if the need 
arises. Some areas are so dense that 
finding clearance for the rotary wings is 
pretty tough.” 

The unit is tasked frequently by the 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre (RCC) in 
Trenton and often assists other police 
agencies. am Teams train six days a week for 16 weeks to get certified. “Candidates have to be 
Jennifer Reaney, NSS the kind of officer who enjoys solving cases and will go beyond the standard 
investigation,” says Sgt Larry Bigley, Canine Unit Co-ordinator. They have to also 
enjoy working with the public. Canines make great ambassadors for the OPP, and 
members of the unit take their dogs to schools and service clubs, performing up 
to 400 demonstrations per year. 

Based in Gravenhurst, the unit’s training facility lets handlers take dogs to a 
variety of areas to train. First in 200 hectares (500 acres) of hardwood bush, then 
an 809-hectare area (2000-acre) featuring swamps and rocky outcrops and finally 
to hard surfaces, near buildings and in town to provide the necessary noise and 
smell distractions. 

Along with hunters, berry and mushroom pickers are often glad to see dog and 
handler teams in the bush. “People can get themselves into some pretty dangerous 
situations,” remarks Bigley. “Most are glad to see us but in some cases, especially 
with children, they're afraid they'll get in trouble and will remain silent when we 
get near them in the woods. The best part of our public relations work is teaching 
kids what to do when they’re lost.” 

In the near future, the OPP will be developing a civilian canine search and 
rescue program to make better use of the volunteer resources in the province. 
“The volunteer organizations will train to the OPP standard,” says Bigley. “There 
are lots of dedicated volunteers out there and I’m sure this agreement will only 
improve an already good canine search service for Ontario.” 


Photo Courtesy of: Sgt Scott Ross 


Jennifer Reaney, NSS 
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TRAINING 


New partnership for Ontario GSAR 


n the summer of 1997, discussion began about a partnership between the Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) and volunteer ground search teams in Ontario. At the NSS’s SARSCENE '97 
workshop in Sault Ste. Marie, the Ontario Search and Rescue Volunteer Association was 


formed with representatives from the 32 volunteer organizations in the province. 


Sharon Porteous, OSARVA's first 
president, and OPP S/Sgt Tim Charlebois 
started the process of putting a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
in place. The MOU was signed by 
Commissioner G. Boniface of the OPP 
and Sharon Porteous of OSARVA in 
August 1999. 

“The OSARVA MOU will better utilize 
police and volunteer resources in a safe 
resolution of lost person cases in 
Ontario,” said S/Sgt Charlebois.“Not only 


do ground SAR volunteers get training 
from OPP officers in their area, but after 
the training is complete, we have a better 
understanding of exactly what type of 
services each volunteer unit can provide 
during a search.” 

In April 1999, with funding from the 
New SAR Initiatives Fund, a two-year train- 
ing program was started. Since the train- 
ing sessions began in the autumn of 1999, 
the use of volunteer groups has increased. 
“One of the most important elements for 


Search Management 
Multimedia Training Kit 


Two Dramatic Videos portray the management of a missing 
persons search as it grows from a small group at its inception 
to a large management team with hundreds of searchers 

at its completion 24 hours later. 


A Companion Book provides tips for instructors and a detailed 
manual of search management principles and procedures. 


A CD-ROM provides interactive “hands-on”exercises. 


Rescue Training Package 
Helicopter Sling, Cable, Rope & Surfzone Rescue 


Four Videos and a Book highlight: 

e standardized rescue techniques 

e key safety considerations required when using each technique 
e equipment requirements, assembly, maintenance and use 

e operational protocols, and roles and responsibilities 

of each member of the rescue team 

e appropriate care of the patient 


To Order Call 1-800-603-1891 Ext. 30 Fax (604) 682-6082 
Visit Our Website at http://www.spectra.bc.ca 
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us is to bring our ERT members and the 
volunteers together,” says Charlebois. “Our 
ERT members are volunteers too; they do 
this job because they genuinely love to do 
it. The feedback we've received from our 
members has been very positive, they 
enjoy both instructing and learning from 
the OSARVA members.” 

The plan is to train over 1200 OSARVA 
members representing 32 ground SAR 
teams from across the province. Rose 
Cooper's team, Niagara Auxiliary Search 
and Rescue, completed the training in 
October 1999. “I think the training week- 
ends are a great opportunity,” she says. 
“Our team is enthusiastic about the poten- 
tial for increased call-outs and it’s excellent 
for new team members. Officers O'Halloran 
and Hebblethwaite were great instructors 
and have been very helpful to our team 
since the training was completed.” 

The training takes 20 hours and is 
conducted over a weekend. OSARVA’s 1089 
members and the OPP’s 45 instructors 
work together on the SAR Level 1 course. 
Future plans call for more advanced train- 
ing for search team leader, wilderness first 
aid and a search management course. 

The OPP has a very high success rate 
for search and rescue. Of the 127 full 
searches conducted in 1998, all missing 
persons were accounted for. The first year 
of the training program will soon be over 
but it is hoped that the program will 
continue, providing more advanced 
training for ground SAR volunteers in 
the future. sm 
Jennifer Reaney, NSS 


Daneend 


KNOW WHAT NOT TO SAY 


Make sure that you know the key 
messages you need to deliver. Make them 
clear, simple, to the point and few. 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 


The better you are at delivering your 
messages, the more likely it is that you 
will be able to get your point across. It is 
therefore a good idea to rehearse out loud 
what you want to say. 


BE PROACTIVE 


Be proactive in cultivating good 
relationships with the media. One way of 
doing this is to meet with journalists one- 
on-one. 


DON'T BE INTIMIDATED 


Be aware of intimidation tactics and don’t 
assume the media know as much or more 
than you do about the subject. In fact, 
there is often a need to educate the media 
about the issue(s) you are dealing with. 


BE HONEST ABOUT BAD NEWS 


Trying to hide bad news just makes 
matters worse by causing it to fester and 
linger. Be up front about it and explain 
how you have tried to minimize any 
adverse impact of an accident or tragedy. 


Forwns ir 
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BE AVAILABLE AND RETURN CALLS PROMPTLY 


Generally speaking, the audience and the 
media tend to side with the group most 
accessible and willing to talk. Become a 
good news source and make it easy for the 
media to reach you. 


SPEAK BEFORE SOMEONE SPEAKS FOR YOU 


If it looks like information may get out to 
the media before you were planning to 
release it, or that they will “fill in” with 
information concerning an ongoing story 
while they are waiting for you to say some- 
thing, it is a good idea to get to the media 
with your perspective first. 


DON’T BURY YOUR HEAD IN THE SAND 


If, for some reason, you can’t talk 

right away about an issue that has already 
received, or will soon receive, media 
attention, talk about the process you are 
going through to get more information. 
Do not remain silent. 


BE A GOOD SPOKESPERSON 


Be interested and interesting, convincing 
but not combative. Show your human side, 
maintain your composure and always take 
the high road. 


NOTHING IS OFF THE RECORD 

Never forget that you are talking with a 
journalist; it is not just a regular conversa- 
tion. Watch your double negatives, don’t 
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PS 


FOR HANDLING 
THE MEDIA 


hile it is a good idea for anyone who is dealing with 
Ci the media to have formal media training, the following 
tips may be useful for those who, from time to time, find 


themselves fielding questions from journalists. 


speculate and don’t give out confidential 
information. 


OFFER A CREATIVE ANGLE 

If you are seeking media exposure for a 
particular initiative or event, make sure 
that what you have to say is newsworthy. 
Provide the media with a creative angle 
— anews “hook.” 


WHAT TO ESTABLISH WHEN ASKED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A MEDIA INTERVIEW 


e Who will be conducting the interview? 

e What is the story about? 

e What approach is being taken? 

e Is the interview part of a larger story? 

e Who else is being interviewed? 

e What is the deadline? 

e When will the story appear? 

e What research, report, documents, etc, 
has the interviewer reviewed? 

e What kind of issues will be covered? 

e Where will the interview be conducted? 

e What is the journalist’s angle? 

e What will happen if I do not do the 
interview? sm 


Jim Stanton is the President and Founder of 
Jim Stanton & Associates, an Ottawa-based 
communications and training company with 
offices in Calgary, Vancouver, the United States 
and France. Jim and his colleagues teach crisis 
communications at the Canadian Emergency 
Preparedness College and to many government 
and private sector companies. 


Recently a reporter asked me 
the question that most of us in 
the SAR community have 
heard so many times. 

“What was the most significant 
or dramatic SAR you've been 
involved in?” They invariably 


pull up a comfortable chair, 


don ther fk jacket and : 
tighten thet helmet — they're . 


borrow a buddy's harrowing 


tale.to quench the reporter's 
thirst. Boy, wouldn't i be 

~ handy if you had 0 copy of 
Reader's Digest lying around 
that had a good rescue story in 
it? | know a SAR Tech that had 


COMMUNICATIONS 


ee read t hear really yood : 


your routine missions or 


Remember 


s usual, I didn’t have a pat answer 

Ae the reporter, and even though 
escue Co-ordination Centre (RCC) 

Victoria had handled over 1000 cases 
since I'd arrived in September, I found 
myself caught flat-footed. I tried talking in 
generalities and even told a few anecdotal 
and humourous SAR stories that had hap- 
pened recently. Subtly, I manoeuvred the 
conversation to CANAM SAREX 2000. An 
explosion occurred on a ferry with 400 
passengers on board and a Mayday was 
declared, 100 people went down the 
emergency chute, two 50-man lifeboats 
were deployed, five helicopters did hoists, 
there were lots of SAR vessels, 17 agencies 
were involved and more than 1000 people 
took part. The reporter’s eyes lit up and 
she furiously scribbled away, until “you 
mean it was only an exercise?” Thank 
goodness the 6 February 1999 event was 
only an exercise, but if it had been real, 
now that would have been a story. 

RCC Victoria handled almost 2500 
cases last year — surely one of them had 
enough drama to be worthy of a tale of 
derring-do. Having lived in the shadow of 
the September 1998 Swissair disaster, 
which was thankfully not in our backyard, 
I found it hard to come up with a SAR 
story that measures up. I racked my brain 
going over the missions since September 
and in desperation, I even asked some of 
the Controllers for help. What I got was 
mostly blank stares and shoulder shrugs. 
It seems that they were also suffering story- 
teller's block. We had a number of cargo 
ships adrift off the West Coast that had the 
potential to become disasters, but winds, 
currents and rescue tugs ensured none 
evolved into a Coos Bay or Exxon Valdez. 
In the fall, there was a rash of aircraft 
crashes, but the SAR crews seemed to han- 
dle them all routinely. After the reporter 
departed happily enough, I started to 
wonder if it was my imagination or is there 
a dearth of worthy SAR stories. 
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When 


I reflected on my own experiences. 

I remember my first missions — the 
excitement of the unknown and challeng- 
ing conditions made for memorable stuff. 
It seems the SAR stories were better years 
ago. Have preventive training, better 
equipment and quicker reporting truly 
made SAR more routine? Or perhaps all 
the meaty SARs involved someone else. In 
our Search and Rescue Region (SRR) on 
any given day, we can have members of the 
SAR team pulling people out of the water, 
fetching injured seamen off heaving ships, 
parachuting into crash sites, homing in on 
emergency beacons, towing boats off the 
rocks or plucking casualties off mountain 
tops. Are these routine events? 

It has been said that once you've been 
sailing in a gale long enough you become 
so accustomed to the howl and the spray 
that after a while you perceive them to be 
normal. Maybe it’s not just me. Ask your- 
self — do you find yourself doing the rou- 
tine? Is complacency setting in or are you 
simply very proficient? As all of us know, 
SAR is inherently dangerous and even 
when done by highly trained crews, it can 
be risky. It might be worthwhile to remind 
yourself that it would be a tragedy to lose 
a search crew trying to do a dramatic res- 
cue of an individual in distress. Maybe it’s 
time to move the situational yardsticks and 
start remembering how you felt during 
your first SAR mission. Everyone involved 
in the SAR system is doing a very valuable 
job, and in our SRR’s 280 distress cases 
last year, there were 646 people saved. 
Surely there are a few good stories .... 
oops, let’s move those yardsticks... I bet if 
you asked each one of those 646 people, 
they would all agree — they’re all terrific 
SAR stories. am 


' Major Golin Goodman 


Officer-in-Charge 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre Victoria 
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LABRADOR WEST GROUND SEARCH AND 
RESCUE TEAM WEB SITE 
URL: www.crrstv.net/GSART 
This Web site provides a description of the 
group’s area of activity and involvement. 
Also has great pictures of the group’s 
training sessions. 


LONDON AIR PATROL WEB SITE 


URL: www.lap.on.ca 

The group’s Web site contains a lot of 
great information and pictures of London 
Air Patrol. The information found ranges 
from their area of jurisdiction, basic 
statistics about the group, information 
about ELTs and postings of upcoming 
meetings, exercises and training. 


BE 


Michel Goulet, Director 


Tel/fax: Local 


(613) 748-6165 Toll Free 


MULTI-TREK 


SAFETY and RESCUE TRAINING 
site Specific Training 
‘cEquipment Sales 

¢ Lowand High Angle Rescue 


* Confined Space Rescue 
¢ Wilderness First Aid 


1180 Tawney Rd. * Ottawa * Ontario * Canada * K1G 1B7 


(800) 263-5232 


aa: 3 3a 


INTERNET. 


i 4 4h fe 


ONTARIO PROVINCIAL POLICE WEB SITE 


URL: www.gov.on.ca/OPP 

The official site of the OPP has useful and 
interesting features such as news releases 
from OPP headquarters, listings and 
information on missing people, unsolved 
cases and wanted people. 


SARINFO - SEARCH AND RESCUE INFORMATION 
WEB SITE 


URL: www.sarinfo.be.ca 

SARINFO is a great Web site with tons of 
SAR-related information. It has many great 
links to SAR team Web sites, navigation 
sites and SAR equipment suppliers sites. 
As well as an extensive calendar of events, 
on-line library of SAR-related articles, 
weather and avalanche forecasts, 
numerous discussion forums and chat. 


| [since 1982 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE GLOBAL | WEB SITE 


URL: www3.sympatico.ca/ 
w_gonzalez/Index.htm 

A great site containing detailed information 

of the organization's mission statement, 

membership standards, training courses 

and pictures of the group. 


SEARCH AND RESCUE SOCIETY OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA HOME PAGE 


URL: www.sarbc.org 

This site is updated frequently and pro- 
vides lots of useful information on SAR- 
related topics, such as rope rescue, 
hypothermia and search management just 
to name a few. Also includes numerous 
SAR discussion forums, on-line articles 
and links to many SAR organizations and 
groups. 


WILDRISK WEB SITE 


URL: www.wildrisk.com 

The WildRISK Web site resembles an 
online resource centre with information 
about wilderness risk management. It pro- 
motes wilderness risk management skills 
and incident prevention. An interesting 
feature of the Web site is the risk self- 
assessment, including one for recreation- 
ists, one for Guides/Leaders and one for 
Operators. == 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


PRE-SARSCENE 
WORKSHOPS 
& MEETINGS 


ARSCENE 2000 will feature pre-workshop 
S training sessions. Contact the NSS to register. 

All registrations are due by August 31 PLEASE 
REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 


FEATURING: 


Tracking — Two days of hands-on instruction 
with Everett Savary of Halifax Regional Search and 
Rescue and Wayne Merry of Context North. Both 
Everett and Wayne teach tracking and have been 
speakers at previous SARSCENE workshops. This 
session will give students a more in- depth look at 
tracking and clue detection. Fee for this course: 
$50.00. Students who complete the two-day course 
will receive a certificate. 
SAR Incident Management — Two days of 
instruction with Rick Lavalla of ERI International, 
Richard Smith of ERI Canada and Chris Long, 
Washington State SAR Program Manager. 
Instruction will be given on SAR Incident 
Management, how to best utilize personnel and 
resources using detailed Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) to streamline search planning 
and implementation. Special emphasis will be on 
the initial response phase of a search. A list of first 
operational period “recommended actions” is pre- 
sented and used in a tabletop exercise. The 
Incident Command System will also be discussed. 
Participants will receive ERI Certification only upon 
completion of this two-day course. Fee: $95.00 for 
two days, $55.00 for one day. These presenters 
will offer other sessions on SAR Management dur- 
ing the SARSCENE workshop. 
Night Searching — Mike Doyle of SARBC will be 
giving an outdoor evening session demonstrating 
techniques for night searches. Which clues can be 
detected in the dark? What daytime strategies won't 
work? How should your search plan differ for a 
nighttime search? These issues will be investigated 
and participation will be limited, so register early! 
Fee for this course, $25.00. Mr. Doyle will offer 
another presentation on SAR Investigation Skills 
during the SARSCENE workshop. 
Register for all pre-workshop sessions by contact- 
ing Jennifer Reaney at the NSS. jreaney @nss.gc.ca 
More presentations are being added. Please 
contact Jennifer for the latest schedule. as 


Upcoming Events 


If you have any events to list in the upcoming issue of SARSCENE Magazine, 


please contact Jennifer Reaney. 
Phone: 1 800 727-9414 or (613) 996-3035 © E-mail: jreaney@nss.gc.ca @ Fax: (613) 996-3746. 


SARSCENE 2000 
The ninth annual 
7 \ Canadian SAR work- 
shop will be held 
11-15 October 2000 
in Laval, Quebec. This year, for the first 
time, the COSPAS-SARSAT Seminar will be 
taking place in conjunction with SARSCENE. 
In attendance will be delegates from 30 
countries. 
For more information about the workshop 
please contact: 
Louise Pilloud, 
Chief, Communications and Marketing 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
Standard Life Building 
275 Slater Street, 4th Floor 
Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 
Tel: (613) 996-2642 or 1 800 727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 
E-mail: louisep@nss.gc.ca 
URL: www.nss.gc.ca 
Carol Namur 
The Volunteer Group Sauvetage 
Canada Rescue 
E-mail: cnamur@citenet.net 


RESPONSE 2000 
The annual NASAR 
Response conference 
will be held 28 
September - 1 October 
at the Sheraton Hotel in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Details are still being finalized, 
but keep an eye on the NASAR Web site for 
the latest details. 
URL: www.nasar.org 


MOUNTAIN RESCUE 
ASSOCIATION (MRA) 


15-19 October 2000 
International 
Commission for Alpine 
Rescue (IKAR) 42nd 
Annual Conference. 
Grand Canyon, Arizona. 
Cohosts: NASAR and MRA. 
URL: www.ikar-cisa.org 
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January 2001 

(weekend before Martin Luther King Day) 
Mountain Rescue Association (MRA) 
Winter Meeting. 


June 2001 (weekend before Father's Day) 
Mountain Rescue Association (MRA) 
43rd Annual Conference. Seattle, WA. 


For more information on these meetings 
please visit the Web site at: 
www.mra.org or info@mra.org 

Tim Kovacs, President 

Mountain Rescue Association 
Operations Leader/Paramedic, 
C.A.M.R.A./ MCSO MR 
E-mail:tkovacs@goodnet.com 


International Technical Rescue Symposium 
(JTRS) 2000 

Pigeon Mountain Industries 

The ITRS 2000 addresses the need to stay 
informed on the latest in the field of 
technical rescue. This year the ITRS will 
take place on 20-22 October 2000 in 
Tucson, Arizona. 

For more information or registration, 
contact: 

ITRS 2000 

c/o Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. 
P.O. Box 803 

LaFayette, GA 30728 USA 

Tel: (706) 764-1437 

URL: http://Awww.nasar.org/itrs.shtml 


2000 Wilderness Rescue Navigation Shield 

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue 

Australia’s premiere emergency services 

navigation event takes place 1-2 July 2000, 

near Sydney Australia, an overnight naviga- 

tion event where teams score points by 

finding their way through wilderness terrain. 

For more information contact: 

John Tonitto, Event Secretary 

Tel: (612) 8588-6483 

Fax: (612) 8588-6483 

E-mail: wrs@mbox.com.au 

URL: http:/Avww.eng.uts.edu.au/ 
~glennh/navshield/index.htm| sam 
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What Do You Want to 
See af SARSCENE 
2000? 


ARSCENE 2000 will feature 
the usual mix of hands-on 
presentations, lectures, a trade 
show, the SARSCENE Games and 
demonstrations. 
Trying to create an exciting program 
for workshop participants is always a challenge. 
You can help us by letting us know what information you would 
like to see in Laval. Do you know someone who would make a great 
speaker? Is there a particular aspect of search and rescue you think 
needs addressing? Let us know and we'll do our best to include your 
input in our program. 
SARSGENE 2000 is all about co-operation and partnership, 
so take a few minutes to share your suggestions and ideas! a= 
Send suggestions to: 


Logo desig 
Matilda Lu 


The Cosmodome is just 
one of the attractions 
in Laval, Quebec. 


Louise Pilloud, Jennifer Reaney, NSS 
SARSCENE 2000 NSS chair Marketing and Communications Officer 
Chief Client Services National Search and Rescue Secretariat 


275 Slater Street, 4th floor 

Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 : 

Tel: (613) 996-2642 or 1 800 727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 

E-Mail: jreaney @nss.gc.ca 


National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
275 Slater Street, 4th floor 

Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 

Tel: (613) 996-2642 or I 800 727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 

E-Mail: louisep @nss.gc.ca 


In Search of Partners for 
Upcoming SARSCENE Workshops 


ave you ever wondered how we decide 

where SARSCENE workshops will be 

held? The National Search and Rescue 
Secretariat has criteria which need to be 
met for each workshop including the ease 
of transportation, and the availability of 
meeting space and accommodation. 

The most important element of all is a 
partner! Each year we partner with a local 
volunteer organization to host and plan the 
workshop. If you think your area would be {| 2002 East 1 July, 2000 
an appropriate venue for a future workshop, 2003 = Central 1 July, 2001 
please take note of the schedule and contact 2004 = West 1 July, 2002 


i i i Please note that the schedule for Future 
us for information on how to submit a SARSCENEs printed in the Spring 99 issue 
proposal. sa» 


For more information or to send 
a submission, please contact: 


Louise Pilloud, Chief Client Services 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
275 Slater Street, 4th Floor 

Ottawa ON KIA OK2 

Tel: (613) 996-2642 or 1 800 727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 

E-Mail: louisep @nss.gc.ca 


DEADLINE 
YEAR REGION SUBMISSION 


contained an error in the dates. 
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Hypothermia Quiz 


| 1. Hypothermia is classed as any core 
temperature (degrees Celsius) less than: 
a. 25 rz 
b. 35 d. 38 


2. The most common way we lose heat from 
| our bodies is via: 
a. convection 
.b. conduction 
c. radiation 


d. evaporation 
e. all of the above 


3. Based on findings, this patient appears to 
be in: 
a. mild hypothermia 
b. moderate hypothermia 
c. severe hypothermia 


4. Systemic hypothermia occurs when: 
a. the body fails to re-warm itself 
b. core temperature falls below 35° 
c. shivering and shaking ceases 
d. patient becomes unconscious 


5. is the initial response to 


conserve core heat: 

a. shaking 

b. peripheral vasoconstriction 

c. decreased level of consciousness 
d. increased heart rate 


6. What percentage of body heat is 
' generated by muscle contraction: 
a. 25 % c. 50 % 
b. 40 % d. 80 % 


Please keep in mind answers to these 
questions are to industry standards and may 
not be correct according to local protocol. 

If there is any discrepancy between these 
answers and local protocol, please follow the 
protocol for your area as set out by your 


7. Muscle shaking and shivering ceases 

due to: 

a. oxygen deficit within the tissue 

b. depleted glucose/glycogen stores 

c. decreased blood flow due to 
vasoconstriction 

d. excess amounts of lactic acid in the 
muscle fibres 


8. This region of the brain helps to regulate 
the body's temperature: 
a. hypothalamus c. pons 
b. medulla d. cerebellum 


9. Secondary to hypothermia, you have also 
found that this patient is suffering from: 
a. frost nip 
b. superficial frostbite 
c. deep frostbite 


10.Proper care of this injury would include: 

a. lowering the extremity 

b. encouraging the patient to move the 
affected area as much as possible to 
encourage circulation 

c. elevating the extremity and preventing 
further damage or heat loss 

d. vigorously rubbing and re-warming 
the site 


11.For this patient, the most appropriate care 
would be: 
a. rapid but gentle transport, warm 
sponge bath en route and high flow 
oxygen 


Medical Director. 

Phil Stewart and Rob Keough, 
Paramedicine 3, Holland College, 
Charlottetown, PEL. 

E-mail: spstewart @ccgw.cc.hollandc.pe.ca 


b. rapid but gentle transport, warmed 
high flow oxygen avoiding aggressive 
rewarming (in the prehospital environ 
ment), prevent further heat loss 
and monitor vital signs 

. provide warm coffee to the patient, 
remove all clothing and aggressively 
rewarm 

d. warm the patient on scene then 

transport 


Q 


12.Cardiac and/or respiratory arrest are 
common as core temperature 


approaches __ degrees Celsius: 
a. 15 C505 
b. 20 d. 18.4 

130 is known as the most 
common cause of death in hypothermic 
patients: 


a. CNS (central nervous system) depression 
b. ventricular fibrillation 

c. pulmonary edema 

d. seizure 


14. Which of the following patients will 
usually become hypothermic the fastest: 
a. A 45-year-old 
b. A 14-year-old 
c. An 85-year-old 
d. all are equally susceptible 


Reprinied with permission from: 
December 1999/ January 2000 issue of 
Canadian Emergency News 

PO. Box 68010 28 Crowfoot RPW 
Calgary AB T3G 3N8 

E-mail: cen@emsnews.com 

Web site: hitp://www.emsnews.com 
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Avalanches on The Rock 


op quiz: What's the most 
deadly natural hazard 
in Newfoundland? 


If you guessed avalanches you must 
have taken a course offered by the Eastern 
Canada Avalanche Project. In the early 
1990s, Drs. Martin Batterson, David 
Liverman et al. of the Newfoundland 
Geological Survey (NGS) were researching 
natural hazards data and were surprised 
to discover that snow avalanches were 
the most deadly natural hazard in the 
province. To date, their research has 
documented 28 avalanche events that 
killed 34 people and injured 21 others. 
Surprisingly, 21 of these victims were 
killed when avalanches destroyed 


Snowboarder conducting a hand block test — Blowmedon Mountains, NFLD 


their homes. In the spring of 1998, the CAC contract- © Conduct avalanche training programs 
The NGS contacted Alan Dennis at the ed Clair Israelson and Susan Hairsine to to educate skiers, snowmobilers, SAR 

Canadian Avalanche Centre (CAC) to learn develop and manage the project promoting _ personnel and other recreationalists 

more about avalanche phenomena and avalanche awareness, training and and develop local teachers in the 

safety programs. In the fall of 1996, at avalanche hazard mitigationin = growing recreational/adventure 

the SARSCENE workshop in Halifax, Newfoundland. A steering committee com- guiding sector for future training = 

Nova Scotia, Dr. Liverman met with CAC prising Bruce Jamieson, Phil Hein and Evan —s iin Newfoundland. oe 


representative Phil Hein to discuss how Manners worked with Clair and Susanto = & 
to reduce avalanche hazards in finalize ECAP goals. They agreed on the permanent reposit 
Newfoundland. As a result of this meeting —_ following activities for the project: - safety training and refer 
came sponsorship from Parks Canada for e Document avalanche incidents and the 


a New SAR Initiatives Fund (NIF) project weather events that caused them. 
from the National Search and Rescue ¢ Facilitate development of avalanche 
Secretariat (NSS), and the Eastern Canada knowledge among professional staff 


Avalanche Project (ECAP) was born, at NGS. og | 
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Left: Snowmobilers evaluating 
avalanche terrain, Lewis Hills, NFLD 


Phil began discussing avalanches in 
Newfoundland. One student finally said, “We 
don’t have avalanches in Newfoundland. 
Avalanches are huge events that crash down 
mountains in the European Alps. Here in 
Newfoundland, we've got 
snow slides, sometimes lots of snow slides.” 
During these three courses, the CAC 
instructors selected four candidates as 
potential future avalanche course instruc- 
tors. In the winter of 2000, three of these 
candidates will take a Canadian Avalanche 
Association Level I course and one will take 
the Level II course in Western Canada. They 
will then act as instructors-in-training for 
courses to be held later this winter in 


su 


Newfoundland. 
uce a repor two courses for skiers, snowboarders and As is often the problem with any great 
" gramming elements delivered, _—~ SAR personnel. The first lesson learned was _idea, funding can be an obstacle. While the 
: methods used and lessons learned. that Newfoundland culture is strong, and project has been well received by the recre- 


Western Canadian ideas aren’t always appro- ational guiding community, some municipal- 
priate there! During the introduction to the _ities have been less enthusiastic, not wanting 
- first course, students looked puzzled when _to know how much implementation will 


Ig the winter of f 1998/99, Clair 


cost them. 

: The ECAP project was presented to a wide 

ed Newfoundland audience at SARSCENE °99 in 

CO-OP St. John’s, Newfoundland. The project will 

A ET IT f el iG F AR I . end in March 2000 and its organizers hope 
® e that their efforts will help reduce the number 

Me eS Tig of avalanche fatalities in Newfoundland. =» 

at Mountain Equipment Co-op 
Commercial Sales equipment for search and oe a Clair Israelson and Susan Hdtrsine, ECAP 


rescue groups and other organizations For more information, contact: 
: 


| Specializing in a Clair Israelson: 

ye | wilderness search | ; PO. Box 1593, Banff AB TOL 0CO 
and rescue 5 - Tel. (403) 760-2520 

SAFETY & RESCUE EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE 2000 MONTINI 2 = : E-mail: minmgmt @telusplanet.net 
- angle rescue 

- equipment and ropes, 
_ and clothing for 

any conditions. 


To receive a catalogue: 
Call in North America 
_ 1-800-661-7399 

| International or Local 
604-876-8650 


_ Fax in North America 
1-800-722-1960 


International or Local 
| 604-876-6590 


Online at www.mec.ca 
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Irudeaus Support Canadian Avalanche Association 


“CANADIAN 
“1. AVALANCHE 


ee ASSOCIATION 


The Canadian Avalanche Association (CAA), 
with the support of Margaret Trudeau and 
her eldest son Justin, has launched an aware- 
ness campaign designed to decrease the loss 


of life due to avalanches. 


in an avalanche in November 1998, 

Margaret Trudeau has become a 
founding Director of the Canadian 
Avalanche Foundation. “My sincerest hope 
is that no mother, no family will have to go 
through what our family has gone through 
this past year,” said Ms. Trudeau. “I want 
people to become educated about the 
risks and learn how to protect themselves 
effectively.” 

Over the last 15 years, the average 
annual number of deaths in Canada from 
avalanche-related accidents has risen 


Pinas the death of her son Michel 


from nine to a high of 22. In the same 
period, the popularity of backcountry 
recreation activities has increased dramat- 
ically, as has the sophistication of outdoor 
recreation equipment. The result, says 
Richard Rotteveel of the CAA, is that 
access to recreation areas has been made 
easier and better skis, snowboards and 
outerwear have made winter sports 

more enticing. 

“Despite improved equipment, we’re 
still finding that backcountry recreation 
enthusiasts often participate in activities in 
avalanche terrain without proper safety 
tools such as a transceiver, shovel and 
probe,” said Rotteveel. “Just as you check 
highway conditions before you set off on 
a road trip, skiers, snowmobilers, snow- 
boarders — everyone — should be 
checking snow conditions before 
venturing out on the slopes.” 

Ms. Trudeau is working to deliver 
the safety message to Canadians through 
public events and fund-raising efforts to 
maintain and expand the CAA’s public 
safety bulletin at www.avalanche.ca. The 
bulletin provides updates on snow condi- 


tions in British Columbia and Alberta, 
in addition to information on avalanche 
courses, resource materials and safety 
information. 

Justin Trudeau, a high school teacher 
and avid snowboarder, has committed 
himself to educating youth on the impor- 
tance of avalanche safety. Justin recently 
completed the CAA’s Avalanche Level I 
course which includes snow science, 
snow evaluation and rescue training. 
“Young people will always try to push the 
limits. It’s what they do. As educators, we 
need to help them acquire the tools to 
make the right decisions for themselves 
and be prepared if danger strikes,” says 
Trudeau. 

As with any awareness campaign, 
raising funds is a major issue. The CAA 
has enrolled corporate partners such as 
Columbia Brewery, Mountain Equipment 
Co-op and Survival on Snow to help fund 
special events and programs designed to 
educate recreationists about the safe 
enjoyment of the outdoors. == 

For more information about avalanche 
safety, please visit www.avalanche.ca 


Canadian Avalanche Rescue Dog Association 


mal, he is special, the best friend 

of the master and in general terms, 
a friend of all persons. Therefore, he must 
be treated as such; he must be cared for 
and trained.” 

Avalanches are an unavoidable hazard 
of the mountains of Canada and, unfortu- 
nately, too many people die each year as 
the result of avalanche incidents. 
Consequently, volunteer avalanche search 
and rescue dog teams are a valuable 
resource for saving lives. In Europe, these 
teams have been used for over 50 years 
with live recoveries to their credit on an 
annual basis. 

In British Columbia and Alberta, vari- 
ous RCMP canine units trained in 


rT | T he search dog is not simply an ani- 


avalanche rescue provide this search and 
rescue service. RCMP units, however, are 
generally located in more urban areas and 
because of this, as well as their limited 
numbers and law enforcement responsi- 
bilities, local volunteers dedicated to 
avalanche rescues are a valuable asset. 

The dog teams can search an area of 
approximately one hectare (2.5 acres) in 
30 minutes for a coarse search and one to 
two hours for a fine search. In compari- 
son, a probe line would take four hours 
for a coarse search and 20 hours for a 
fine search. 

The Canadian Avalanche Rescue Dog 
Association (CARDA) was founded in 
1978. Its volunteers must pass an inten- 
sive training program, initially patterned 


Pogeé —- SARSCENE 


after the German Berghwacht dog pro- 
gram. A certification standard was devel- 
oped in conjunction with the RCMP, Parks 
Canada Agency and British Columbia’s 
Provincial Emergency Program (PE.P.). 
CARDA presently maintains an exchange 
program with the Berghwacht, with each 
organization participating in yearly train- 
ing courses. 

CARDA currently has 23 certified teams 
established in British Columbia, Alberta 
and the Yukon, and it has eight teams in 
training. 

What does CARDA look for in a poten- 
tial avalanche SAR dog and handler team? 
¢ Dog must have high intellige ck 

coat, stamina, natural retrie 

searching instincts. 


-¢ Dog must be at least 12 months old 
and be able to respond to basic obedi- 
ence commands and hand signals. 
Handler must be registered with PE.P, 
_be an active member of a local SAR 
mn, h dard First Aid 


ting 
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Dog teams generally train for two years Once certified, CARDA teams provide 
before they are ready for certification, and _ their services to the RCMP and PE.P on 
year round training helps keep the team request. Many of CARDA’s teams are in 
sharp. Summer training may consist of place in various ski areas, heli and cat 
wilderness searching, tracking, agility and skiing operations and various towns in the 
regular obedience training sessions. mountainous regions of Western Canada. 
Handlers are tested by Parks Canada Some members also have training as 
Agency alpine specialists or by a member advanced medical technicians and 
of the Association of Canadian Mountain avalanche forecasters. sw 
Guides (ACMG) guiding community. The Courtesy of Canadian Avalanche 
RCMP Police Dog Service evaluates the Rescue Dog Association 
dogs. 
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AVALANCHE 


Factors Contributing to 
Avalanche Accidents 


FROM AVALANCHE ACCIDENTS IN CANADA VOLUME 4: 1984-1996 


rip preparation, recognizing 

avalanche terrain and assessing snow 

stability can reduce the chances of 
being caught in an avalanche and may 
increase the odds for survival. The basics 
of these skills can be learned through 
avalanche awareness courses or by travel- 
ling with experienced people. 


TRIP PREPARATION 


By seeking information from maps, 
guidebooks, information centres and 
from people familiar with a specific area, 
recreationists can plan alternate routes 
for poor weather and for unexpected 
avalanche conditions. Increasingly, snow 
stability information is available for more 
mountain areas of Western 


Canada through recorded 
telephone messages, posted 
notices at information centres 
or stores and over computer 
networks. 


HUMAN FACTORS 


Most backcountry travellers 
prefer to travel in informal 
groups without a designated 
leader. In such groups, 
decision making may suf- 
fer. The group should get 
together for important 
decisions about stability 
and the choice of route. 
Sometimes a quiet voice asking “But why 
do we think that slope is stable?” can 
prompt a careful re-assessment of the 
snow and result in a good decision. 
Involving less experienced people 

in route selection and stability 
assessment contributes to the 
experience of every person in 

the group which will pay off in 
subsequent trips. Some people get 
so focussed on reaching a certain 
point that they'll want to continue 
even after learning of 
unfavourable conditions. If we 
find ourselves thinking “It 
won’t happen to me” or “It’s 
probably okay to cross this 
slope” our safety margin is 
too thin. The snowpack con- 
tinues to surprise even the 
most experienced people. 


TERRAIN AND ROUTE 
SELECTION 


This is often a subtle art 
learned over many years. 
Accidents show that some 


Page 8 — SARSCENE 


backcountry users do not 

know or choose to ignore the basics of 
terrain evaluation. Some enter gullies or 
large slopes capable of producing size 3 
avalanches when they know the snow is 
unstable. Terrain traps increase the risk 
of injury or deep burial and decrease the 


—chance of survival. 


SAFETY MEASURES 


Some safety measures, such as crossing 
possibly unstable slopes one at a time or 
well spaced out, reduce the likelihood of 
being caught by an avalanche. Others, 
such as wearing transceivers or removing 
ski-pole straps tend to reduce the conse- 
quences of being buried. 


SNOWPACK 


Some accidents happen when people fail 
to recognize unstable snow conditions or 
heed the warning signs. These range from 
obvious indications such as recent fresh 
avalanches to thin hard-to-find weak layers 
of recently deposited snow crystals. Most 
of the slabs that cause accidents are 


released by much older weak layers of 
faceted crystals or surface hoar. Such lay- 
ers can remain sensitive to human trigger- 
ing after being buried for weeks. Although 
occasionally misleading, field tests such as 
profiles and Rutschblock tests are usually 
helpful in finding weak layers and assess- 
ing snow stability. 


WEATHER 


Heavy snowfall, rain, drifting snow or 
warming, especially towards 0 Celsius are 
all signs of avalanche danger. Some groups 
note these signs but do not alter their 
route to avoid or minimize danger. Poor 
visibility or whiteouts make it difficult to 
keep the group together and select safe 
routes. 


SEARCH AND RESCUE 


Since about 50 per cent of buried 
avalanche victims die within 30 minutes, 
the odds of finding a person alive are poor 
if the surviving members of the accident 
party go out to get help. Parties need to be 
equipped with transceivers, shovels and 
probes and know how to use them. a» 


Reprinted courtesy of the Canadian 
Avalanche Association 

PO. Box 2759 

Revelstoke BC VOE 2S0 

Tel: (250) 837-2435 

Fax: (250) 837-4624 

Voice Bulletins 1 800 667-1105 


Courses 


Conf building, 


mmade & natural disaster recovery. 
Map reading skills. 


All aspects of SAR covered. Different levels available, 
as well as customized courses. 
On-site barracks & classroom. 

E-MAIL 

www.badenk9@vaxxine.com 


PHONE 
(905) 562-3095 


New Funding for Injury Prevention 


n 13 December 1999, the Minister 

of Health and Long-term Care for 

Ontario, the Hon. Elizabeth Witmer, 
announced that the SMARTRISK founda- 
tion would be receiving $5 million over 
a five-year period to help reduce 
unintentional injuries. 

This announcement was made after 
the release of the study, The Economic 
Burden of Unintentional Injury in 
Ontario. A previous study revealed that 
injuries are the leading cause of death 
among Canadians ages 1 to 44. In 1996, 
2,844 Ontarians lost their lives as a result 
of an unintentional injury, 43,382 people 
were admitted to hospitals and over 
690,000 were injured. The financial cost 
to the province for unintentional and 
preventable injuries, such as falls, car 
crashes, drowning, suffocation and 
pedestrian injuries, was $2.9 billion. 


SMARTRISK, in conjunction with other 
organizations, will use the funding to 
develop an injury prevention strategy for 
Ontario, focussing 
on research, infor- 
mation sharing, 
program support, 
development and 
marketing. Their 
aim is to increase 
60 foot towers), 
oe your Io: and implementation 
of, injury prevention 
strategies for high- 
risk groups at the 
community level, 
but also develop- 
ment of innovative 


FAX 
(905) 562-4242 
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not only research on, 


Dr. Robert Conn, President and founder of 
SMARTRISK. 


educational and marketing campaigns to 
increase public awareness. 

The new funding will help SMARTRISK 
continue bringing injury prevention into 
the foreground. The SMARTRISK mission 
is to help people understand that such 
injuries aren’t accidents and that they are 
predictable and preventable. Since 1995, 
the organization has been educating the 
public about risks in everyday life as well 
as helping them manage, minimize and 
eliminate such risks, through educational 
programs like HEROES, SnowSmart and 
the Stupid Line Campaign. 

Dr. Robert Conn, president and 
founder of SMARTRISK, stated, “We are 
thrilled with the government's commit- 
ment to injury prevention. With this new 
partnership, we will not only reduce this 
economic burden on taxpayers, but more 
importantly, will help to reduce the human 
suffering and pain caused by preventable 
injuries.” amr 


Yvonne Lam, Co-op Student 
Simon Fraser University 


4 Ae volunteer group 
 Sauvetage Canada Rescue 
. (SCR), founded in 1975, 
is a registered not-for-profit orga- 
nization. Created out of need to 


provide support and training to 
volunteer search and rescue (SAR) 
groups in the province of Quebec, 
SCR is actively involved in provid- 
ing assistance to authorities in 
emergency and disaster situations, 
such as searches for lost persons, 
floods and the ice storm of '98. 
This multi-disciplinary volunteer 
group cross trains its members for 
both urban and wilderness SAR, 
and it also has canine teams. Aside 
from responding to the community 
in times of need, members of the 
organization also provide preven- 


tion and first aid during various 
public or sporting events. 

Since its creation SCR has been 
an active member of the SAR com- 
munity. The organization has been 
involved in professional training 
for police, fire, ambulance, munic- 
ipal and Canadian Coast Guard 
Rescue personnel. As well, it has 
organized courses, workshops and 
exercises for volunteer groups in a 
wide variety of subjects and skill 
levels. Among its long list of 


accomplishments, SCR has been a 
strong advocate of using volunteers 


in emergency response situations. 
The SCR and the National Search 
and Rescue Secretariat promoted 
the idea of establishing a national 
volunteer association for SAR, 
introduced canine water search in 
Canada and are currently assisting 
the Sireté du Québec to establish a 
structure for SAR volunteers in 


Quebec. 


Loday, there are over 400 
volunteer members in the organi- 


zation with voting members in 
Ontario and Alberta and an office 
in British Columbia. SCR is the 

_ National Search and Rescue 
Secretariat co-host for the ninth 
annual SARSCENE workshop 

in Laval, Quebec, taking place 

on 11-15 October 2000. =m 


Yvonne Lam, Co-op Student 
Simon Fraser University _ 


he National Search and Rescue 

Secretariat and Air Canada have 

teamed up to offer you great sav- 
ings on air travel to Montreal, Quebec. 

Special reduced fares have been nego- 

tiated for SARSCENE 2000 attendees 

with Air Canada. Deals include: 

e Special convention rates for travel 
within North America, Caribbean, 
Europe, Asia and Middle East. 

For travel within Canada five to 

35 per cent off published fares, 
USA five to 15 per cent and Europe 
ten per cent. 

e Savings of up to 35 per cent off 
full hospitality class fares or five 
per cent off regularly low 
published excursion fares. 

e Early Bird savings bonus to 
and from the United States- an 
additional five per cent off all 
Air Canada published fares. 

e 25 per cent off Air Canada cargo. 

To book flights, please call Air 

Canada at 1 800 361-7585 or 

(514) 393-9494 or contact your 

travel agent. Please remember to 

mention the SARSCENE 2000 event 
number CV000767 when booking 
your flight and ensure that the event 
number appears on the tour code 
box of your ticket. 


1, 
2. 
> 

3. 


9: 


10. 


e 

b Moderate hypothermia is classified as 
core temperatures between 27° and 32° 
Celsius. Absence of muscle contraction, 
decreased cardiac and respiratory output, 
and decreased level of consciousness are all 
classic symptoms. 

a Systemic hypothermia occurs when the 
body can no longer generate heat by its own 
means (circulation and movement) 
b Peripheral vasoconstriction occurs as the 
body attempts to shunt blood to central 
organs vital to survival and limit the flow of 
cooled blood from peripheral regions 

d 

b Constant contraction of muscle fibres 
exhausts the supplies of energy which are 
vital for adequate function 

a 

a Fluid in the dermal layers freezes and 
hardens due to prolonged exposure. Deeper 
layers of connective tissue and muscle are 
still unharmed, at this point, and remain soft. 
c Elevation and prevention of further heat 


loss reduces swelling until the area can be 


properly rewarmed. Refreezing remains a 


primary concern to the provider 


. b Gentle transport is vital to ensure little 


workload on the already irritable myocardi- 
um, provide high flow oxygen (warmed if 
possible) and it is equally important to 
reduce the chances of further heat loss 
during transport. 


.b 
. b Circulation of cooled blood through the 


chamber and tissue of the heart makes i 
susceptible to failure and prone to lethal 
arrhythmia such as VF or VT (ventricular 
fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia) 


4.¢ The muscles of our bodies are the prima 


ry source of heat generation and regulation 
As we grow older our muscles tire and 
become smaller, thus lacking the ability 

to adequately regulate and generate heat 


youn ® 


BASIC GROUND SEARCH AND RESCUE 
IN CANADA: A HOME STUDY GUIDE 
By Wayne Merry 

ISBN 0-9685089-0-1 


nyone who reads Wayne Merry’s 

Basic Ground Search and Rescue 

in Canada: A Home Study Guide 
can understand why this book is being 
received so enthusiastically. Merry pro- 
vides interesting, practical and relevant 
information on the most effective, modern 
search techniques. His writing style is 
straightforward and easy to read. His 
theories on SAR techniques are convincing 
because they are a combination of com- 
mon sense, hands-on experience and 
findings from modern research methods. 

Merry never presumes that his book is 

more than a basic beginners guide. 
Whether he is describing the responsibili- 
ties of search managers, a quick recon- 
naissance, or tracking procedures, he 
always stresses that all SAR knowledge and 


ELA 


By John Melady, 
published by Scholastic 
ISBN 0-590-51567-5 


earch and Rescue: When Disaster 

Strikes pays tribute to the Canadian 

and American SAR teams whose 

determination and courage continue to 
save victims of technological and natural 
disasters. John Melady’s 13 short accounts 
are being marketed to young readers; 
however, more mature readers can be 
swept up by the drama of these exciting 
stories. 

Melady wisely capitalizes on first-hand 
accounts from disaster survivors and the 
SAR Techs who saved them. He records 

their raw, vivid descriptions directly 
onto the page. He also provides a glos- 
sary, as well as over 35 photos, that all 
readers will find interesting. 

Melady focusses on the life-threat- 
ening events and reactions which 
they elicit from victims and rescuers. 

Because of this approach, stories in which 
life is lost, despite the heroic efforts of 
SAR Tech Crews, seem to end abruptly. 


skills require more in-depth training than 
Basic Ground Search and Rescue in 
Canada provides. At the back of the 
guide, he lists references for further 
study. And he clearly states that field 
training is the only way to develop most 
dependable, valuable SAR skills. 
Nevertheless, Merry presents his 
theory summaries with authority. He 
emphasizes the efficiency and value of 
modern search techniques over the 
older grid search methods. 
According to Merry, grid searches 
are thorough, but they should be 
used only as a last resort because 
they consume too much valuable 
time. In parts 1 and 2, Merry 
keeps returning to the following 
statistic: 50 per cent of lost per- 
sons who die, die within 24 
hours of the point last seen 
(PLS). Merry admits that this 
statistic is taken from a New 
York and Washington State study, 


Search and R 


Melady’s tone, however, is always respect- 
ful and somber when reporting fatalities. 

Search and Rescue: When Disaster 
Strikes offers readers living, breathing 
heroes. “Plunge into Darkness” is one 
of Melady’s most captivating accounts. It 
describes SAR Techs from across Canada 
working together for over 40 grueling 
hours in a blinding snowstorm to save 
victims of the Hercules 322. This aircraft 
is familiar to some as “Boxtop 22.” The 
incredible true story of its catastrophic 
crash, which occurred on Ellesmere 
Island in 1991, continues to captivate 
readers nearly 10 years after the event. 
Accounts like “Plunge into Darkness” and 
“The Bottomless Pit,” which describes the 
1971 landslide in St. Jean Vianney, 
Quebec, have historic as well as dramatic 
value in Canada. 

John Melady’s Search and Rescue: 
When Disaster Strikes presents chilling 
events and hardworking heroes. The 
appeal of both is hard to resist. 


Cecelia Taylor 
Junior Communications Officer, NSS 


Basic Ground 


e iS 

— SCue in Canada 
OME STUDy GUIDE 

Wayne Merry 


but he believes that Canadian statistics 
would be comparable. Therefore, the key 
to effective searches has become a quick 
response time. Merry repeatedly stresses 
that “a rapid response is critical, especially 
in hostile environments” (Merry, p. 8). All 
of his lessons focus on the importance of 
quickly locating and evacuating the lost 
person alive. 

Merry’s approach to SAR is always 
practical. Volunteers going through this 
guide will learn that although SAR mem- 
bers must always respond quickly for the 
sake of the victim, they must never 
respond in a manner that puts their own 
safety at risk. Furthermore, volunteers 
should never make SAR crews appear 
unprofessional. Merry is meticulous about 
protocol. He reminds readers that proper 
SAR procedure can do more than save a 
lost person: following procedure can allow 
SAR members to aid in a legal investiga- 
tion, not become the object of one. 

The guide is separated into four parts. 
Each section builds on the information 
presented in the previous ones. Merry 
begins by describing a typical search in 
Part 1, and moves on to summarize mod- 
ern ground search techniques in Part 2. 
Parts 3 and 4 discuss further the specific 
mechanical, safety and interpersonal skills 
that members of SAR crews must have and 
develop. Merry uses graphs, charts, dia- 
grams, articles and case studies to express 
the theories clearly. Each chapter closes 
with a small test, and readers can check 
their answers against the key provided at 
the back of the book. After completing the 
quiz, readers, more confident that they 
have absorbed Merry’s key lessons, can 
move onto the next chapter. 

The self-tests and exercises make this 
guide accessible to volunteers who want to 
study at home. But readers will, no doubt, 
learn more from Merry’s guide if they can 
work in study groups. Parts 1 and 2 focus 
on theory and provide lots of opportunities 
for discussion. Not only can participants 
learn more from the experiences and 
insights of others, but they will be more 
comfortable with the group when it is time 
for the field exercises contained in parts 3 
and 4. Because searchers rarely search 
alone, practising Merry’s field exercises 


with other people would be more realistic 
and beneficial for new volunteers. 

Wayne Merry’s conversational writing 
style is generally clear and easy to read. Most 
important, the information he presents is 
extremely valuable and interesting, whether 
or not the reader is a SAR volunteer. 


Cecelia Taylor 
Junior Communications Officer, NSS 


By Earl B. Pilgrim, Flanker Press Ltd., 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, 1999 
ISBN 1-894463-01-3 


hose of us who had the good fortune 

to attend the SARSCENE ’99 workshop 

in St. John’s, Newfoundland, were 
inspired by the opening ceremonies that 
featured a documentary film recounting the 
experiences of Lucy Harris. In 1936, Lucy 
survived 11 nights and 10 days lost in the 
woods near New Melbourne, Newfoundland. 
The story reminded us never to give up. As 
I was preparing to return home following 
the workshop, I came across the book Will 
Anyone Search for Danny? at the St. John’s 
airport and learned of another story of sur- 
vival from Newfoundland: the story of 
Danny Corcoran. 


Danny Corcoran was one of the first 
Newfoundland Rangers. In October 1935, he 
was posted to the little town of Harbour Deep 
on the east coast of the Great Northern 
Peninsula. At that time of great economic hard- 
ship, the Newfoundland Rangers were the only 
representative of the government in many of 
the remote communities of Newfoundland. 
They served as law enforcement officers, game 
wardens, social service providers and the like. 

Ranger Corcoran soon grew to admire the 
people of his assigned community, and 
they, in turn, learned to respect and trust. 
him. : 
On 12 March 1936, Ranger Corcoran - 
set out on foot as a one-man patrol to 
combat caribou poaching. 

He intended to travel westward across 
the Great Northern Peninsula to Port 
Saunders. Due to severe weather 

conditions and a series of mishaps, 
Ranger Corcoran soon became — 
disoriented. For the next 12 days 
he wandered through the peninsula 
suffering severe frostbite and 
hypothermia. 
In Will Anyone Search for 
Danny?, Ear\ Pilgrim tells the 
story of Ranger Corcoran’s har- 
rowing trek across the Great 
Northern Peninsula, details the 
search operations undertaken to 
find and rescue Danny, and describes the 
agony of his friends and family as they await 
the outcome of those operations. Mr. Pilgrim 


~ based his account’on interviews with many 


people who participated in the search for 
Danny and who spoke with Ranger Corcoran 
after his rescue. Unfortunately, although Danny 
was ultimately found alive, the final chapter of 
the story is a sad one. 

Much can be learned about search and 
rescue operations and management by review- 
ing case studies. The descriptions of the search 
activities in Will Anyone Search for Danny? are 
strikingly familiar even though they occurred 


more than 60 years ago. I recommend this 
book be in the library of every search and 
rescue professional, career or volunteer. == 


Chris Long 
Washington State SAR Co-ordinator 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Upcoming Events 


SAR TRAINING PROGRAMS — 
SAUVETAGE CANADA RESCUE 


A variety of SAR training opportunities will be 
available from Sauvetage Canada Rescue. The 
courses will encompass a variety of SAR skills 
and will be offered at a number of skill levels. 
For more information contact: 

Carol Namur 

Sauvetage Canada Rescue 

1791 Principale 

St-Joseph-du-Lac, QC JON 1MO 

Tel: (450) 974-1551 

Fax: (450) 974-9793 


RESPONSE 2000 
The annual NASAR 
Response conference 
will be held 28 
September - 1 October 
at the Sheraton Hotel in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Details are still being finalized, but 
keep an eye on the NASAR Web site for the 
latest details. 
URL: www.nasar.org 


INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL RESCUE 
SYMPOSIUM (ITRS) 2000 


Pigeon Mountain Industries 

The ITRS 2000 addresses the need to stay 
informed on the latest in the field of technical 
rescue. This year the ITRS will take place on 
20-22 October 2000 in Tucson, Arizona. 

For more information or registration, contact: 
ITRS 2000 

C/O Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. 

PO Box 803 

LaFayette, GA 30728 USA 

Tel: (706) 764-1437 

URL: http:/Avww.nasar.org/itrs.shtml 


If you have any events to list in the upcoming issue of SARSCENE Magazine, 
please contact Jennifer Reaney. Phone: 1 800 727-9414 or (613) 996-3035 
E-mail: jreaney@nss.gc.ca. Fax: (613) 996-3746. 


SAR SCENE 2000 
The ninth annual 


Ow Canadian SAR work- 


shop will be held 11- 
15 October 2000 in 
Laval, Quebec. This year, for the first time, the 
COSPAS-SARSAT Seminar will be taking place in 
conjunction with SARSCENE. In attendance will 
be delegates from 30 countries. 
For more information about the workshop 
please contact: 
Louise Pilloud, Chief, Client Services 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
4th Floor Standard Life Building 
275 Slater Street 
Ottawa ON KIA 0K2 
Tel: (613) 996-2642 or 1 800 727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 
E-mail: louisep@nss.gc.ca 
URL: www.nss.gc.ca 
Carol Namur — The Volunteer Group Sauvetage 
Canada Rescue E-mail: cnamur@citenet.net 


SEARCH AND RESCUE/DISASTER 

RESPONSE CONFERENCE AND 

EXPOSITION 2000 
The fourth annual 
SR/DR Conference 
and Exposition will 
take place on 2-5 

June 2000 at the Miami Beach, Florida 

Convention Center. 

For more information on the conference 

contact: 

SR/DR 2000 

4418 East Wall Street 

Eagle River, WI 545221 USA 

Tel: (715) 477-0170 

E-mail: Support@SRDR.com 

URL: http://www.srdr.com 


MULTI-TREK 


MOUNTAIN RESCUE ASSOCIATION (MRA) 


Mountain Rescue 
Association and 
Canadian Wildlands 
Rescue Workshop 
19-21 June 2000 
Nordegg, Alberta, Canada 


Mountain Rescue Association 42nd 
Annual Conference 

22-25 June 2000 

Nordegg, Alberta, Canada 


International Commission for Alpine 
Rescue (IKAR) 52nd Annual Conference 
15-19 October 2000 

Grand Canyon, Arizona 

Cohosts: NASAR and MRA. www.ikar-cisa.org 


Mountain Rescue Association (MRA) 
Winter Meeting 

January 2001 

(weekend before Martin Luther King Day) 


Mountain Rescue Association (MRA) 
43rd Annual Meeting 

June 2001 (weekend before Father’s Day) 
Seattle, WA. 


For more information on these meeting please 
visit the Web site at: 

www.mra.org or info@mra.org 

Tim Kovacs, President 

Mountain Rescue Association 

Operations Leader/Paramedic, 

C.A.M.R.A./ MCSO MR 

E-mail: tkovacs@goodnet.com 


& 
MS 
‘site Specific Training 


Equipment Sales 


SAFETY and RESCUE TRAINING: 


¢ Lowand High Angle Rescue 
° Confined Space Rescue 
¢ Wilderness First Aid 


Michel Goulet, Director 
1180 Tawney Rd. * Ottawa * Ontario * Canada * K1G 1B7 
Tel/fax: Local (613) 748-6165 Toll Free (800) 263-5232 


SARSCENE 
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SARSCENE 2001 


SAR North of 60° - 10th Annual SAR Workshop 


WHITEHORSE, YUKON ¢ SEPTEMBER 12-15, 2001 


IT’S NOT THE GOLD RUSH, IT’S THE SARSCENE RUSH! 


hat familiar feeling is in the air again. The 10th annual SARSCENE Workshop is less than 


a month away. Annually since 1992, the NSS sponsors a SARSCENE Workshop to advance 


and promote Search and Rescue (SAR) in Canada by providing a forum for the exchange 


of information among occupational and volunteer SAR specialists, and to showcase SAR-related 


equipment and technology. 


The largest search and rescue workshop 
in Canada, SARSCENE 2001 will take place 
A in Whitehorse, Yukon, 12 — 15 September, 
3 ve 2001. "SAR North of 60°" is the theme of 
“Sie. @ © — SARSGENE 2001. The host is Whitehorse 
District Search and Rescue (WDSAR), 
assisted by the Yukon Emergency 
Measures Organization (EMO). The 
4%, Workshop helps SAR providers, 
ee) S whether paid or unpaid, work bet- 
ter to save lives and prevent injuries. 
SAR presentations will run from Thursday 
afternoon to Saturday morning, with 
SARSCENE speakers sharing their experi- 


Ce 2 ; ence with their audiences. Among this 
we wae year’s presenters are the Washington 
est 


Emergency Management Division’s Chris 
Long on leadership in SAR, and NSS’s 
Mark McGaraughty with a workshop 

on federal SAR prevention strategies. 

Always a hit with the crowds are the 
SAR demonstrations. This year there will 
be fast water rescue demonstrations, a 
SAR Tech parachute drop and a helicopter 
sling demo. 

The outdoor skills of the fifth annual 
SARSCENE Games are also very popular. 
The Games will involve stations which 
each team must visit to demonstrate 
skills found in SAR operations. 

There is a great group of diverse 
organizations at this year’s trade show. 


Stop by their booths at the Mount McIntyre 
Recreation Centre Thursday afternoon to 
Saturday morning to see what is new in 
marine, air and ground SAR goods and 
services. 

Pre-workshop training sessions are 
another chance for SAR enthusiasts to 
learn. Featured this year is a night search 
workshop by Ken Snider (SARBC), a low- 
angle rescue course by Allan Thomas Jr. 
(Toronto Fire Department), a dog clinic 
by Kirstie Simpson (WDSAR), a SAR 
management workshop by Rick Lavalla 
(ERI), and a tracking workshop ; 
by Wayne Merry (Context North). “ 
For more information on the pre- ey 
workshops contact Diane Miller’ 
at the NSS at 1-800-727-9414, 
(613) 992-8215,or ° + “dit 
dmiller@nss.gc.ca_me,., Sk Spagna 
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VARS CEN E2004 


Accommodations 


WESTMARK WHITEHORSE HOTEL 

AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
1-800-544-0970 (central reservations) 
(867) 393-9700, Fax: (867) 668-2789 
Standard single/double $105.00 + tax 


WESTMARK KLONDIKE INN 
1-800-544-0970, (central reservations) 
(867) 668-4747, Fax: (867) 667-7639 
Standard single/double $105.00 + tax 


BEST WESTERN GOLD RUSH INN 


1-800-528-1234, 1-800-764-7604 Alaska 
1-800-661-0539 Yukon/northern BC 

Fax: (867) 668-7432 

E-mail: goldrush@yknet.yk.ca 


Standard single $105.00 + tax 
Standard double $115.00 + tax 
2-bedroom suite $149.00 + tax 
King suite $169.00 + tax, $189.00 + tax 
THE BONANZA INN 

(867) 668-4545, Fax: (867) 668-6538 
Standard single/double $85.00 + tax 


@@eeGeRSeSGSeeaseeeeGGeGseeeteee See & G 


Travel Information 


AIRFARES 


The two national airlines that fly into 
Whitehorse are Air Canada (1-800-361-7585) 
and Canada 3000 (1-866-377-3030). Please 
remember to mention the SARSCENE 2001 
event number CV870392 if booking your 
flight with Air Canada and ensure the event 
number appears on the tour code box 
of your ticket. 

Since there are not many flights to 
Whitehorse, there are a limited number 
of seats available, so BOOK EARLY!! 

Prices quoted below are estimates for 
weekend flights, round trip for one adult. 


EDGEWATER HOTEL 

(867) 667-2572, Fax: (867) 668-3014 
Standard single $105.00 + tax 
Standard double $119.00 + tax 
THE STRATFORD MOTEL 

(867) 667-4243, Fax: (867) 668-7432 
Standard single/double $85.00 + tax 
HIGH COUNTRY INN 


1-800-554-4471, Fax: (403) 667-6457 
E-mail: highcinn@yknet.yk.ca 


Standard double/twin $109.00 +tax 
Standard double/double $119.00 + tax 
Mini suite w/ kitchenette $129.00 + tax 
Executive suite single Jacuzzi $139.00 + tax 


$159.00 + tax 
$199.00 + tax 


Executive suite double Jacuzzi 
Presidential suite 


No provincial sales tax in the Yukon! 
GST (7%) still applicable. am 


Weekday flight times and last minute 
bookings will increase costs. 


Halifax — Whitehorse $1100 
Toronto — Whitehorse $750 
Vancouver — Whitehorse $300 


CAR RENTAL RATES 
Budget rentals at airport terminal: 


Economy $42.00/day 
Compact $44.00/day 
Intermediate $46.00/day 
Full Size $48.00/day 


Budget rentals have 100 free kilometres 
per day, and $0.35 each extra kilometre. 
National and Hertz are also located at 
the airport terminal ==» 


All events take place at the Mount McIntyre 
Recreation Centre unless otherwise noted. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 


14:00-20:00 


15:00-17:00 


08:00-17:00 
19:00-22:00 


Registration & Information 
(Westmark Whitehorse Hotel) 
Registration & Information i 
(Westmark Klondike Hotel) 
SARSCENE Games 

Meet & Greet (Location TBD) 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 


07:00-17:00 
08:00-09:30 
09:30-10:30 
10:30-11:00 
11:00 -12:00 
12:00-13:15 
13:00-17:00 
13:00-17:00. 
13:15-14:15 
14:15-14:45 
14:45-15:45 
16:00-17:00 
Evening 


FRIDAY, 


08:00-17:00 
(09:00-17:00 
09:00-17:00 
08:15-09:15 
09:30-10:30 
10:30-11:00 
11:00-12:00 
12;00-13:15 
13:15-14:15 
14:15-14:45 
14:45-15:45 
16:00-17:00 
Evening 


Registration & Information 
Pancake Breakfast 
Opening Ceremonies 
Break 

Educational Sessions 
Lunch with the Exhibitors 
Trade Show 

Silent Auction Items 
Educational Sessions 
Coffee Break 

Educational Sessions 
Educational Sessions 
Evidence Search Volunteer Event 
(Downtown hotel TBD) 


SEPTEMBER 14 


Registration & Information 
Trade Show 

Silent Auction Items 
Educational Sessions 
Educational Sessions 
Coffee Break 

Educational Sessions 
Lunch with the Exhibitors 
Educational Sessions 
Coffee Break 

Educational Sessions 
Educational Sessions 
Volunteer Appreciation Casino Night 
(Downtown hotel TBD) 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 


08:00-12:00 
09:00-12:00 
09:00-12:00 
08:15-09:15 
09:30-10:30 
10:30-11:00 
11:00-12:00 
12:00-13:15 
13:30-16:30 


18:30-22:00 


Registration & Information 
Trade Show 

Silent Auction Items 
Educational Sessions 
Educational Sessions 
Coffee Break 

Educational Sessions 
Lunch (Delegates choice) 
SAR Demonstrations 
(Collins High School, Riverdale) 
2001 Awards Banquet 
(Location TBD) 


Although most of Yukon is a watershed 
for the Yukon River and its tributaries, 
the northern and southeastern regions 
drain into the Mackenzie River system, 
then north into the Arctic Ocean. The 
Territory has 30,000 residents, with the 
city of Whitehorse being the capital and 
population centre. 

The landscape is teeming with nature 
and animal life, including Grizzly bears. 
Yukon is home to 25 per cent of all 
Grizzlies in Canada. In the spring, hun- 
dreds of thousands of birds migrate to 
the north. Bowhead and beluga whales 
slice through the chilly waters of the 
Beaufort Sea, while seals play near and 
on the beaches. 


Frantic Follies, a show from the gold rush era, 
is a popular Whitehorse attraction. 


The climate is just as surprising as 
the land. Spring brings the bird migration 
and the rushing rivers; summer brings 


long days and the midnight sun, while the 
Northern Lights (aurora borealis) shimmer 
and dance in the frigid winter sky. 

The temperatures swing as easily as the 
seasons. The city of Whitehorse has average 
temperatures of —19°C in January and 14°C 
in July. The record high for the city is 34°C, 
but the record low for the city is -52°C! 

The history and culture of Yukon are 
as old as any in North America. The old 
name for the area was Beringia. About 
20,000 years ago, North America was 
connected with Eurasia (Siberia) by a land 
bridge across which people migrated into 
the new land now called Alaska and Yukon. 
The territory is named after these people, 
who are now known as the Yukon First 
Nations. They belong to one of eight 
Athapaskan or Tlingit language families. 
Their culture is based on two clans: Wolf 
and Crow. When they marry, it is always to 
someone of the opposite clan: Wolf marries 
Crow and vice versa. Because these clans 
are matriarchal the children belong to 
the clan of their mothers. Of the present 
Territory population, 20 per cent are of 
Aboriginal origin. 

The European influence of Yukon began 
in the 1840s with the explorations of Robert 


Campbell and John Bell, Hudson's Bay 
Company fur traders. A number of trading 
posts were built along the Yukon Territory 
River to expand the fur trade. In 1870, the 
Canadian government acquired the Yukon 
Territory from the Hudson's Bay Company 
and made it part of the Northwest Territories. 
In the 1890s, major gold deposits were found 
in the Klondike River region and nearly 
100,000 people arrived in search of gold. 

With the flood of new people settling 
down in the Yukon Territory, a local 
government had to be created. In 1895, 
Yukon was made a separate district and 
then a separate territory in 1898 with 
Dawson City as its capital. Whitehorse 
became the capital in 1952. 

The present form of government consists 
of a premier, a federally appointed com- 
missioner, an elected 14-member legislative 
assembly, and a five-member cabinet appoint- 
ed by the majority party of the assembly. 

The Territory sends one senator and one 
representative to the national Parliament. 

The Yukon Territory has a strong 
economy based on mining, its largest 
industry. Lead, zinc, silver, gold, and copper 
are the most common minerals. Tourism is 
the second most important industry as the 
Territory's history and beautiful landscape 
draw visitors from around the world. 

Transportation in Yukon is limited at best. 
For years, canoes and paddleboats plied the 
Yukon River and its tributaries because they 
were the main travel arteries. The White 
Pass and Yukon Railway between Whitehorse 
and Skagway, Alaska, so busy 
during the gold rush of the 
1890s, does not handle 


regular traffic any more. A number of 
all-weather roads such as the Alaska 
Highway service only a few of the towns 
and villages. Air transportation now 
plays a vital role to many Yukon 
communities because so many are 
accessible by air only. There is also 
an international airport at Whitehorse. 
While the only direct flights from the 
rest of Canada are from Vancouver 
and Edmonton, there are direct 
flights from Berlin to Whitehorse 
via Greenland nearly every day in the 
summer. Germans make up the largest 
percentage of tourists to Yukon. 
Finally, Yukon has an abundance 
of activities for any visitor, including 
rafting, canoeing, kayaking, hiking, 
biking, horseback riding, skiing, 
snow shoeing and snowmobile 
adventures. As well, Yukon is 
home to the toughest dog sled 
race in the world. International 
visitors travel to Whitehorse to see 
the "Yukon Quest", a grueling 1600- 
kilometre trek through harsh terrain 
from Whitehorse to Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Steeped in history, overflowing 
with culture, shimmering with beauty, 
Yukon is an exciting and friendly land 
to visit. Maybe one of Yukon’s greatest 
poets said it best: 


" It's the great, big, broad land ‘way up yonder, 


It's the forests where silence has lease; 

It's the beauty that thrills me with wonder, 

It's the stillness that fills me with peace." 
ROBERT W. SERVICE, "THE SPELL OF THE YUKON" amar 


Jon Elliott, Co-op student, Mount Saint 
Vincent University 
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you will be ell volunteer SAR activities in Yukon. 


MILES CANYON 6olD R 4 FLOAT TRIP 


adventure for all ages and abil ilities. Try 
your hand at gold panning on this gentle 
float | trip in a replica of a stampeder’s raft. 
it the archeological site of Canyon City 
___and float through beautiful 
Miles Canyon on the Yukon 
River. A knowledgeable 
and experienced guide 
will share with you the . 
historic lore and natural 
splendour of Yukon. 


WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE NARROW 
GAUGE RAILWAY EXCURSION 
: he Sept. 9, Cost: $146 

net all odds, this iron trail was born - 
the 1898 Klondike Gold Rush and built 
through some of the North's most ruggedly 
beautiful terrain. Today, 
it's a comfortable ride 
in refurbished train 
cars following the 
original route of the 
hopeful stampeders of 
1898. Leave Whitehorse at 8 a.m. for 
Fraser then board the train and travel 
through the White Pass to Skagway. Have 
lunch in Skagway then return by motor- 
coach to Whitehorse by 6 p.m. 


YUKON RIVER CANOE TRIP 
1 day Sept. 17, Cost: $80 


This is a 5 to 6 hour trip (20 miles) 


from downtown Whitehorse 

to the foot of Burma Rd., 

with a lunch stop just 
below Takhini River 
at Egg Island 
campsite. 


to accept the booking fees as a fund-raiser, so by joining in an adventure 


ilderness while you are there! 


hitehorse tourism providers have gthere a sainpling of small fo mid-size 


adventures for SARSCENE attendees. Operators have all agreed to allow WDSAR 


CHILKOOT PASS BACKPACK 
4 days, Sept. 8 — 11, 
Cost: $490+GST 
Beginning in Dyea (Alaska) 
hike the famous Chilkoot Trail 
from coastal rainforest over 
alpine tundra in the pass and down 

to boreal forest and the headwaters of 

the Yukon River. US Park Rangers and 
Canadian Park Wardens describe SAR chal- 
lenges and methods on the Chilkoot Trail 
today. You will carry your own pack with 
the necessary lightweight equipment and 
part of the grub for the days on the trail. 


HIKING/CANOEING IN KLUANE COUNTRY 
2 days, Sept. 11 — 12, Cost: $300 
Where majestic Kathleen Lake drains into 
its outlet we start our paddle across a 
chain of lakes with excellent fishing for 
grayling and rainbow trout. After three 
hours of canoeing, we shoulder our back- 
packs and head up the trail along Granite 
Creek to make camp on the shore of a 
pristine mountain lake. We have the 
evening off to explore untouched wilder- 
ness at its best and admire the famous 
peaks of Kluane National Park 

towering in the distance. 
The next morning we 
descend the trail and 
canoe back to our 
starting point. 


To receive an e-mail 
or fax brochure with more 
information e-mail dnorman@yknet.yk.ca, 
or leave a message with Denise Norman at 
(867) 668-5013. All trips require a deposit 
by August 24 and are subject to cancella- 
tion if minimum numbers of participants 
do not book by deposit date. =» 


ARSCENE Workshop is dedicated to 


advancing and promoting the level of a . & A RS C E N & 200 ] 


Search and Rescue (SAR) in Canada SAR North of 60° - 10th Annual SAR Workshop 
by providing a forum for the exchange 


WHITEHORSE, YUKON « SEPTEMBER 12-15, 2001 


of information among occupational and 
v olunteer SAR specialists, and to showcase SAR-related equipment and technology. The largest search and rescue workshop 
in Canada, SARSCENE 2001 will take place in Whitehorse, Yukon, 12 — 15 September, 2001. The workshop helps SAR providers, 


whether paid or unpaid, work better to save lives and prevent injuries. 


WORKSHOP REGISTRATION 


NAME 


ORGANIZATION 


ADDRESS 


CITY PROVINCE/STATE COUNTRY POSTAL/ZIP CODE 


PHONE ( ) FAX ( ) E-MAIL 


[_] I authorize SARSCENE 2001 to disclose contact information obtained from my registration for mailing, faxing and e-mailing purposes by commercial enterprises to 
assist with the funding of SARSCENE 2001. 


] Please send me information about the pre-workshop courses. (Fees and payment will be handled by course instructors.) 
AWARDS BANQUET REGISTRATION FEES METHOD OF PAYMENT 


L] Iwill attend the Awards Banquet FEE NUMBER TOTAL CL] I am enclosing a cheque or money order 
C) I will have guest(s) Workshop $90 x $ made payable to SARSCENE 2001 


accompanying me to the ; : 
Banquet Workshop Totel pA et) I will pay by: [J MasterCard L) Visa 


C1 Vegetarian* BANQUET Card # 
C1 Allergic to seafood/shellfish/fish* | Registrant $20 x Exp. Date Mi 
* For planning purposes only. Guest $40 x Signature 


You are still responsible for ensuring Banquet Total Cheques or money orders must be made payable to SARSCENE 2001 
your dinner is suitable for you. and mailed to the National Search and Rescue Secretariat with 
the registration form. No reimbursement for cancellations after 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE (1+2) ee September 1, 2001. All cancellations must be received in writing. 


SARSCENE 2001 CHALLENGE GAMES REGISTRATION 


TEAM NAME CONTACT NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY PROVINCE/STATE COUNTRY POSTAL/ZIP CODE 


PHONE ( FAX ( ) E-MAIL 


TEAM MEMBERS: 
(4 PER TEAM) 


L] Please send me more information on the Games. * All members are required to register 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT RETURN FORM TO 


General Inquiries / LYNN TREMBLAY 

Presentations/Awards Diane Miller (613) 996-3035 or 1 800 727-9414  dmiller@nss.gc.ca SARSCENE 2001 Registrar 

Registration Lynn Tremblay (613) 996-4737 or 1 800 727-9414 — Itremblay@nss.gc.ca National Search and Rescue Secretariat 
Games John Chaffey (613) 996-3727 or 1 800 727-9414 — jchaffey@nss.gc.ca 275 Slater Street, 4th Fl, Ottawa, ON K1A OK2 
Trade Show Louise Crone (613) 996-3590 or 1 800 727-9414 — Icrone@nss.gc.ca Fax: (613) 996-3746 
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Appointment of the Executive Director for 
the National Search and Rescue Secretariat 


he Honourable Art Eggleton, Lead 

Minister Responsible for Search and 

Rescue, is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Ms. Jean Murray as 
Executive Director, National Search 
and Rescue Secretariat, effective 
27 August 2001. 

Before joining the 

federal public service in 1976, 
Ms. Murray worked in municipal 
government and the private sector 
in the United Kingdom, France, Spain 
and New Brunswick. She has held positions 
with Public Works Canada, the Treasury 
Board Secretariat and Transport Canada, 
where she worked in aviation policy and 
railway safety, and as Director, 


Departmental Secretariat. Ms. Murray 
also spent 13 years with the Canadian 
Coast Guard, where her appointments 
included Director General, Rescue, 
Safety and Environmental Response, 
and Director General, Marine 
Navigation Services. Prior to 
joining the National Search 
and Rescue Secretariat, she 
was Director of Communications 
with Statistics Canada. 
Ms. Murray was born in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, and received her university 
education (B.A. in Geography, French and 
English) at the University of London, 
England, where she also received a post 
graduate diploma in Urban Planning. a= 


Change in New SAR Initiatives Fund 


(NIF) Program Policy 


he Lead Minister Responsible for 

Search and Rescue, the Honourable 

Art Eggleton, recently approved the 
following changes to the NIF program, as 
recommended by the Interdepartmental 
Committee on Search and Rescue (ICSAR). 

The existing 25 per cent funding 
contribution requirement from provincial/ 
territorial sponsored projects will be 
replaced with a requirement for cost 
sharing and partnerships for all project 
proposals, combined with a revised 
scoring system that provides additional 
weight in these areas and to relative 
need (i.e., potential to improve the 
search and rescue system). 

In addition, the definition of what 
kind of support qualifies as cost sharing 
has been expanded to include in-kind 
contributions, not just financial contri- 
butions. All contributions must be valued, 
documented in the NIF proposal and 
capable of being monitored and audited. 
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The policy changes are designed to make 
NIF funds equally accessible to all; to encour- 
age additional investments in projects that 
benefit search and rescue; and to improve 
project management and auditability. 

The changes will apply to projects that 
are undertaken in 2003-2004, to give project 
proponents and reviewing authorities time to 
adjust to the changes. The NIF Program Guide 
(available at our Web site, www.nss.gc.ca) will 
be updated to provide specific direction and 
explanations on new parameters for contribu- 
tions and amendments to scoring processes. 
The updated version will be available in April 
2002. All NIF proposals submitted for the 
2003-2004 project cycle and beyond must 
conform to the changes in policy. A review 
will be done by the NSS after two years 
to determine whether the changes have 
accomplished the objectives of achieving 
greater accessibility, encouraging additional 
investment and improving project monitoring 
and control. sm 


Questions and Answers about the Change 
in New SAR Initiatives Fund Program Policy 


Can anyone still make a 
submission to the New SAR 
Initiatives Fund (NIF)? 


Yes, provided the submission 
goes through an NSS-recognized 
NIF sponsor organization, and 
the cost is shared (cash or in- 
kind). The NIF has always been 
open to encouraging new SAR 
innovations, but now there is 
no specified minimum percent- 
age that must be cost shared. 
Applicants can assign a value 
to the contributions of goods 
and services they plan to 
provide to implement a pro- 
posal. The NIF will be more 
accessible, but will still ensure 
the serious commitment of 

the applicant. 


Will these changes affect the 
kind of proposals submitted 
or their timing? 


No. These changes do not 
alter any of the fundamental 
guidelines for the selection 
of projects, which remain 
focussed on encouraging 
new ideas in the field of search 
and rescue. The criteria and 
principles of the NIF can be 
found in the NIF Program 
Guide at www.nss.gc.ca. 

These policy changes 
apply to projects proposed 
for the 2003-2004 NIF cycle 
and beyond. The submission 
of proposals will follow the 
normal NIF schedule. Proposals 
received for funding considera- 
tion in 2002-2003 have already 
entered the review and approval 
process, and will be evaluated 
using existing NIF program 
policies. 


How do these changes affect 
future proposals from my 
province /territory? 


Volunteer groups, provinces and 
territories will no longer need to 
commit to 25 per cent of the total 
value of a proposal before its sub- 
mission. However, some degree 
of financial commitment must be 
made; this can be in cash, in-kind 
contributions, or a combination 
of both. An example of an in-kind 
contribution could be the use of a 
training facility or the provision of 
personnel directly related to the 
project implementation. A defini- 
tion of in-kind contributions will 
be developed and provided in the 
updated New SAR Initiatives Fund 
Program Guide. The greater 

the contribution, the greater 

the likelihood the proposal will 
receive the maximum allocated 
points for cost sharing. The new 
system is meant to encourage 
additional investments of money 
or time in SAR from project 
sponsors and others to accom- 
pany the strategic investments 
made by the NIF itself, as well as 
to ensure that proposals submit- 
ted will have the full support of 
the submitting agency. Specific 
points will also be allocated for 
enlisting partners. Of course, 
proposals must still meet all 

the criteria of the NIF Program 
Guide, and compete with other 
proposals, as in the past. 


How do these changes affect 
jroposals from my federal 


department? 


Federal departments must 
also indicate cost sharing of 
proposals and may also value 
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in-kind contributions to 
calculate the total amount of 
the contribution. For example, 
costs that can be attributed 
directly to the proposal to 
enable a project to proceed 
will be considered as shared 
value. The same principle 
will apply to both federal 
departments and non-federal 
agencies. 


Will this announcement result 
in a rush of proposals that will 
overwhelm the federal and 
provincial NIF sponsors? 


The purpose of the NIF is 

to encourage the submission 

of new ideas, and more are 
welcome. There are no changes 


To receive a catalogue 
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in the categories of eligible 
proposals as a result of this 
announcement. 

The NIF review and 
approval process involves a 
merit board that assesses all 
the projects that are submitted, 
and this process should be 
largely unaffected, even if there 
is an increase in the number 
of proposals received. 

Most NIF sponsoring 
agencies, whether they are 
provinces and territories or 
federal departments, have 
their own criteria for accepting 
proposals. For example, many 
provinces and territories 
require proposals to meet 
screening criteria based on 
their own priorities. For the 
same reason, any increase in 
submissions from the provinces 
and territories is not expected 
to be significant. as 
Per Nilsen, NSS 
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Cormorants Come 


na rainy, cold and windy Saturday, 

September 29, last year, two bright 

yellow and red CH149 Cormorant 
helicopters lifted off from the Agusta plant 
helipad at Vergiate (pronounced ver- 
gee-ah-tay), Italy, and headed westward. 
This departure was not for another of the 
many testing and training flights conducted 
almost daily since Canada’s new SAR heli- 
copters began coming off the production 
line in February, 2000. These machines 
were leaving Vergiate for the last time, 
heading home — to Comox, British 
Columbia, nearly 10 000 kilometres 
away, the first of their types to be deliv- 
ered to the Canadian Forces. Avoiding 
the Alps, owing to the bad weather, the 
ferry flight would take the crews along 
the Mediterranean coast and then north- 
westward through France to England and 
Scotland. The Atlantic crossing began as 
the Cormorants left the Scottish coast and 
headed via the Faeroe Islands to Keflavik 
in Iceland. Then it was on to Greenland, 
where crews skirted the southern coastline 
before crossing the Davis Strait to make 
landfall in Canada at Iqaluit, NWT. 

Leading the flight as Mission 

Commander was Major Alex Thomson, 


Home to 


the Labrador (and now Cormorant as well) 
Standards Officer from the Canadian Forces’ 
Transport and Rescue Standards and 
Evaluation Team in Trenton. As Canada’s 
most experienced Cormorant pilot to date, 
with about 250 flying hours on the new 
machine and 5 300 hours on the Labrador, 
Major Thomson is well qualified to draw 
comparisons: “At 140 knots on auto-pilot, 
the Cormorant is smooth and quiet. ..a simi- 
lar trip (57 flying hours over 12 days with a 
pair of two-day stopovers for maintenance 
and crew rest) in the Labrador would leave 
you totally exhausted. ..and with an aching 
back.” He goes on to talk about the capa- 
bilities the Cormorant will bring to the SAR 
role: “While the cruise speeds are not too 
different between the Cormorant (140 knots) 
and Labrador (120 knots), the former can 
maintain that speed at much higher weights 
and altitudes, permitting faster, more 

direct transits (over high ground or weather 
systems) to a distress site. The Cormorant 
will also offer a somewhat greater radius of 
action than the Labrador and will be capable 
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of operating in icing conditions, which 
is prohibited for the Labrador. From a 
safety perspective, in the event of an engine 
failure the Cormorant can maintain a hover 
(at reduced operating weights) or safely 
fly out of the hover, an option not always 
possible with the Labrador. The Cormorant’s 
fully automatic flight control system, cou- 
pled with a radar altimeter and doppler, 
gives it an ‘auto-hover’ capability, allowing 
it to maintain a position without manual 
input, greatly reducing pilot fatigue and 
shortening the time required to hoist 
victims. Once aboard, casualties can 
receive medical treatment enroute to 
hospital, facilitated by the Cormorant’s 
significantly larger cabin (about 25% 
larger than that of the Labrador).” 
Although the first two, of the eventual 
fleet of fifteen Cormorants, were formally 
accepted in a ceremony at 19 Wing Comox 
on October 29, it will still be months 
before the type first sees SAR standby duty. 


Comox 


Operational, or Category III, testing 
remains to be done — developing and 
verifying the operating parameters and 
procedures by which crews will carry 

out the various types of SAR missions. 
Concurrently, additional pilots and flight 
engineers will be undergoing ground 
school, simulator and flying training on 
the Cormorant at Agusta-Westland facilities 
in Yeovil, Great Britain, and Vergiate, Italy, 
prior to returning to Canada to set up 

the operational conversion course at 

442 Squadron in Comox. There, over 

the next two years, aircrew from all four 
squadrons operating Labradors will transi- 
tion to the Cormorant, returning to their 
home units as the new helicopters arrive. 
In a carefully phased sequence that will 
see no break in primary SAR helicopter 
standby posture, Cormorants will gradually 
assume SAR duty across the country. The 
Labrador era will come to an end some- 
time in 2003, nearly 40 years after the type 
first entered service with the RCAR ==» 

By Major Grant MacDonald, NSS 


SAR PREVENTION 


PREVA N 


Each year, the National Search and Rescue Secretariat reviews prevention projects to identify 
elements and criteria that have contributed to the success of the project or activity (i.e., a resul- 
tant change in attitude, or a change in behaviour of the target audience). These best practices 
are then shared among members of the Federal SAR Prevention Working Group to encourage 
the use of lessons learned and best practices in developing prevention programs. Some of 

the best practices identified to date include: basing a prevention program on clearly identified 
needs, targeting specific audiences, identifying the degree of risk associated with given activities, 
spelling out the consequences of unsafe practices, and suggesting appropriate behaviours. 


To ensure wide distribution of the 
tests, campaign crews attended 37 boat, 
sporting and cottage shows countrywide. 
They also promoted the project in com- 
munity newspapers, marine publications, 
marinas and on the Web. A big step for 
the project was that the tests were included 
in the Reader's Digest Boating Supplement, 
which reached another 4 million people. 
In the end, 57 443 contestants answered 
the questionnaire. 

The project also included 13 mini- 
tests, about a minute long each, that 
were broadcast in both official languages. 
These aired on national boating, fishing 
and hunting shows watched by the 
target audience. 


through the Office of Boating Safety, 

and Parks Canada have used some 
of these best practices to craft two new 
prevention initiatives — the National 
Interactive Safe Boating Test, and Heading 
Out? Check it Out! Both projects are based 
on clearly identified needs: they target 
specific audiences, present messages that 
can be widely distributed, and suggest 
what people should do to reduce risks. 


CANADIAN COAST GUARD — NATIONAL 
INTERACTIVE SAFE BOATING TEST 


Each year, more than 8 million recreational 
boaters take to Canadian waters: this translates 
into 2.8 million boats out there. Unfortunately, 
in 1998, 66 per cent of all vessels involved in 
Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) SAR incidents 
were recreational boats. In response to the 
growing need for boater education, the CCG 
started a SAR prevention project, the CCG’s 
National Interactive Safe Boating Test, which 
was completed in September 2000. 

The objective was to promote safe 
boating and to encourage boaters to get 
their boating safety operator card. The 
National Interactive Safe Boating Test took 
place in 1999 and 2000 and included two 
tests on safe boating practices. 

In addition to being NIF-funded, the 
project attracted 38 sponsors who donated 
more than $3.5 million in cash and goods 
and services to make the campaign the 
largest ever in Canada. 


R oth the Canadian Coast Guard, 
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Once all the test ballots were in, 
the answers were televised, and prizes 
were drawn during a one-hour television 
special aired on both the CTV Sportsnet 
and the Outdoor Life Network. They 
reached an audience of more than 
4 million Canadians. 

Three years of hard work paid off. The 
Canadian Coast Guard's National Interactive 
Safe Boating Test provides a fine example 
of a successful prevention effort. 


PARKS CANADA AGENCY — HEADING OUT? 
CHECK IT OUT! 


Parks Canada’s public service announce- 
ment (PSA) campaign — Heading Out? 
Check It Out! — is another example of a 
prevention project that incorporates some 
of the best practice elements identified 
above. This ongoing New SAR Initiatives 
Fund project is in its third and final year. 

Research carried out between 1994 
and 1997 showed that Parks Canada 
delivered safety messages during the 
arrival and on-site phase of park visits, 
but was doing little to increase safety 
awareness before visitors came to a park. 
It became evident there was a real need 
for this type of prevention project. 


The Hon. Herb Dahliwal, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, with sea scouts and Theodore Tug Boat 
at the launch of National Safe Boating Week. 
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In keeping with the visions and objective 
statement for SAR Prevention (April 1998), 
Parks Canada wanted to motivate youth 
to obtain and use the knowledge, skills 
and equipment necessary to make smart 
choices and to avoid or reduce the number, 
frequency and severity of SAR incidents. 

Parks Canada’s television-based media 
campaign has a clearly targeted audience 
— Canadian youth aged 9 to 24. The 
30-second PSAs highlight both summer 
and winter activities (10 each) and are 
broadcast in French and English. 

Parks Canada wanted to focus on out- 
door activities, popular among youth, that 
regularly result in injury and SAR response. 
It also wanted to depict the cultural diversity 
of Canadian youth and to make its PSAs 
appropriate to both language audiences. 

- The short-term goal of the PSAs is to 
teach young adults about the nature and 
risks of outdoor recreation, to encourage 
the notion that safety is a shared responsibil- 
ity and that people must take responsibility 
for their own safety. The long-term goal is 
to encourage the next generation to be more 
self-reliant and to plan in accordance with 
the difficulty of the activities they pursue. 

Parks Canada wanted the announce- 
ments to be youth oriented and positive, 
with a touch of humour. It also looked for 
a design that maximized replay and airtime. 

These PSAs go to approximately 
100 cable stations, specialty channels and 
television stations across Canada. Stations 
are likely to air them because they: 


e demonstrate good corporate citizenship, 

e facilitate the management of airtime 
(i.e., they are time fillers), and 

¢ help stations meet their Canadian 
content quota. 


In the final stages of production and 
distribution, the Heading Out? Check It 
Out! project promises to be a huge success 
and a model for SAR prevention programs 
nationwide. Stay tuned to see Parks Canada 
PSAs on a station in your area. == 


Jon Elliott, Co-op student, Mount Saint Vincent 
University and Mark McGaraughty, NSS 


For more information on SAR prevention 

or additional information on these projects, 
contact Mark McGaraughty at the National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat: (613) 996-0517 
or Mark@nss.ge.ca. 
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A Red 911 Whistle for the North 


safety initiative that provides whistles 

for children to call for help in isolated 

communities in northern Ontario is 
going national. More than 30 000 of the 
distinctive red whistles have been distrib- 
uted in more than 40 Ojibwa and Cree 
communities in Northern Ontario by the 
Canadian Rangers, army reservists who 
are the only military presence in Canada’s 
remote and isolated areas. 

Many Aboriginal communities in remote 
areas do not have ready access to emergency 
services, such as 911 telephone systems. 
Children are trained to carry the whistles 
at all times and to use them when they are 
lost, in trouble on water, or want to call 
for help when they encounter physical or 
sexual abuse or other emergencies. 

The Department of National Defence is 
expanding the program so that more than 
100 000 whistles will be handed out else- 
where in Canada, said Major David Scandrett, 
Commanding Officer of 3rd Canadian Ranger 
Patrol Group at Canadian Forces Base 
Borden, which commands the 10 Canadian 
Ranger Patrols in Northern Ontario. 

“We were involved in about 20 body 
recoveries in Ontario alone last year,” he 
said. “That kind of puts wilderness safety 
in perspective. In most of the places we go 
you can’t dial 911. Or, if you do, nothing 
happens. There are few pay phones and 
limited policing is available. In many of 
the communities there are only a couple 
of constables, one on duty and the other 
off duty.” Major Scandrett said the idea 
for the Ranger Red Whistle program 
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first came to him when he read about 
university groups handing out rape 
whistles to female students who walk 
alone on campus. 

The Canadian Rangers will soon be 
distributing the whistles in Yukon, North- 
west Territories, Nunavut, Newfoundland 
and Northern Quebec. The whistles were 
distributed throughout Northern Ontario 
by members of the 3rd Canadian Ranger 
Patrol Group staff. But the brunt of the 
work fell to Warrant Officer Bruce Dunn 
who spent weeks travelling to isolated 
communities, many of which can only 
be reached by air. The populations of 
the First Nations’ settlements he visited 
ranged in size from 240 to 2 400 people. 

‘Td sometimes be the only person to get 
off the plane,” he said, “and I'd find there 
was no one else at the airstrip. Sometimes it 
was 30 or 40 below zero and I had to hike 
five kilometres into the settlement carrying 
all my gear and whistles, including food in 
case I had to cook for myself.” He gave the 
whistles to children in grades one to six in 
the community schools, telling them they 
were not toys and were to be used only 
in an emergency. “Is it worth it?” he said. 
“Sure it is. If the whistle helps one kid who 
gets lost on the land or lands up in trouble, 
because a snowmobile breaks down or 
goes through the ice or something like 
that, then it’s worth giving them out.” 

“A whistle is a cheap way to help save 
a life.” gi 
Sergeant Peter Moon, Media Relations Ranger, 
3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol Group, CFB Borden. 
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SARSCENE 2001 


“NORTHERN WORKSHOP 


before the SARSCENE 2001 Games and 

Workshop were scheduled to open. 
Many delegates, presenters and exhibitors 
were stranded in airports across Canada 
and the United States, and could not make 
it to SARSCENE. Even though the number 
of participants who could attend and the 
number of speakers and exhibitors who 
could make it were still unknown, the 
NSS decided to go ahead as planned. 

It was the first time the SARSCENE 
workshop was being held in Canada’s 
territories, as reflected in the theme 
“North of 60°.” Yukon has a population of 
30 000 and most people live in its capital, 
Whitehorse. As more and more Canadians 
are participating in outdoor activities, 
the need for SAR expands every year 
and Yukon is no exception. Located in 
an area of natural beauty with spectacular 
landscape, Whitehorse is a great setting 
for wilderness sports and activities, and 
an ideal location for a SAR workshop. 

The hosts this year were the Whitehorse 
District Search and Rescue Society, in 
collaboration with the Yukon EMO, the 
City of Whitehorse, RCMP “M” Division, 
DND and Parks Canada. 

Two pre-workshop sessions were 
held: low-angle rope rescue on Monday 
and Tuesday with Captain Al Thomas Jr., 
Special Operations, Heavy Urban SAR, 


Te tragic events happened the day 


___ rivers less touched by time and civilization, terror would not find 

. you, that somehow you would feel protected. I will always remember 
ae _ SARSCENE 2001 in Whitehorse, Yukon, because of its success but 
also because of the impact of the tragic events of 11 Se, ember 
the United States. 3 | ‘ 


You would think that in a remote territory, a land of mountains and 4 


Toronto Fire Services; and a four-day dog 
clinic with WDSAR’s Kirstie Simpson. 

The SARSCENE Games were a great 
success, as usual, with five teams chal- 
lenged by stations involving navigation, 
medical first response, SAR planning, clue 
awareness, mystery (team building) and 
relay events involving a rescue disc throw, 
knot-tying exercise and litter carry. The 
winning team was the Foothills SAR from 
Turner Valley, Alberta. The Canine Games 
were to be held this year in conjunction 
with the SARSCENE Games but the events 
of 11 September took front stage and many 
dog teams left Whitehorse for New York 
or were tasked to support the local airport. 

The workshop started with a delicious 
traditional sourdough pancake breakfast 
with the help of VIP flippers — Yukon 
Senator Ione Christensen, Nova Scotia RCMP 
Constable Tim Nicholson, Washington State 
SAR Co-ordinator Chris Long and others. 
Senator Christensen showed up early 
and asked where the kitchen was as she 
removed her coat and scarf, donned a 
small waist apron and started to mix 
ingredients without getting a speck of 
flour on her dark green dress! 

The opening ceremony was followed 
with a performance by the Tagish Kwan 
dancers from Kwanlin Dun First Nation 
and a touching, spontaneous prayer for 
the people of New York, especially SAR 
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Yukon Premier Pat Duncan 


providers. The politicians came next: 
Senator Christensen, Whitehorse Mayor 
Ernie Bourassa, Yukon Tourism Minister 
Sue Edelman, followed by our WDSAR 
host Debbie Brewster and NSS Louise 
Pilloud on behalf of Jean Murray, NSS 
Executive Director. 

Thanks to last-minute offers by many 
participants to substitute for absent presen- 
ters, we were able to continue with the full 
program of four simultaneous educational 
sessions over three days. They revived the 
program with many new and interesting 
themes, most on the spur of the moment. 

Chris Long, Rick LaValla and Rick 
Goodman agreed to reformat their usual 
pre-workshop on search management 
course, and drew a large crowd. Toronto 
Firefighter Al Thomas also commanded 
wide interest with his timely Heavy Urban 
SAR presentations. Local first-time presenter 
Bob Daffe (Tatshenshini Expediting Co.) 
proved an excellent speaker with his theme 
“Training Saves the Rescuer.” Other much 
appreciated workshops were David Brewer’s 
(BC PEP) presentation on conducting a 
review of SAR incidents, David Taylor's 
(Government of Northwest Territories) 
presentation on the COSPAS/SARSAT emer- 
gency locator beacon system and Monica 
Ahlstrom’s (SARVAC) presentation on 


SARS CENE 2001 


Winnie-the-Pooh and SAR. Our international 


friends were also part of the workshop. 
Belgian policeman Nico de Baene managed 
to make it from Brussels and described the 
Belgian approach and system on missing 
persons. Seppo Wuori described Ground 
SAR in Sweden. 

We were able to go on with a reduced 
trade show with a dozen exhibitors, 
including one from the United Kingdom. 
The exhibitors were Globalstar Canada 
Satellites, Univisor, Canadian Red Cross, 
CASARA Yukon, Canadian and U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliaries, Environment Canada, 
Public Works and Government Services 
Canada/Government Satellite Services, 
Rocky Mountain Tents, Environment 
Canada, WDSAR and the Nova Scotia 
Ground Search and Rescue Association. 

. On Saturday, the delegates and the 
public were invited to attend the SAR 
demos on the shore of the Yukon River. 
Tatshenshini Expediting Co. demonstrated 
fast-water rescue techniques, including 
a canoe ‘T’ rescue, a raft flip rescue, 

a kayak rescue and some rope-rescue 
techniques. The Carcross Area Rescue 
Team Association, aboard a Zodiac craft, 
demonstrated how to position a crew in a 
craft to allow safe and quick turns while 
speeding toward a victim. Finally, Captain 
Al Thomas Jr., Special Operations, Heavy 
Urban SAR, Toronto Fire Services, presented 
a low-angle rope rescue demo, using the 
Foothills SAR team in simulation roles. 

Two social activities were organized 
by WDSAR and were well attended. In 
the tradition of northern hospitality, we 
were invited to participate in the Evidence 
Search, an evening scavenger hunt where 
teams were directed to certain downtown 
establishments and asked to gather infor- 
mation or items, with prizes going to the 
winning teams. 

The Volunteer Appreciation Night 
took the form of Days of the '98 Gold 
Rush Review, with clocks turned back 
to the days of the Klondike Gold Rush in 
1898. Participants rented period casino- 
style costumes and joined in for a show 
with the local Snowshoe Shufflers acting 
as masters of ceremony. The local 2001 
Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous Queen, 


Samantha Mason, signalled the start of 

the SAR Sam competition which featured 
animal calls, a fashion show, chain saw 
chuck, log sawing, snowshoe relay and 
other events. The competition was won by 
Siireté du Québec’s Inspector Robert Poeti. 
Delegates danced through the night until 
the saloon closed. 

At the NSS awards and closing banquet, 
Yukon Premier Pat Duncan and Ms. Joanne 
MacDonald, a representative of the Council 
of the Yukon First Nations, addressed the 
delegates. Since only one of the achieve- 
ment certificate recipients was able to 
attend, only a partial awards ceremony 
was held. A full ceremony was held on 
10 December in Ottawa hosted by the 
Honourable Art Eggleton, Lead Minister 
Responsible for Search and Rescue. The 
closing ceremony was orchestrated to 
surprise everyone. Making a grand 
entrance at the sound of the pipes, the 
President of the Nova Scotia Ground SAR 
Association, Charlie Strickland, and Nova 
Scotia RCMP Constable Tim Nicholson were 
resplendent in their traditional costumes 
and invited us to attend SARSCENE 2002 
in Halifax, 11-14 September 2002. Debbie 
Brewster, as 2001 host, officially passed 
on the flag to next year’s host. 

Despite the challenge of the New York 
tragedy, the first SARSCENE workshop 
north of 60° was a tremendous success. 
The smaller number of participants meant 
a more intimate and cozier atmosphere, 

a feeling of truly being among friends 

and family. It also reflected how things 
are done in Yukon, where people are 
accustomed to pulling together in difficult 
times to fulfil their obligations. =» 

Louise Pilloud, NSS 


SARSCENE 2001 
T-SHIRTS & POSTERS 
STILL AVAILABLE 
As a fundraiser for WDSAR, Yukon 
artist Chris Caldwell generously created 
a special SAR poster. Its design is also 
duplicated on special SARSCENE 2001 
souvenir T-shirts. They are both 
available at www.wdsar.yk.ca 
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INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF 
VOLUNTEERS 
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Yves Duguay-Gagné and his wife at the 
RCMP Musical Ride. 


s many of you know, the 
A United Nations General 

Assembly proclaimed 2001 
to be the International Year of 
Volunteers. This occasion provides 
a unique opportunity to highlight 
the achievements of the millions 
of volunteers worldwide and 
encourage more people globally 
to engage in volunteer activity. 

On 26 April 2001, a special cere- 
mony was held on Parliament Hill to 
honour those volunteers who assist 
with national programs. Included 
in the representatives were two 
ground search and rescue volunteers, 
who were identified by the National 
Ground Search and Rescue Council 
as deserving of special recognition. 
The Honourable Jane Stewart, 
Minister of Human Resources 
Development Canada presented 
Mr. Yves Duguay-Gagné and 
Mr. Richard Smith with their certifi- 
cates in front of an audience including 
the Honourable Sheila Copps, 
Minister of Canadian Heritage. = 
Diane Miller and Tina Bouchard, NSS 


SARS CENE 20:02 


NOWA SCOUA GOWN 
SEARGCHFANDIRIESCUE 
NSSOGMAION 


ach year, the National Search and 

Rescue Secretariat works with the 

provincial search and rescue authority 
and a volunteer organization from the 
workshop area to help host SARSCENE. 
For 2002, this group is the Nova Scotia 
Ground Search and Rescue 
Association (NSGSARA). 

The NSGSARA assists GSAR 
teams in their efforts to pro- 
vide a superior and dedicated 
level of service to the people 
of Nova Scotia. 

The association consists of 
25 member teams encompassing 
more than 1 550 men and women, who 
provide the ground search and rescue 
coverage for the province. Member teams 
are 100 per cent volunteer, operate under 
the authority of the Emergency Measures 
Organization (EMO) and are called out 
by the EMO or police agencies when 
someone is reported lost. 
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From their origin in Cape Breton in 
the 1960s, GSAR teams eventually spread 
through the rest of Nova Scotia. 

The deaths of a child and a volunteer 
ground searcher in 1969 created a real 

awareness of the need for a formally 
mandated GSAR program. The 
EMO of Nova Scotia took the 

initiative and created the 
first GSAR program, com- 
plete with financial and 
workers’ compensation 
for the volunteers. 

The provincial organiza- 
tion was formed in 1990, with 
the inaugural meeting of the NSGSARA 
in Shubenacadie. In October 1994, the 
program was further strengthened by 
the signing of a memorandum of under- 
standing between the RCMP (Nova Scotia, 
H Division), who co-ordinate search and 
rescue through their policing contract with 
the province, the EMO and the NSGSARA. 

These three organizations — by sharing 
resources and volunteers — have developed 


an efficient, effective and comprehensive 
GSAR program. In addition, participants 
have delivered a preventive GSAR program 
to more than 50 000 young Nova Scotians. 
Current research and development activities 
continue to help ensure the rescue of those 
whose lives are in danger. 

In response to the Swiss Air 111 disaster, 
NSGSARA members and teams accounted 
for over 40 000 person hours in emergency 
response missions ranging from recovering 
aircraft parts from the shores and islands, 
to recovering human remains. 

Already highly trained, NSGSARA teams 
are also cross-trained with organizations 
such as the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary 
and the Civil Air Search and Rescue 
Association (CASARA). 

The NSGSARA is an example of a 
successful volunteer organization with 
extremely successful training standards. 
The NSS is happy to host SARSCENE 2002 
with the Nova Scotia Ground SAR Associa- 
tion and the province of Nova Scotia. a» 


Jon Elliott, Co-op student 
Mount Saint Vincent University 


For more information on the SARSCENE 
workshop, visit our Web site at www.nss.gc.ca 
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Canada’s Ocean Playground — Home of SARSCENE 2002 


SARSCENE 2002 — Halifax, Nova Scotia. If ever there was a guaranteed great time, this is it. 

I'm talking about the workshop, of course. I'm Jon Elliott, a co-op student for four months at the 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat (NSS) here in Ottawa, and my province of origin is Nova 
Scotia. Sure I'm biased, but after you read this article, none of you SAR-loving people will want 
to miss the annual SARSCENE workshop in Halifax, 11-14 September. 


A LITTLE HISTORY 


Nova Scotia’s original inhabitants, the 
Mi’kmag, are culturally rich, with an 
ancient culture, living language and 
unique craft traditions. 

The first European settlers in Nova 
Scotia were French soldiers and explorers 
who fared well enough to convince the old 
country that full-scale settlement was the 
way to go. These settlers, whose descen- 
dants are the Acadians, constructed their 
farms and communities on land built up 
from briny and brackish seawater swamps 
through extensive networks of dykes. 

The French got new neighbours with the 
arrival of the British who soon established 
military outposts and permanent settlements 
all over the area, the most notable being 
Halifax in 1749. Halifax quickly became the 
cornerstone of English tradition and culture, 
rivaling Boston and New York in strategic 
and commercial significance. During the 
many years of war between England and 
France, settlers often found themselves 
swearing allegiance to a new nation as 
territory was won or lost in battle. 


NOW ON TO THE PRESENT DAY! 


Nova Scotia’s population is about 937 000. 
At the eastern edge of Canada’s maritime 
region, the province is at the centre of 
the Atlantic trading rim. It’s the last port 
of call on the way east and the first coming 
west. Of course, it helps to have a provin- 
cial capital (Halifax) with the second 
largest, natural, ice-free harbour in the 
world — a regular stop for both large 
freighters and cruise ships. 

Now what is Nova Scotia best known for? 
If most of you land-locked people guessed 
pubs, beer or Tim Horton’s, you’re wrong. 


It’s the natural beauty: the crashing ocean 
and twisting coastline are world renowned. 
The dazzling splendour of the Cape Breton 
highlands is featured in nearly every 
tourism or promotional advertisement the 
province produces. The Cabot Trail, winding 
its way through the highlands, is only one 
of the scenic routes the province offers. 
Every harbour and inlet along the South 
Shore provides something unique, while 
the Acadian fields and dykes crisscross the 
charming Annapolis Valley. And then there’s 
Peggy's Cove where wave-smoothed rocks 
meet the thundering Atlantic Ocean. 

On a sombre note, the picturesque 
lighthouse and rocky shoreline will 
forever remind us of the late-night 
tragedy of 2 September 1998, when Swiss 
Air Flight 111 crashed a few kilometres 
offshore leaving no survivors among the 
229 passengers and crew. That devastating 
air disaster certainly puts the SARSCENE 
workshops, along with search and 
rescue in general, into perspective. 

One thing you will learn in September 
2002 is that Nova Scotia is all about 
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entertainment. Sure to get your hands 
clapping and feet stomping is Nova Scotia's 
own brand of east coast music, heard 

live all over the province. Food of every 
culture, taste and description can be 
found up and down the coast and the 
seafood is second to none. The pub 

scene is alive and kicking province-wide, 
and Nova Scotia is home to some of the 
finest breweries in Canada. 

Of course it’s a maritime province, so 
there are boat tours and whale watching 
expeditions. A cruise on the world famous 
schooner Bluenose will take you back 
to the days when wind was the means 
of transportation and exploration. 

Nova Scotia is a beautiful province 
that can satisfy any nature enthusiast or 
shutterbug. The province boasts lots of 
woods and parks: nature and wildlife 
are really important here. Sure is good 
to feel safe though (way to go, Nova Scotia 
Ground SAR!). And animal sanctuaries, 
such as the Shubenacadie Wildlife Park, 
enable visitors to see many creatures 
in their natural environments. 

Steeped in history, brimming with 
excitement, blessed with beauty, Nova 
Scotia has everything. At SARSCENE 2002, 
workshop attendees will see why this 
province, and Halifax, are known as 
Canada’s ocean playground. a= 


Jon Elliott, Co-op student 


Mount Saint Vincent University 


Yarmouth, NS 


URBAN SAR 


Red Cross Caring for Victims’ Families 


The wooden wall runs the length of the sidewalk. It is made of plywood and two-by-fours, simi- 


lar to the walls around most downtown construction sites. But this one is covered with hundreds 


of homemade flyers. Some are carefully designed computer graphics, others are posters with 


crayon drawings by children. All have pictures. The photographs are the loved ones who have 


not been heard from since the destruction of the World Trade Centre in New York. 


ere it is known simply as the wall. It is 

where families post notices in the hope 

that someone can provide them with 
any information about those they have lost. 
Some of the pictures have roses taped above 
them. One reads, “Searching for our dad, 
our hero.” It shows the picture of a New 
York fireman with his two young children. 

It is here that the enormity of this tragedy 
becomes very personal. It is a long display of 
smiling faces of ordinary people. Some are 
individual close-ups, others show husbands 
and wives or parents with their children. 
None of these people have been heard 
from since the morning of September 11. 


The wall is located at the Family 
Assistance Centre, the focal point for 
services offered to the families of the 
missing. Operated by the City of New York, 
the centre enables families to register 
the missing with the appropriate law 
enforcement agencies. Other departments 
can offer financial assistance to those 
in need. But a major role is emotional 
support. Counsellors, chaplains, and 
child psychologists are available to 
any family desiring their help. 

One of the most visible agencies at 
the centre is the American Red Cross. 
Staffing registration desks, a childcare 
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service, a first aid station and a section 
of the canteen, its volunteers are major 
contributors to this service. But the most 
important Red Cross contribution is in the 
emotional support it offers to families as 
well as to other staff and volunteers trying 
to come to terms with what they are 
experiencing. 

The Red Cross counsellors are trained 
professionals in the mental health field. 
Social workers, guidance counsellors, 
psychologists or psychiatrists, they have 
volunteered to help. All have received 
training from the Red Cross and are 
part of its disaster response teams. 

The families arrive at the assistance 
centre in a steady stream throughout the 
day and into the evening. The mental health 
volunteers take aside those who are over- 
come by their emotions. For others, it’s 
often of case a simply walking up and saying 
hello and then starting a conversation. The 
Red Cross message is simple, “We're here 
to listen and help if you want.” The volun- 
teers underline repeatedly that each person 
is different, the way they deal with the 
situation is different, and the Red Cross 


will be there for them wherever they are 
in the difficult emotional process ahead. 
This work is not only with the families. 
Others in New York are facing emotional 
distress. As Red Cross trucks distribute food 
and water to firefighters and other rescue 
workers shifting through the rubble at what 
is now known as ground zero, the mental 
health volunteers are also present. Usually 
it’s just a smile, “how's it going, are you 
getting any sleep?” But again it's the basic 
message, “We are here, we care and we 
are ready to listen if you want to talk.” 
The next Monday morning, Wall 
Street reopened for business. For many 
employees, it was the first time back in 
the huge office towers since the horror 
of the previous Tuesday. Red Cross mental 
health workers were on the street, letting 
people know a simple but important 
message, “We are here, if and when 
you need us.” 
But this emotional support is not 
a short or even a medium term need. 
American Red Cross officials point 
out that six years after the bombing in 
Oklahoma City, they are still receiving 
new people seeking help on a regular 
basis. “In New York, we have no idea 
how long this service will be required,” 
they add, “But we intend to be there.” 
Canadians seeking information on 
family members in the affected areas 
should call their local Red Cross office. 
Canadians wishing to help with the relief 
efforts may make a financial donation 
by calling 1-800-418-1111 or contacting 
their local Canadian Red Cross office. 
The 24-hour toll free line accepts Visa 
and MasterCard. Cheques should be 
made payable to the Canadian Red Cross, 
earmarked “U.S.A. Appeal” and mailed 
to Canadian Red Cross National Office, 
170 Metcalfe Street, Suite 300, Ottawa, 
Ontario, K2P 2P2. On-line donations 
are accepted at www.redcross.ca. Any 
funds not used for this disaster will be 
transferred to the International Disaster 
Relief Fund for future relief operations. 
Donations of goods are not accepted. = 
Bernard Barrett, Canadian Red Cross relief 
worker in New York. 
Reprinted with permission from Canadian Red 
Cross Web site: www.redcross.ca 


URBAN’SAR? 


Urban SAR is on the minds of many people these days, 
especially those in law enforcement. 


fj t’s not magic — it’s really about applying 
| | existing theories that have been built 

& upon by trial and error. Simply put, 
urban SAR involves assembling and 
co-ordinating resources to find lost 

or missing persons or people who are 
trapped or stranded. It also can include 
recovery and collecting evidence. 


Assembling and co-ordinating resources 
can be very time-consuming, especially 
without trained volunteers. Having trained 
volunteers at the initial stages of a search 
can be critical. It can be tempting to use 
untrained volunteers because they are 
usually both present and eager, but your 
probability of detection (POD) will likely 
suffer if you do. Using trained volunteers 
also eases the burden of law enforcement 
when dealing with property searches. 


INCT DODCNNC 


First things first: Are they actually lost? Or 
have they simply wandered off somewhere? 


Do they have a history of this? A thorough 
investigation, early on — even before a 
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search is initiated — might suggest where 
the person can be found. 

A search may not be necessary, but you 
must establish if it is your responsibility to 
co-ordinate the rescue. Check with all your 
local departments and clearly define who 
does what. They may have training you don't, 
and of course, it’s vital to work together. 


In some cases, unfortunately, you may not 
be searching for a live subject. Urban SAR 
is more likely to entail criminal activity, 
so you have to be careful about evidence. 
Choose your people carefully, train them, 
and remind them what evidence is, how 
to locate it and how to collect it properly. 
Local policies will determine the method. 

I hope this partly answers the question I 
keep hearing over and over — just what is 
urban SAR? aw 


Paul Olmstead is a constable with the Edmonton 
Police Service assigned to the Parks Unit. As one 
of 15 search managers, he travels throughout 
Alberta and the North teaching SAR courses 

and consulting with communities on a variety 
of related topics. 
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URBAN SAR 


world changed on 11 September 2001. 
As a member of the emergency manage- 
ment community, I thought I would take this 

opportunity to pass on some behind-the- 

scenes planning not covered by the media. 
Heavy Urban Search and Rescue 

(HUSAR) in Canada includes: 


: t would be an understatement to say the 


e finding trapped persons in col- 
lapsed structures using dogs and 
sophisticated search equipment, 

e using heavy equipment (e.g., 
cranes) to remove debris, 

e working to breach, shore, 
lift and remove structural 
components, 

e treating and removing victims, and 

e securing partially or completely 
collapsed structures. 


In Canada, the Office of Critical 
Infrastructure Protection and Emergency 
Preparedness (OCIPEP) co-ordinates the 
National HUSAR program, in conjunction 
with the various provincial emergency 
measures organizations (EMOs). There 
is no easy way to define a typical HUSAR 
task force or team because a number of 
organizations can influence its make-up. 

The largest and most influential of these 
are the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and the International 
Search and Rescue Advisory Group 
(INSARAG). The former is the regulatory 
body for the United States and the latter 
is the regulatory body for the Office of the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of 
the United Nations (UN-OCHA). Each has 
its own distinct operational experience 
and requirements. Resources from both 
organizations can be found at www.fema.gov 
and www.reliefweb.int/insarag/, 

There has been much discussion in 
the Canadian HUSAR community about the 
appropriate organizational model to use. 


swans | | recat 


Keeping in mind that HUSAR culture in 
Canada is in its infancy, with the possible 
exceptions of Calgary and Vancouver, much 
work must be done before any decision 

is made. The following is an organization 
chart from a typical FEMA USAR Task Force. 


TASK FORCE LEADER-2 


Safely 


\s Haz-mat 
Heavy Rigging Specialist-2 
Specialist-2 


HUSAR is considered a multi-hazard 
discipline. A HUSAR-capable response may 
be needed for a wide variety of emergencies 
or disasters, including earthquakes, hurri- 
canes, typhoons, storms and tornadoes, 
flood dam failures, technological accidents, 
terrorist activities and hazardous material 
releases. A HUSAR task force/team acts as a 
framework, structuring existing emergency 
service personnel, particularly public works 
and emergency services members, as well 
as other city employees into an integrated 
response unit. Most municipally based 
HUSAR task forces/teams take advantage 
of the existing emergency service infra- 
structures to support them. The emergency 
service personnel who perform this work 
on a daily basis will be further trained in 
many related fields of rescue, giving them 
the ability to function as an independent 
unit if necessary. 

A typical HUSAR task force/team could 
comprise 65 members and is divided into 
five major functional elements — search, 
rescue, emergency medical services, plan- 
ning and technical information, and logistics. 

Task force/team members would include 
structural engineers, hazardous material 
specialists, heavy rigging specialists, rescue 
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seca 


Tech-info Logistics Medical 
Specialist-2 Specialist-4 Specialist-4 


saa ral = Comm. 
Te Ea ical Search Jalist-2 Specialist-2 
Ea cialist-2 Fa 


specialists, search specialists (including — 
highly trained search dogs), logistics spe- 
cialists, medical specialists oxen 
and emergency physicians. 

Currently, Canada’s HUSAR resources 
rest predominantly in the west. Vancouver’s 
team was recently certified as a 
Canadian HUSAR Task Force and it 
will be deploy-able once a validated 
air movement plan is put in place. — 
It should be noted, however, that the 
Vancouver team was not conceptually 
conceived or developed by a single 
municipality or government, but 
was the product of the foresight, 
commitment and work of countless 
individuals across Canada. Likewise, 


Calgary has a team that will be ready for 


national deployment with some financial 
support. Many other communities includ- 


-_ing Regina, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Toronto and 


some municipalities in Eastern Canada, 
are developing HUSAR response capabi- 
lities. Nevertheless, as with many other 
initiatives, there are funding restrictions, 
the largest being the significant amount 
of financial resources required for a 
relatively small number of responses. 

With the events of 11 September 
behind us, much is being done to solve 
some of these issues. It is hoped all 
the stakeholders will decide collectively 
that this type of capability is necessary. 
OCIPEP has consulted with most, if not 
all, provinces and territories on HUSAR- 
related issues. 

The HUSAR community looks forward 
to renewing the Working Group meetings 
and finalizing a HUSAR national strategy. 
As the saying goes, "Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it." Let’s hope we never forget 
the past. a= 


Alan Thomas Jr., C.D. Captain, Spectal 
Operations, HUSAR, Toronto Fire Services 
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AWARDS 


Bill Reid, Russell Craig Dunn, Jeff Eggleton, the Honourable Art Eggleton, Sandy Guse, Guy Kerr. 
David Taylor was unable to attend the ceremony. 


Outstanding SAR Achievement Award Winner 


n 10 December 2001, at a special 
() ceremony at National Defence 

Headquarters, the Honourable Art 
Eggleton, Minister of National Defence 
and Lead Minister Responsible for Search 
and Rescue, presented Mr. Jeff Eggleton, 
of the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary 
and Canadian Power and Sail Squadron, 
with the National Search and Rescue 
Secretariat's 2001 Outstanding Search 
and Rescue Achievement Award. 

“Ensuring safety on our country’s inland 
waterways is not an easy task, but for years 
this challenge has been met by SAR organi- 
zations across Canada,” said the Minister. 
“Jeff Eggleton exemplifies the dedication 
and skill shared by everyone involved with 
Canadian SAR.” 

From conducting training and boating 
safety initiatives with the Canadian Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, to developing inter-agency 
programs for the Canadian Power and Sail 
Squadron, Mr. Jeff Eggleton has significantly 
improved marine education and safety in 
the Niagara Peninsula area. 

The Minister also presented four 
Certificates of Achievement in Search and 
Rescue at the ceremony in recognition 
of the dedication and professionalism of 
search and rescue providers across the 
country. The following recipients were 
awarded this distinction. 


MR. RUSSELL CRAIG DUNN, Canadian Coast 
Guard Auxiliary (Pacific), Victoria, B.C. 


Mr. Dunn has been involved in marine 
search and rescue for 16 years. A volunteer 


with the Coast Guard Auxiliary since 1986, 
he is an ambassador for SAR. He has built 
relations between the Pacific Region Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and organizations such 

as the Canadian Coast Guard, Department 
of National Defence, United States Coast 
Guard and the United States Coast 

Guard Auxiliary. 


MR. SANDY GUSE, Lakehead Search 
and Rescue, Murillo, ON 


Mr. Guse is the commander of the 
Lakehead Search and Rescue unit in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. He is a qualified 
Ontario Search and Rescue Volunteer 
Association (OSARVA) teacher and an 
initiator in providing SAR training to 
both the public and unit members. 


MR. GUY KERR, British Columbia Provincial 
Emergency Program, Victoria, BC 

Mr. Kerr has 11 years of experience in 

SAR. Before moving to the British Columbia 
Provincial Emergency Program, he was a 
board member of SAR Alberta, President 

of the Foothills Search and Rescue Society, 
a member of CASARA Calgary, and a Search 
and Rescue Co-ordinator for the Calgary 
Police Service. 


MR. WILLIAM D. (BILL) REID, 

Yukon Civil Air Search and Rescue 
Association (CASARA), Whitehorse, YK 
After 33 years in Emergency Services, 
Mr. Reid formed the Yukon CASARA. 

He was elected Director and National 
Board member and held these positions 
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for 16 years. Every aircraft that has been 
searched for in Yukon in the past 16 years 
has been found. Due in part to his advocacy 
of safety programs, no CASARA member has 
ever been injured during SAR operations in 
his jurisdiction. 


MR. DAVID TAYLOR, Department of 
Resources, Government of Northwest 
Territories, Yellowknife, NWT 


Although not present for the official 
ceremony, Mr. Taylor was also awarded 
the Certificate of Achievement. An active 
member of CASARA-Yellowknife since 1991, 
he has been instrumental in helping to 
develop the Northwest Territories CASARA 
as a search and rescue organization. Now 
the Zone Commander for his chapter, 

Mr. Taylor has a hand in practically 

all search and rescue activities in the 
Northwest Territories. a» 

Tina Bouchard, NSS 


GOVERNOR GENERAL 
HONOURS CF MEMBERS 


S even Canadian Forces members 


— five of them search and rescue 

technicians — were honoured by 
Governor General Adrienne Clarkson. 

The Medal of Bravery was present- 

ed to Captain Denis Couture, Sergeant 
Kenneth Power, Sergeant Barry Doyle, 
Sergeant Eric Larouche, Master 
Corporal Sylvain Trudel and Master 
Corporal Wayne Simpson at Rideau 
Hall in December. 

The Meritorious Service 
Decoration (military division) was 
presented in October to Commodore 
Drew Robertson. == 


Gloria Kelly, Printed courtesy of Maple 
Leaf magazine, 19 September 2001, 
Vol. 4, No. 33. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Man-Trackers & Dog Handlers 
in Search and Rescue 


Someone gets lost in the woods. Search and rescue resources are called in to help find them. 


Trackers and dog handlers arrive on the scene. The incident commander decides to pair the two 


SAR resources. Sounds like a match made in heaven, right? . . . Not necessarily. 


an-Trackers & Dog Handlers in 
Search and Rescue by Greg Fuller, 
Ed Johnson and Robert Koester is 
an easy-to-understand guide for trackers 
working with dog teams, dog handlers 
and incident commanders who have 
to co-ordinate both these assets. 

The authors know their subject. Greg 
Fuller is the director of the Search and 
Rescue Tracking Institute in Virginia 
and a tracking instructor for the Virginia 
Department of Emergency Services. 

Ed Johnson was a dog handler and is 
also involved with the Search and Rescue 
Tracking Institute. Robert Koester is an 
incident commander in the Appalachian 
Search and Rescue Conference and the 
president of the Virginia Search and 
Rescue Council. 

Each chapter in the guide presents 
new information on the dog handler- 
tracker relationship. There are chapters 
on search management, tracking 


resources and tactics, and search-dog 
resources and tactics. 

The authors point out misconceptions 
about both tracking and dog handling, 
and they explain how these resources 
can help in a search. Trackers are intro- 
duced to the concerns of canine teams 
and handlers, and vice versa. The last 
section looks at training. 

Man-Trackers & Dog Handlers in 
Search and Rescue is a useful book for 
any tracker, handler or search manager. 
It provides basic information on every- 
thing from tactics and guidelines, to skills 
and suggestions. 

Trackers and dog handlers 


Y MultiTrek - 


Training * Equipment * Services 


might not be a match made in 
heaven, but it just might be a 
match that can save lives. = 


Jon Elliott, Co-op student 
Mount Saint Vincent University 


Upcoming Events 


If you have any events to list in the 
upcoming issue of SARSCENE magazine, 
please contact Michael Jackson, 

Phone 1-800-727-9414, (613) 992-8215 
| E-mail: mjackson@nss.gc.ca, Fax: (613) 996-3746 


NASAR RESPONSE 
CONFERENCE — SAR 2002 


The annual NASAR Response conference 
will be held in Charlotte, NC, May 30—June 2, 
2002. Details are still being finalized, but 
keep an eye on the NASAR Web site for 

the latest details: www.nasar.org 


SARSCENE 2002 WORKSHOP 

The 11th annual Canadian SAR Workshop 
will be held 11-14 September 2002 in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia at the Sheraton Halifax 
Hotel: (866) 425-4329 toll-free. 


For more information about the workshop 
please consult our Web site at: www.nss.gc.ca 


OR CONTACT: 

Louise Pilloud, Chief 

Communications and Marketing 

National SAR Secretariat 

275 Slater Street, 4th Floor 

Ottawa, ON KIA OK2 

Tel.: (613) 996-2642 or 1-800-727-9414 
Fax: (613) 996-3746 

E-mail: louisep@nss.gc.ca 


Charlie Strickland, President 
N.S. Ground SAR Association 
141 Sixth Street, New Glascow, NS _B2H 1B6 


> Rope Rescue Training ff 
> Training Program Development 
> Specialized Equipment Sales: 


Tel.: (902) 753-1217 
E-mail: searchr@north.nsis.com 
Website ; www.nsgsara.nsis.com 


Man-Trackers & 


Designed for: Dog Handlers 
> Police and Fite Se: in 
> Military an Search & Rescue 


and Rescue Personnel 
> Public Utility Service Crews 


Basic Guidelines and Information 


2630-E Lancaster Rd * Ottawa, ON » K1B 5L8 
1-800-263-5232 * www.multitrek.com 


Greg fored eel Johnson 
Serving Canadians in high places from coast to coast since 1982 x, 


lobert Koest 
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Canadian Coast Guard 
Auxiliary (CCGA) receives 
new funding 


The CCGA will receive $22.5 million 
in new funding from the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans over the next five 
years. The funding will enable the volun- 
teer association, whose members assist 
the Canadian Coast Guard in providing 
SAR services and maritime safety educa- 
tion programs to Canadians, to continue 
this valuable work. The CCGA consists of 
4,666 members who volunteer their time 
and vessels to assist fellow mariners in 
distress. 


Photo courtesy of the CCGA 


SAR day in Alberta 


Alberta’s search and rescue volunteers 
showcased their skills and accomplish- 
ments in their first-ever SAR day, May 4, 
2002. Hosted by the Search and Rescue 
Association of Alberta, the day featured a 
wide range of activities aimed at promot- 
ing SAR work. Communities across the 
province marked the occasion with SAR 
fun days, information booths, public 
seminars, workshops and school presen- 
tations. Other events included a mock 
plane crash in Fort McMurray, a cold case 
search in Calgary and a mock search in 
the Lethbridge region. 


Study shows swimming 
and boating takes toll 
in Quebec 


The Secrétariat au loisir et au sport 
Québec, the Quebec division of the 
Canadian Red Cross, and the Life Saving 
Society have released a study of provincial 
drowning data for an eight-year period 
(1991-1999). Recreational swimming 
accounted for most of the water-related 
deaths, but boating, canoeing, and fishing 
also took their toll. In boat-related drown- 
ings, the statistics indicated that the 
majority of the victims weren’t wearing 


personal flotation devices. Use of alcohol, 
swimming nears rapids and waterfalls, 
swimming alone and poor swimming skills 
were also cited as factors in most drown- 
ings. With increased awareness of 
drowning circumstances the organizations 
hope to reduce such drowning incidents. 


Studying attitudes 
towards PFDs 


The Canadian Coast Guard’s Office of 
Boating Safety (OBS) has undertaken a 
project to increase the use of personal 
flotation devices (PFD) among recre- 
ational boaters. The project included a 
study of attitudes towards PFDs, which 
showed that women are more safety con- 
scious than men, and that higher income 
and more highly educated boaters feel they 
have more control over their environment 
and are less likely to wear PFDs. Ninety 
per cent of study respondents said they 
would be more likely to wear a PFD if 
asked to do so by the boat operator— 
making operators a primary audience for 
safety messages. Bulkiness and fit was cited 
as the overwhelming problem associated 
with wearing PFDs among recreational 
boaters. For more information on the 
study, contact the OBS, Newfoundland 
Region, at 1-800-230-3693. 


Photo courtesy of the CCGA 


NIF project makes the news 


The Edmonton Journal, October 10, 
reports that RCMP K Division in Edmonton 
is training volunteers for night searches 
with a Forward Looking Infra Red (FLIR) 
camera mounted on their Bell 206 L-4 
helicopter. The cost of training the volun- 
teers and of the equipment comes from 
the New Search and Rescue Initiatives 
Fund (NIF), which is administered by the 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat. 
The fund supports about 50 projects a year 
to enhance search and rescue capabilities 
across Canada. 


__ The Cape Dorset shoreline, the site of the 
_ simulated rescue operation 


by Louise Crone 


The scenario involved the simulation of a fire on board a 
cruise ship. The Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) icebreaker, the 
DesGroseilliers, acted as the stricken vessel with an explosion and 
fire on board. There were 14 casualties with a wide range of 
injuries. Seven were evacuated to shore, five remained on board 
for triage and treatment, and two persons (actually mannequins) 
were pulled from the frigid waters of the Hudson Strait onto a 
Zodiac fast-rescue craft. The CCG icebreaker, Henry Larsen, 
played the role of the rescue vessel. 

The exercise assessed how each of the participating organiza- 
tions (Canadian Coast Guard, Canadian Forces, Parks Canada 
Agency, RCMP, Nunavut Emergency Management, and the commu- 
nity of Cape Dorset) worked together. It also tested the ability of 
the various elements in the SAR response system — from the first 
call for help to the final recovery — to handle an emergency in a 
remote location. The Baffin Island Regional Health Centre, located 
in Iqaluit, used the exercise to test its ability to respond to a mass- 
casualty situation. 


FEATURE STORY 


Planning the exercise 


Planning for the exercise began in 2000. Three planning 
sessions, including a table-top dry run on-site in Cape Dorset, 
took place before the live exercise. The site was chosen because 
of the increase in passenger vessel traffic in the eastern Arctic. 

Although heavy fog prevented the Canadian Forces from fully 
participating — the Hercules aircraft could not fly that day — the 
exercise was deemed a success. A hot-wash debriefing was held 
immediately after the exercise in the Cape Dorset community centre. 

Some of the lessons learned provided valuable insights into 
future exercises, such as the importance of allowing an extra day 
for bad weather, if possible, and the need to hold the exercise in a 
more remote location, away from a community, where no immedi- 
ate help is available. 


Lessons learned 


Some preliminary lessons about the SAR system include: 

¢ Using VHF repeaters to assist communications between 
team members 

e Having a common radio frequency for RCMP, NEM and 
Parks Canada 

e Equipping all rescuers on-shore with the means to 
communicate with the On-Scene Commander 

e Improving the interaction with local response agencies 
and rescue personnel when vessels are in Arctic waters. 
A more comprehensive report on this exercise will be 

available in early 2003. Resources permitting, the NSS plans 

to facilitate one multi-jurisdictional exercise a year with a 

different location and scenario each time. 
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Groundbreaking national 
criteria adopted for 
SAR volunteers 


Volunteers in ground Search and Rescue (GSAR) operations 

in Canada marked a major milestone on September 12° with 
the adoption of a common set of national criteria for GSAR 
training and proficiency. The culmination of a two-year project, 
the first-ever common criteria will serve as the foundation 

for the harmonization of GSAR standards nationwide, and 
ultimately, certification of the skills of GSAR workers 


GSAR training and skill 
levels difficult to gauge 


GSAR operations have never been 
national in scope. They come under 
provincial and territorial jurisdictions, 
with regional police agencies managing 
and conducting GSAR missions employing 
standards and procedures which can vary 
significantly from region to region. 

Police in most jurisdictions rely on 
GSAR volunteers to assist in search opera- 
tions, but the degree to which they employ 
them varies. This is a result of the fact that, 
while the required GSAR skills are well 
known among disciplined GSAR volunteers, 
actual training standards and recognized 
skill levels vary significantly across the 
country. The lack of a common structure 
to validate skill levels has made it difficult 
for police agencies to determine how to 
best use volunteer GSAR resources. 

In addition, GSAR operations are 
becoming increasingly sophisticated. 
There is a greater emphasis on analytical 
search techniques based on data, which 
shows that lost people display specific and 
predictable behavioral patterns related to 
their age, mental capabilities and mental 
states. GSAR workers must be versed in 
satellite navigation techniques, as well as 
capable of operating a growing array of 


across Canada. 


complex communications and information 
technologies. There are constant advances 
in first aid and emergency medical treat- 
ments that must be learned. As a result 
GSAR workers must have a wider range of 
specialized training and expertise that go 
beyond basic search, survival and orien- 
teering skills. 


GSAR certification 


“With nationally recognized GSAR cri- 
teria we can get a handle on grading and 
identifying skill levels, as well as the train- 
ing requirements for GSAR volunteers 
across the country,” explains NSS GSAR 
Project Director John Chaffey. “This will 
enable police authorities to use these 
resources far more effectively and with 
greater confidence.” 

The common criteria will allow differ- 
ent jurisdictions to share resources, and 
pave the way for mutual aid agreements. 
They will facilitate the delivery of consistent 
and cost-effective training to produce 
certified GSAR experts and create a 
national pool of skilled emergency per- 
sonnel. Certification will also increase the 
mobility of GSAR workers as their skill 
levels and credentials will be recognized 
across the country. 


Consensus among 
thirteen jurisdictions 
Thirteen separate jurisdictions have 
adopted the common set of GSAR stan- 
dards, as part of a project that was 


facilitated by the NSS. Funded through the 
New SAR Initiatives Fund (NIF), it was a 
cooperative effort of the National Ground 
SAR Council, which is made up of all the 
provincial and territorial GSAR authorities. 
The Council appointed a working - 
group to develop methods for uniting the 
training and management structures of 
GSAR operations across Canada. Comprised 
of major police agencies and provincial 
GSAR volunteer associations, the working 
group met over a two-year period to 
develop the national GSAR criteria. 


The criteria model 


Consisting of three GSAR training 
levels—basic, advanced, and manage- 
ment—the criteria outline the degree of 
instruction required for each GSAR level, 
as well as the essential elements to be 
included within the official standards of 
any GSAR organization. The criteria also 
include a GSAR vision and principles, and 
a glossary of standardized GSAR terms. 

“This model enables GSAR authorities 
in all the jurisdictions to develop training 
and procedures, which address the vital 
elements of GSAR operations, while still 
allowing each jurisdiction to set their own 
specific standards to address regional 
differences related to organizational, 
geographical, environmental and cultural 
factors.” says Mr. Chaffey. 


National identity 


Beyond standardized training and 
skill requirements, the adoption of 
common GSAR criteria will advance 
GSAR operations in other ways. Most 
importantly, it will serve as the key- 
stone to create a national identity for 
GSAR authorities. 

“The combination of separate 
jurisdictions and lack of national 
standards has made it difficult for 
GSAR authorities to gain the same type 
of national profile as the Canadian 
Coast Guard, for example,” notes 
Mr. Chaffey. “We now have the ability 
to build a national identity, which 
will provide for greater corporate, 
academic and political interest in 
GSAR activities and offer opportunities 
for national sponsorships and fund- 
raising programs.” 

With national common criteria 
now officially in place, the NSS and 
GSAR authorities are now moving to 
implement and apply the criteria. 

This second phase of the project, 

for which NIF funding is also being 
sought, is aimed at enhancing ongo- 
ing communications among provincial 
and territorial GSAR authorities and on 
building on the new criteria to create 
an official Canadian GSAR accredita- 
tion and management program. 


New common GSAR criteria will ensure 
consistency in general GSAR procedures 
and training nationwide. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


“Heroic Rescues at Sea” 
by Carolyn Matthews captures 


Canadian Coast Guard’s character 


eroic Rescues at Sea: True Stories of the Canadian Coast Guard, published 

by Nimbus Publishing in Halifax, is a collection of stories of the organization's 

search and rescue missions from coast 
to coast. New Zealand native Carolyn Matthews, 
a former registered counselor, was compelled to 
write the book while researching the role of grief 
counselors during the Swissair disaster. 

Her account of 34 Canadian Coast Guard 
rescues provides an excellent synopsis of 
the Coast Guard's diverse role on Canadian 
waterways. Everything from maintaining buoys 
to dynamic rescues is covered, providing 
insights into the many challenges the organiza- 
tion faces, often in life and death situations. 

The range of her rescue accounts serves to 
remind us of the vastness of our maritime 
resources. However, there Is repetitiveness in 
her descriptions of the treacherous nature of 
the waters of our inland seas and three ocean 
coasts, and in the images that explain why these real-life heroes became involved 
in maritime rescues. Phrases such as ‘his dreams were of a seaman’s life’, 
‘haunted by the ships and the sea’, and ‘the call of the sea was too powerful’ 
occur too frequently. 

While the rescue accounts are well-written, reflecting a combination of fore- 
boding, emotion and drama, key details are sometimes lacking. For example 
Ms. Matthews provides little information on the design, type or capabilities of the 
Coast Guard vessels involved in specific missions. Missing details also detract 
from the otherwise powerful story of the sinking of the LAigle d’Ocean in the 
Hudson Strait. The account of the rescue by the Coast Guard ship Norman 
MacLeod Rogers is well-done, but details about the fatal crash of the ship's heli- 
copter are sketchy. 

Despite these flaws, Heroic Rescues at Sea is a well-documented tribute to 
the men and women of the Canadian Coast Guard and the critical role they play 
in saving and protecting the lives of people who venture onto Canada’s abundant 
lakes, rivers and seas. 


Next Issue 


Watch for a review of Shipwreck Treasures: 


ROLYN MATTHEWS 
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Disaster and Discovery on Canada’s East Coast 
by Roger Masters, Formac Publishing Company 


Limited, 2002. 


SAR TEAM PROFILE 


Lakehead Search & Rescue Unit: 


1. Years 


of Service and Change 


by Pat Skula, EMCA, SAR 1 


1962 

A four-year old boy went missing in Kakabeka Falls Park and night As the lone female member of the group in its early days I had 
was coming on. A call for help went out. My husband and I had a German Some unique experiences. When the LSRU volunteer doctor gave a 
Shepherd and, in our naivety, we volunteered his nose to assist in the crash course in first aid, he was half way through his lesson before 
search. What we didn’t anticipate was the amount of work and training he noticed that one of the bushmen in his audience wasn’t one! He 
that went into handling a tracking dog. Learning to read your dog and said later that upon this discovery he spent a horrified few min- 
trusting him to lead, as well dealing with the implications and emotional Wes trying to remember how rough his language had been. The 
impact of watching him stand, belly-deep in fast-flowing water, staring LSRU was an equal opportunity organization. In fact, the unit's 
toward the top of the falls. first callout coordinator was wheelchair bound. 


As we acquired search and rescue skills and the confidence of 
authorities, we found ourselves being called for as many as three 
searches in one weekend. If we were going to enjoy our weekends 
we needed to take preventative action. We opened our training 
school to the public, published our first instruction manual, and 
waited to see if there would be any interest. Thirty-five years later, 
we have to limit our annual enrolment to 100 individuals and the 
number of searches has dropped to around a half-dozen a year. 


n the Fall of 1962 a group of hunters and fishermen in the 

Thunder Bay area responded to a call for a lost hunter. The 

chaos, confusion and sometimes, dangerous practices that fol- 
lowed, such as taking along a rifle and antifreeze, made it clear 
that training and organization were needed, not only to find a lost 
person, but to keep the searchers themselves in one piece. 

The hunter was never found, but the experience led to the for- 
mation of the Thunder Bay Bush Search and Research Squad, 
which evolved into the Lakehead Search and Rescue Unit (LSRU). sal a A fel 

4 We knew we had a lot to learn. How do you conduct a thorough 

search? How do you know what you are seeing and what it means? 

Finally, how do you ensure that the searchers don’t become a sec- 

ond casualty? Then came the Kakabeka missing child search and 

stark reality hit when the youngster was found drowned in a sink- 

hole above the falls. a 
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Depth and diversity 


When the LSRU’s training classes began, we found an amazing 
depth and diversity of expertise among the members. There were 
greenhorns like me and my husband, together with expert hunters, 
fishermen and trappers, as well as a veteran of the Finnish Army 
Ghost Troop. 


Lakehead SAR team’s equipment trailer, Big Red 


Continued from page 4 


Passage and progress 


TRAINING 


The LSRU has gone from pencil, exercise book and a compass on the hood of a truck, to a unit-designed collapsible trailer and to 
Big Red, our command centre van, which served us for 25 years. At our 40" anniversary dinner this year, we showcased our new fleet. 
We now have a stretcher-equipped Suburban, an equipment trailer, which also serves as a secondary operations base, and a new Big 
Red equipped with computers and Global Positioning System linkups, radio and cell phone connections. We can now pull in a search 
area and print out the appropriate map segment for each team leader. 

Of the original group, there are perhaps a dozen still working with the unit. They are valuable resources who teach, advise and 
mentor. Some remain active searchers, working alongside the newer members, and the up and coming computer generation. It is 
through this spirit of mentoring, teamwork, and dedicated volunteerism that the LSRU looks forward to the next 40 years of service. # 


The art of casualty simulation 


by Jules Deschenes, OSt J, Chief Instructor-Trainer, Casualty Simulation 


hen it comes to emergency rescue 


and disaster training, the more 
authentic instructors can make 
a training session by creating realistic 
situations, the more effective the training. 
Casualty simulation—the art of making 
up a healthy person to look injured—is 
a prime example of how convincing and 
sometimes even gruesome simulations 
can add to the urgency and realism of 
such training. 
Casualty simulation came to Canada 


from England in the late 1940s. Its original 


purpose was to prepare rescue personnel 
and members of the military to deal with 
injured disaster and combat victims by 
presenting them with realistically made- 
up wounds. For rescue workers, casualty 
simulation enabled them to recognize and 


An arm, severed 
at the elbow, 
is represented in this 
casualty simulation. 
In an actual simulation & 

exercise, the victim's ¥ 
clothing would cover the 
remaining portion of arm 
that is supposed to have 
been severed, 


assess the wounds they might actually 


encounter. For the military, it also served 
as a form of battle inoculation. 

Today the art of casualty simulation and 
its use as a training aid in emergency care 
training programs and disaster exercises 
has become very sophisticated. Well- 
trained casualty simulators can create 
shockingly realistic wounds ranging from 
first, second and third degree burns to 
open and closed fractures and arterial 
bleeding. They can also accurately simulate 
sucking chest wounds and amputations, 
as well as physical conditions that include 
shock, cyanosis, heart attacks and even 
death. 

In Canada, casualty simulation has 
become such an art and important element 
of emergency and disaster training, that 
there are courses available to become a 
certified casualty simulator. The 


Simulation of a badly burned hand 


Emergency Services Division of Health 
Canada is the national certifying agency 
for casualty simulation. 

For more information on casualty 
simulation, e-mail Jules Deschenes at 
astropix@magma.ca 


Facts about casualty simulation certification 


There are three levels of casualty simulation certification—basic, instructor and instructor-trainer. 
Currently only the basic course is available to the general public. 

Kits, manuals and courses are available free of charge. 

Casualty simulator instructors must be remunerated for out of pocket expenses (e.g. food, fuel, 
lodging) when travelling out of town to teach a course. 

Instructors are available in all provinces and territories. 

Only instructors and instructor-trainers can book and register courses, and obtain kits 


and manuals. 
Contact your provincial Emergency Measures representative to have a basic course taught in 
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your area. 
A casualty simulation aide-memoire video is available for certified simulators from the Department 


of National Defence. For more information contact Master Warrant Officer E. Comeau at 
6 13-945-6797 or by e-mail at Comeau.JE @Forces.ca. 
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Six HUNDRED DELEGATES, SPEAKERS AND EXHIBITORS ATTENDED SARSCENE 2002 FROM 
SEPTEMBER 11-14 IN HALIFAX, TAKING PART IN A WORKSHOP PROGRAM OFFERING SOME 
54 SESSIONS, A TRADE SHOW, SAR DEMONSTRATIONS AND TOURS, AS WELL AS SAR GAMES. 


Advanced technologies advance 
SAR operations 

From laser lights to computer models, innovative technologies 
are advancing and enhancing almost every aspect of search and 
rescue. A number of those dynamic new technologies were featured 
at SARSCENE 2002. Here is a brief summary of the presentations. 


Maritime Activity Risk Investigation Project 
Dr. Ron Pelot, Dalhousie University and Paul Kendrick, 
Canadian Coast Guard and a Dalhousie University 
researcher 

A Dalhousie University Marine Activity and Risk Investigation 
Network Project, the Geographical Information Systems-based 
(GIS) technologies risk model is designed to analyze maritime 
activities by type, location and time and to combine them with 
SAR incident data (SISAR). Developed for the Canadian Coast 
Guard, the GIS-based model enables managers to compare acci- 
dent statistics and risks by various criteria. It will play a key role 
in SAR strategic planning. 


The Cold Exposure Survival Model (CESM) 
Dr. Allan Keefe, Research Technologist, 
Defence R&D Canada (DRDC) - Toronto 

The Cold Exposure Survival Model (CESM), a new computer- 
based hypothermia prediction model, gives SAR teams the 
capability to accurately determine the impact of hypothermia on 
a casualty. Using biophysical and physiological principles, the 
CESM estimates the core body temperature of exposed individuals 
by taking into account the physical characteristics, the clothing 
worn, the weather or sea conditions and the specific crisis situa- 
tion. Using this information, it predicts both the functional and 
actual survival times of hypothermia victims. Developed by DRDC 
in partnership with EMS Technologies, this decision-aid enables 
SAR teams to input data about an actual lost party and use the 
CESM’s calculations to aid in formulating search windows and 
preparing emergency medical services. 


Laser Light Applications in SAR 
Paul Burke, Greatland Laser 

Sophisticated laser light signalling instruments developed 
by Greatland Laser of Alaska may be a promising new option, 
over conventional light systems, for the SAR high tech tool kit. 
Waterproof and simple to use, laser light devices emit light that 
can be seen for up to 20 miles. They can be used in SAR opera- 
tions for both sending signals to lost parties and for detecting 
reflective materials to locate a lost person. Laser light is stronger 
and more directional than conventional light systems and when 
used in SAR operations it produces an unmistakable brilliant 
red flash that can easily be seen by the lost party. If the light is 
reflected by something the lost person may have on his or her 
person the sender or searcher will see a bright red flash back. 


The Infrared Eye—an Airborne SAR Tool 
Paul Chevrette and Benoit Richard, 
Defence RED Canada-Valcartier 

A new SAR airborne surveillance technology, the Infrared Eye, 
is a promising viewing system that will enhance airborne spotting 
and searching techniques. A NIF project, sponsored in partner- 
ship with DRDC, the Infrared Eye has accomplished this task by 
duplicating the mechanics of the human eye and simultaneously 
using two fields of view. This includes a wide overall field with 
high sensitivity, but low resolution for situation awareness and 
detection, and a narrow field of view with very high resolution 
that can easily be directed to objects of interest in the wide field, 
tracking the operator’s line-of-sight. 


Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) for Search and 
Rescue (SAR) of Crashed Aircraft 

Tom Lukowski, Physical Scientist, Canada Centre for 
Remote Sensing, Natural Resources Canada. 

Improved capability of detecting crashed aircraft without an 
emergency locator transmitter is the goal of a NIF project involv- 
ing Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) and RADARSAT-2 (scheduled 
for launch in 2004). The key advantage to using a SAR system in 


search and rescue missions is its ability to obtain imagery through 
cloud, darkness and in bad weather. In addition, the signatures of 
crashed aircraft in SAR imagery differ from those that can be seen 
visually or with optical imaging systems, enabling SAR imagery to 
be used with imagery from other systems. The project includes the 
modification and development of algorithms for detecting crashed 
aircraft with emphasis on multi-temporal and multi-polarization 
imagery. Tests to date show that imagery from polarimetric and 
interferometric SAR systems can determine the potential locations 
of downed aircraft, resulting in reduced search times, saving both 
lives and money. 


GPS in Low-Cost High Tech Searching 
Robin Hughes and Charlie Strickland, Pictou County 
Volunteer Ground Search and Rescue 

A recent Nova Scotia bastard search—a search for a subject 
who is not in the area—may lead to a promising new SAR tool. 
The search involved a woman who was thought to have disap- 
peared in the area of a bridge, but was later discovered to have 
moved to New Brunswick. Prior to learning of her whereabouts, 
the SAR team conducted a live search of the area using the team’s 
GPS units and downloading their taskings onto electronic maps 
provided by a new computer software system. The result was a 
well-documented search area showing all the tracks and paths of 
the search teams. This “high tech for a reasonable price search 
technique” cannot only help in gathering information and facilitat- 
ing better communications during a live search, but can provide 
worthwhile documentation for future search operations. 


SAR Prevention Best Practice Elements 

I. Base on real specific needs 

ll. Identify clearly defined audience 

Ill. Identify cultural competency 

lV. Identify clearly defined objectives and interventions 

V. Consult behavioural and social science theory and 
research 

VI. Conduct a formative evaluation 

Vil. Include an evaluation plan 

Vill. Secure sufficient resources 

IX. Effectively portray nature, degree of risk and con- 
sequences of unsafe practices and offer solutions 

X. Use call-to-action or personal interaction pro- 
grams 

Xl. Ensure wide distribution of message 

Xll. Conduct a process evaluation 

XIII. Make use of evaluation findings and mid-course 
corrections 

XIV. Conduct impact evaluations 


SARSCENE 2002 


Workshop reviews SAR Prevention Working 
Group’s best practices 


Federal SAR Working Group 

Preventing SAR incidents by educating and preparing people 
for the risks associated with outdoor activities is an important 
part of the SAR mandate. The Federal SAR Prevention Working 
Group has been developing a strategy for federal SAR prevention 
activities and has established the SAR Best Practices Criteria—a 
system to measure the overall effectiveness of new, ongoing and 
proposed SAR prevention programs. 

In a joint presentation from the NSS and Parks Canada, dele- 
gates of SARSCENE 2002 received an overview of the development 
and application of the SAR Prevention Best Practice Criteria, which 
consist of 14 best practice elements to serve as a benchmark for 
evaluating SAR prevention programs. 

The SAR-related prevention programs that were reviewed 
included Parks Canada’s SNOWSMART, which is designed to 
increase young people’s awareness of the risks associated with 
winter activities, and Environment Canada’s Arctic Land Fast 
Warning and Advisory System, aimed at better educating fast-ice 
travellers on the dangers involved in this activity. 


Other SARSCENE Workshop presentations 
on prevention 

e Make SAR Prevention Fun, a new prevention initiative 
aimed at youths in the Northwest Territories, was featured 
as an interactive presentation. 

¢ Sea Kayaking Prevention and Safety in the Mingan 
Archipelago described approaches used to prevent sea- 
kayaking accidents and improve SAR responses at Quebec’s 
Mingan Archipelago National Park Reserve. 

e YouthSafe Outdoors: Risk Management on School 
Field Trips was profiled as an innovative NIF prevention 
project to help youth manage outdoor recreation risks for 
themselves. 

e The NIF-funded Canadian Avalanche Association 
Recreation Avalanche Course Program was featured as 
a prevention success story, which now trains some 3000 peo- 
ple in avalanche safety annually. 
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International speakers 

at SARSCEWE 2002 

SARSCENE 2002 hosted a number of inter- 
national SAR organizations. Speakers from 
six countries provided perspectives on their 
various SAR programs and activities. 


New Zealand 

Ross Gordon, Director/Trainer, 
Search and Rescue Institute New 
Zealand Ltd. 

The Search and Rescue Institute New 
Zealand Ltd. (SARNIZ) provided an overview 
on the series of courses and operations 
SARNIZ has developed to maximize search 
team point of detection (POD) using sound 
and light. The presentation included an 
examination of how a life was saved with 
the use of the sound light line. 


Iceland 
Gardar Eiriksson, VP ICE-SAR and 
Thornstein Thorkelsson, SAR 
Department, ICE-SAR Headquarters 
The Icelandic Association for Search 
and Rescue (ICE-SAR) provided a synopsis 
of its work in search and rescue and acci- 
dent prevention, as well as a general 
overview of Iceland’s SAR operations on 
both land and sea. 


Sweden 
Harry Sepp, Survival Instructor and 
Advisor for the Swedish Civil 
Defence League 

Lost in the Woods: Awareness of the 
Physiological Signs in Survival for Children 
and Adults was the topic of the presentation 
from the Swedish Civil Defence League. 


Outlining the psychological and physiologi- 
cal problems that a person may encounter 
within hours of being lost, the presentation 
also discussed preventative measures, 
focusing on the question, “How much do 
you really know about your child?” 


Scotland 
Hamish McDonald, Director of 
the Maritime Rescue Institute, 
Stonehaven, Scotland 

The Maritime Rescue Institute of 
Stonehaven, Scotland, provided an overview 
of SAR Craft Operations and the Required 
Training for Crew. The presentation 
detailed the training requirements in 
planning marine SAR units equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology. Training needs 
were outlined within the context of the 
significant loss of indigenous seamanship 
knowledge and skills. 


United Kingdom 
Pete Roberts and Dave Perkins, 
Northumberland National Park 
SAR Team 

The use of the UK Lost Person 
Behaviour database and a review of its 
effectiveness was one of two presentations 
from the Northumberland National Park 
SAR Team. Their second presentation dis- 
cussed recent trends in SAR management 
and training, focusing on the value of a 
common approach to SAR among the 
various agencies. 

Chris Price, Staff Officer Operations, 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
The Royal National Lifeboat Institute 

(RNLI) outlined its contribution to SAR 


ALBERTA TEAM WINS SARSCEWE GAMES 


record number of 13 teams from across Canada entered this year’s SARSCENE Games, armed with only compasses and multi- 
tools. The day was overcast but the setting was ideal — the 95-acre Sir Sanford Fleming Park in Halifax was complete with a lake. 
The competition was scored on the basis of timing and skill and consisted of six stations. They included search planning, med- 
ical first response, clues and evidence, line throwing, a relay of four micro-stations and a mystery event that turned out to be 
crossing a cable using a fixed pivot balance rope. 


For the second year in a row, the Foothills 
SAR Team from Turner Valley Alberta (left) 
took first place at the SARSCENE Games. 
Royal Newfoundland Constabulary (centre) 
came in second, while the Lakehead Search 
and Rescue Unit, Ontario, (right) secured 
third spot. 


activities in the UK. Topics focused on how 
the RNLI is organized and the manner in 
which it carries out its business within the 
SAR framework of the UK and Ireland. 


United States of America 
Chris Long, Washington State SAR 
Coordinator 

Mr. Long lectured to a packed audience 
about the crucial role of good leadership 
in SAR. He stressed the importance of lead- 
ership in all aspects of operations from 
search teams through incident command. 
Robert Koester, Type 1 Incident 
Commander 

The number of searches for Alzheimer’s 
patients has increased dramatically in the 
last few years and Robert Koester’s sold-out 
training session explained the techniques 
and psychology needed to undertake these 
types of searches. Mr. Koester also gave two 
workshop presentations, one on Alzheimer’s 
and related dementia and another on 
searcher fatigue. 
Lieutenant-Commander Paul 
Steward, Office of Search and 
Rescue, U.S. Coast Guard 

American Paul Steward and Canadian 
Peter Howe, of the National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat, joined forces to talk 
about the future of the COSPAS-SARSAT, an 
emergency beacon detection system. The 
presentation included a live demonstration 
of the satellite system. 
Paul Burke, Greatland Laser 
(see Laser Light Applications in SAR in 
“Advanced technologies advance SAR 
operations”) 


Marc Beaumier provided the commentary 


he National Search and Rescue 
‘Ys recognized the dedica- 

tion and professionalism of five 
members of Canada’s SAR community at 


SARSCENE 2002 with the presentation of 
SAR Achievement Awards and Certificates. 


Outstanding SAR 
Achievement Award 

John Kelly of Winnipeg received 
the 2002 Outstanding SAR Achievement 
Award. It was presented to him by John 
O'Reilly, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of National Defence, on behalf of 
John McCallum, Lead Minister for Search 
and Rescue. Currently the National 
Administrator of the Civilian Air Search 
and Rescue Association (CASARA), Mr. 
Kelly’s distinguished career has spanned 
some three decades. During that time he 
saved many lives, provided SAR training 
to thousands of military and civilian 
SAR workers and educated thousands 
of people on outdoor survival, safety and 
prevention. An award-winning parachutist, 
he helped develop a new parachute 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND TOURS CAPTURE SPOTLIGHT 


Peter Stow, Yves LeClerc and Captain 


for the SAR demonstrations. 


enabling SARtechs to more effectively pen- 
etrate crash sites to administer lifesaving 
medical treatment. 


Five SAR Achievement 
Certificate winners 

Alberta-based RCMP dog handler, 
Corporal James Galloway, played 
a key role in forming Alberta’s RCMP 
Civilian Search and Rescue and Service 
Dog Association, a province-wide organi- 
zation that develops and trains SAR dog 
teams. 

Tim Jones of British Columbia’s BC 
North Shore Rescue Team was recognized 
for his contribution to SAR training 
designed to meet the unique challenges 
presented by the province’s mountainous 
terrain. This included the development of 
SAR procedures for avalanche, swift water 
and ground rescues. 

Eric Langley, a founding member 
of the Cape Breton SAR Team, was recog- 
nized for his three decades of service. 
Mr. Langley played a key role in develop- 
ing many of the team’s training 


procedures and was active in hunter and 
firearm safety training programs. 

Denis Maurice, founder of the 
Georgian Bay Volunteer Search and 
Rescue Unit, was recognized for his vision 
in creating a Central Region SAR unit. He 
also developed a training curriculum, poli- 
cies and standard operating guidelines. 

Robert Petitpas, President of the 
Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary (Quebec), 
was recognized for his life-long dedication 
to volunteer marine search and rescue. 
He has been active throughout his career 
in the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
Canadian Safe Boating 
Council, St. Lawrence 
Waterway Committee, 
Management Committee 
of the Pleasure Craft 
Operator’s Card and 
Canadian Power and 
Sail Squadron. 


John Kelly, recipient of the 
outstanding SAR 
Achievement Award 2002 


ne of the highlights of SARSCENE 2002 was the marine and air demonstration, organized 
by Kathleen Flemming of the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre Halifax, with the support of 
Canadian Forces and the Canadian Coast Guard. The demonstrations included the RCMP 


Taking in the tours 
SARSCENE 2002 offered tours to three operational centres that play vital roles in the region’s 
SAR operations. 


The Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC) Halifax 


dive vehicle and a kayaking team sponsored by Parks Canada Agency and a rescue boat from the 
Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary, making this year’s show one of the most multi-disciplined. The 
perfect weather brought out hundreds of delegates and the public who lined the waterfront area. 


One of three 9-1-1 centres for marine and aviation calls for Canada, the JRCC is jointly staffed 


A hoist from the CCG Earl Grey to the 
CCG Yarmouth helicopter in Halifax 
Harbour during SARSCENE 2002. 


Canadian Hurricane Centre (CHC) 
With an area of forecast responsibility that lies along the Canada-United States border and 
extends into Canadian waters for 200 nautical miles, the CHC advises Canadians on the threat of 
hurricanes and tropical storms and provides guidance to weather centres in all regions affected 
by such storms. 


Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) Centre 
Providing ships with safety, communications and vessel traffic services, the MCTS Centre provides 
services that are vital to the safe and expeditious movement of vessels in harsh weathers and seas. 


by the Canadian Coast Guard and the Canadian Forces and is responsible for tasking-out vessels 
and aircraft across an area of nearly five million square kilometres. 


SARSCENE 2002 


SAR DEDICATION AND VOLUNTEERISM APPLAUDED 
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CASARA joins Canadian Forces SAR 
squadrons in SAREX 2002 


by Major Grant Macdonald, Canadian Forces 


or the first time ever, Civil Air Search and Rescue Association 

(CASARA) members formally participated in the National Spi 

SAREX 2002 held in Gimli, Manitoba, in September. Teams 413 Transport and Rescue Squadron, CFB Greenwood 
from all five Canadian Forces primary SAR Squadrons, plus a sixth 
composite team from the three Combat Support Squadrons were 
joined by six CASARA teams. The five-day exercise tested skills in 
parachuting, aeronautical, emergency medical diagnosis and ~am Para no € 
treatment within a competitive framework designed to foster 103 Rescue Squadron, CFB Gander 
camaraderie and team-building. 

Each of the CASARA teams was paired with a Canadian Forces 
team and assigned the task of dividing and thoroughly searching 
an area within a specified timeframe. This realistic approach not 
only reflected the normal interaction that would take place 
between various search resources during a major aeronautical 
SAR operation, but also demanded a high degree of cooperation 
and trust. 413 Transport and Rescue Squadron, CFB Greenwood, 
Nova Scotia, paired with the CASARA team of Zone 3, Swan River, 
won the event. 


Composite team of 417, 439 and 444 Combat Support Squadrons 


Master Corporal Dave Cooper 


8 Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 8 Wing, CFB Trenton 
(in support of 424 Squadron) 


The winning team of SAREX 2002: 413 Squadron and their CASARA 
teammates from Zone 3, Swan River, Manitoba [including a spotter from 
Newfoundland on vacation in Gimli). 


Bill Layman has paddled in Nunavut 
and the Northwest Territories with his 
partner, Lynda Holland, for over seven 
years. He wishes the Inuvik incident 
was an isolated one, but says stories 
of the inappropriate use of emergency 
signalling devices, triggering costly 
rescues, occur every year in Canada’s 
north. He recalls when he lent his 
Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) to an 
outfitter who was taking a wealthy 
client on a stretch of the Kazan River. 
When their canoe blew away they set 
off the PLB. 

“They had all the supplies they 
needed, except for the canoe, and a 
floatplane was scheduled to pick them 
up in less than a week,” says Layman. 
“They could have spent that time 
fishing and hiking, but the client 
demanded the outfitter call for help, 
provoking a very expensive helicopter 
rescue.” The tab was picked up by the 
Canadian taxpayer. 

Layman says that PLBs should be 
an essential part of any major outdoor 
expedition, but believes they should be 
reserved for dire emergencies. “Along 
with our PLB we carry a satellite 


phone and a VHF air-band radio,” he 
explains. “The phone for logistics, like 
calling for a plane or a boat pickup at 
the trip's end or to contact a doctor 
for instructions on treating an illness 
or injury with our first aid kit.” 

But Layman maintains that their 
PLB would only be activated in the 
event of an all-out disaster. “Mine is 
strapped to my lifejacket, and my pre- 
trip registration plan indicates that if it 
is activated, we are in acute need of 
assistance because all other means of 
communications have been lost say, 
for example, in a canoe capsize.” 

When an individual buys or rents a 
PLB, they must register a detailed trip 
plan. When a PLB is activated during 
a trip a dire emergency SOS signal is 
relayed to Canada’s Mission Control 
Centre (MCC) at CFB Trenton. Each 
PLB has a uniquely coded signal, which 
enables the MCC to pinpoint the exact 
location and to reference pre-trip reg- 
istration details to launch a rescue. 


Use the correct beacons 


Layman also finds the use of 
Emergency Position Indicating Radio 
Beacons (EPIRB) or Emergency Locator 
Transmitters (ELT) in lieu of PLBs and 
satellite phones troubling. “EPIRBs are 
for ships, while ELTs are for planes,” 
he explains. “They emit generic signals 
that are respectively received as ‘ship 
is sinking’ and ‘plane has crashed’ 
leaving rescuers with no choice but 
to launch costly and often needless 
rescues. 

He sites the example of a party of 
young women on a canoe trip near 
Churchill, Manitoba, who activated 
their EPIRB and launched a helicopter 
rescue. They were worried about for- 
est fires. A satellite phone would have 


INUVIK N.W.T. (CP) — An American pad- 
dling in the Northwest Territories missed a 
rendezvous with a bush plane sent to pick 
him up, so he set off a 

downed-aircraft signal that 

triggered at $100,000 

search and rescue operation. 

The man, whom RCMP iden- 

tified only as a librarian 

Jrom New York, had finished 

a 14-day canoe trip from 
Coleville Lake to the 
Anderson River, a remote 
area north of the Arctic 
Circle. Sgt. Mark Wharton 
of the RCMP estimated the 
rescue cost $100,000 
including the $9,000 
per hour Hercules 
aircraft and a heli- 
copter sent from 
Ontario. 
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enabled them to call Churchill to find out if there was any 


real danger. 


Mr. Laymen thinks that individuals who can afford to take 
remote trips should ensure they have plans in place to deal 
with a wide range of emergencies. “The PLB is truly a life- 


emergencies. PLBs are meant for, and should be used only 


in the event of a serious crisis.” 


saver and all wilderness travellers in the far north should 
take one along,” he says, “But, they should also have back- 
up plans and other means of communications for minor 


COSPAS-SARSAT celebrates its 20° anniversary 


A sense of achievement, pride and enthusiasm aptly 
describes the atmosphere at the 20" anniversary celebra- 
tion of the COSPAS-SARSAT satellite launch and its first 
rescue. Advanced by a partnership that included 
Canada, France, the former Soviet Union and the 
United States, COSPAS-SARSAT was launched 
in June 1982. In September of that same 
year the system picked up the distress sig- 


nal of a light plane that had crashed in 


British Columbia. The system’s pinpointing of 
the crash site led to the rescue of the plane’s 


pilot and passengers. 


The celebration was held September 5"" at 


the Canada and World Pavilion, cohosted by the 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat, Communications 
Research Centre Canada, and EMS Technologies, 


Upcoming Events 


Shephard’s “SAR The Americas 2003” 
This international conference and 
exhibition will be held in Halifax, March 
24-25, 2003. Presentations, forum discus- 
sions and informal sessions will enable 
civil and military SAR operators, govern- 
ment officials and policy makers, business 
managers, academics, and manufacturers 
and suppliers to explore issues of risk 
mitigation versus effectiveness. For more 
information, visit 
http://www.shephard.co.uk/exhib/sar_03/ 


7% Annual Alberta SAR Conference 

This conference will be held from 
March 7 to 9, 2003, in Cypress Hills 
Interprovincial Park. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.saralberta.org. 


Alberta’s SAR Day 
Alberta’s SAR Day, May 4, 2003, is an 
opportunity to promote timely prevention 


messages and to raise awareness of the 
services delivered to the public on behalf 
of the many paid and volunteer SAR 
providers in the province. 

For more information on Alberta’s SAR 
Day, visit www.saralberta.org. 


13" World Conference on Disaster 
Management 

The conference takes place June 22- 
25, 2003 in Toronto, at the International 
Plaza Hotel, with the theme of “The 
Changing face of Disaster management: 
New Threats, New Approaches”. For more 
information, visit http:/Awww.wcdm.org/ 


ISAR 2003 

The International Search and Rescue 
Competition is an annual event between 
coast guard auxiliary teams from Canada 
and the United States to test the volun- 
teers' ability to plan, communicate and 


40 


The source material for this article was provided courtesy of Bill 
Laymen, from his article in the Fall issue of the Kanawa magazine, pub- 
lished by the Canadian Recreational Canoeing Association. 


The evening included congratulatory remarks from 
officials of the attending organizations, a video recounting 
the history of COSPAS-SARSAT and the presentation of 
certificates by NSS Executive Director Jean 

Murray, recognizing the contributions of 


the many dedicated individuals who 
played key roles in the development 
and success of the system. 


execute a search and rescue mission. The 
next competition will take place in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, September 27, 
2003. For more information, visit 
http://www.isar2002.com/. 


SARSCENE 2003 

Canada’s national search and rescue 
games, workshop and trade show is 
organized by the National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat. SARSCENE 2003 will 
be held October 15-18, 2003 in Kingston, 
Ontario. This year’s local host is the 
Ontario Provincial Police. For more infor- 
mation, visit http://www.nss.gc.ca. 


To have your event listed in 
SARSCENE magazine or on the National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat web site, 
please call 1-800-747-9414 or e-mail 
thouchard@nss.gc.ca. 


INITIATIVES FUND 


urvival 


“of life Salone Canadas backcountry in increasing numbers. ey of them are ill sored for the challenges 
and dangers they may encounter. The result is more lost people, survival ordeals and tragedies. 

Through a NIF-funded project, the Wilderness Training Institute (WTI) is working to improve this situation with 
the development of the Basic Survival and Prevention Program. Sponsored in partnership with Emergency 
Management Ontario, the goals of the WTI are to increase awareness of the importance of wilderness survival 
skills, to decrease lost person incidents, to predict the outcome of search and rescue missions and to prevent 
needless loss of life. 


Survival Game Plan 


Aimed at outdoor leaders and professionals, national and provincial park staff, 
volunteer searchers and teachers, as well as private organizations and individuals, the 
Basic Survival and Prevention Program includes a Basic Survival Skills Course with a 
supporting student guidebook and instructor manual, and focuses on two areas of 
wilderness survival. 

The first, Survival Preparedness, provides instruction on trip and itinerary planning 
and survival essentials such as kit construction and wilderness navigation. The second, 
the Survival Game Plan, is a how-to guide to reduce a person’s chances of getting lost, 
and to increase a person’s chances of survival and of being found if they do become lost. 
It focuses on risk management, hazard evaluation and avoidance, and survival prepared- 
ness techniques. 


Signalling and shelter - 
key wilderness survival skills 


Evaluate and prepare for risks 


“We educate people to understand that there are uncontrollable and controllable- 
avoidable risks,” explains Mr. Arama. “Avalanches and lightning strikes do occur 
without advance warning, and accidents can happen to even the most prepared, but 
a large proportion of mishaps can be avoided or, at the very least, planned for with 
Survival Game Plan.” 

The Survival Game Plan outlines what risks and hazards should be examined when 
planning an expedition, including everything from weather, topography, animals, and 
insects to warnings issued by authorities and specific activity-related dangers. Then it 
provides guidance on how to apply that information to plan for worst-case scenarios 
or even to avoid certain elements of the outing if the risks are too high. 
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Preparation is a must 


Authorities cite the lack of preparedness as the major factor in a typical search and 
rescue scenario. This includes not leaving behind trip plans and not taking along survival 
essentials such as flashlights, fire-starting items, shelters and compasses. Poor physical 
and even mental ability to cope with an unexpected overnight stay, as well as alcohol and 
non-prescription drug consumption, are often contributing factors to poor or even tragic 
outcomes in lost person incidents. 

For more information on the Wilderness Survival School, Wilderness Training 

Institute’ s Basic Survival and Prevention Course and other survival and safety workshops, 
web site at www.wscsurvivalschool. com. — 


14 


SARSCENE 


mariners facing difficulties at sea. 


A memorandum of agreement between the two organizations was 


—Ganatian team wins ISAR 2002 


A Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary team from Richmond, British 
Columbia, was the international winner of ISAR 2002, the third 
annual marine search and rescue competition for volunteers. 
The competition was hosted by the United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary at U.S. Coast Guard Group Milwaukee. Twelve teams 

representing the Canadian and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliaries par- 

ticipated in various events including dewatering pump operation, 
line heaving, chart work, first aid and rope splicing. 

The combined forces of the U.S. and Canadian Coast Guard 

_ Auxiliaries support the safe boating and search and rescue 

programs of the Coast Guard in their respective countries. 

; Every year, over 42,000 active Canadian and U.S. auxiliarists 

~ are credited with saving 600 lives and helping thousands of 


The Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary Team Pacific was 
the winner of ISAR 2002 in Milwaukee in October. 


signed in 1999 and paved the way for joint training and exercises 
between the two volunteer organizations. i 


Cormorant flies 
first mission 


ess than a week after going into 

operational service at 442 Transport 
sand Rescue Squadron, 19 Wing 
Comox, Canada’s newest military rescue 
helicopter, the CH-149 Cormorant, suc- 
cessfully flew its first rescue mission. 

On July 28", 442 Squadron’s 
Cormorant crew responded to a distress 
call to rescue an injured Filipino sailor 
from the deck of a ship. Upon arriving 
on the scene, the SARtech team rode the 
Cormorant’s hoist down to the ship where 
they stabilized the patient and moved him 
onto a metal stretcher for hoisting. The 
hovering Cormorant effortlessly plucked 
the sailor from the deck and winched 


CACC CERT 


him aboard. He was then flown to a 
Vancouver Island hospital where he 
made a full recovery. 


Autopilot passes the test 

The milestone rescue occurred in 
Hecate Strait, 200 kilometres offshore, 
giving the aircrew ample opportunity to 
put the Cormorant’s sophisticated auto- 
pilot, which enables these choppers to 
virtually fly themselves, to the test. “It took 
us right there,” said pilot Captain Jen 
Weissenborn. “It was nice not having to sit 
hunched over the controls like we’re used 
to on the Labrador.” The chopper’s other 
vastly superior flying characteristics 
include an extra engine, increased 
endurance and carrying capacity, and the 
ability to fly in severe weather. 
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Flying in the SAR role 

442 Squadron has a fleet of five 
Cormorants. Two of them will be dedi- 
cated primarily to training pilots, flight 
engineers and SARtechs on how to fly the 
helicopter in the SAR role. “Learning to 
fly the new helicopter is one thing, but 
learning to manoeuvre one next to a 
mountainside or above a pitching boat 
is something else altogether, “explained 
Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Goodman, 
Commanding Officer of 442 Squadron. 

The Cormorant is replacing the 
Canadian Forces Labrador helicopters. 
In addition to CFB Comox, CFB Gander 
is receiving three of the yellow aircraft, 
while CFB Greenwood and CFB Trenton 
will receive their allotment of the fleet of 
15 by the end of the year. 


ailed to return at its” 
cated the family and 


th hour of the search 


ded on the beach, confirmed — 
e to Duncan, E.G, marking the sec- 
y commissioned Cormorants. - 
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Shipwreck Treasures - Disaster and Discovery on 
Canada’s East Coast by Roger Marsters 

Reviewed by Jack Gallagher, International 
Marine SAR Consultant 

This book is a diverse look at the 
world of east coast shipping over the 
last five centuries. 

It presents brief but interesting 
encounters with many well known and 
several lesser-known shipwrecks. It 
spans accounts from whaling in the 
mid-1500s to the break-up of the 
M/V Flare in 1998. 

The author's passion for maritime 
history comes through in the narra- 
tive as he develops the scene and historical context for 
each event. This same passion is evident in the description of wrecks that have 
been replaced or preserved for the viewing and edification of future generations. 

Each chapter tells a story about a particular event or underwater find. Every 
story is illustrated with captivating pictures, which draw even a casual observer 
into the book. The pictures include maps, photographs and paintings of ships, 
artifacts and the people involved. 

The stories flow easily although the use of kilometres is distracting when used 
to describe distances at sea. As a mariner, | found myself converting to nautical 
miles to better understand the scenario that was being described. 

Shipwreck Treasures is a good coffee-table book that people will pick up to look 
at the pictures. Once picked up It is difficult to put down without reading at least 
one of the stories. The good story telling and great pictures make for a very 
enjoyable read. 


Shipwreck Treasures 


Di 
Saster and Discover 
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Jack Gallagher is a former Canadian Coast Guard commanding officer and manager 
with extensive experience in marine incident response and Receiver of Wrecks 
responsibilities. 1 


Hail to the Unsung Hero - 
2003 SAR Awards 


Nominations are due by Le 31, 2003. 


The NSS Awards Program was introduced in 1995 to acknowledge 

outstanding work done by search and rescue providers and organizations, — 6 
and to raise awareness of search and rescue efforts across Canada. a 

The Outstanding SAR Achievement Award recognizes exceptional con- 
tribution to Canadian SAR by an individual or organization. The Certificates. 
of Achievement recognize individuals or groups who have made ee 
contributions to SAR. 

Nomination information and forms are spicble at Www.nss. ge. ca. 
Click on Awards in the top menu. Or call 1-800-727-9414. 

The award and certificates will be presented at SARSCENE 2003 in — 
Kingston, Ontario on October 18, 2003. . 


/ OF PRECIPITATION, AS WELL AS ITS 
. ‘DIRECTION WITHIN STORMS. THIS 
HELPS METEOROLOGISTS DETECT CONDITIONS 
THAT COULD LEAD TO A TORNADO. 

Severe weather is a fact of life in North 
America — whether it be the 5 feet of snow 
dumped on us in January, the downpour 
of rain we see every spring, or even the 
tornado warning. No matter what season, 
we can expect a gift from Mother Nature. 

But severe weather won't come as a 
surprise thanks to improving technology 
and new Doppler radar stations across 
Canada, part of Environment Canada’s 
$34.9 million plan. 

Originally developed just before WW II, 
radar was used to detect and locate hos- 
tile aircraft at long distances, and today, 
weather radar can locate and follow 


ead. With a better ability to track 
storms and their severity, new Doppler 
technology could also help prevent inci- 
dents from occurring because people 
across Canada will be better informed 
about possible dangerous weather 
developments in their area. 

According to Environment Canada’s 
website on the Doppler radar initiative, 
“the advanced weather radar will provide 
meteorologists with the data needed to 
more quickly and precisely detect and 
predict severe weather, such as heavy 
rainfall, winter storms, thunderstorms, 
hail and tornadoes.” 

“The goal is to provide sufficient warn- 
ing to the public to be able to take action 
to ensure their safety and security and 
implement emergency plans to minimize 
damage and economic loss,” says 
Environment Canada. 


continued on page 2 


BROADER RANGE 


OF SERVICES 


Environment Canada announced in March its 
plan to invest $75 million over five years in the 


Meteorological Service of Canada (WSC). With 
this investment, the MSC hopes to improve its 
accuracy and timeliness of day-to-day forecasts, 
longer-term forecasts and prediction of 
extreme weather across Canada. 


ities prepare for any severe weather 


PE AT UO ROE 


Nothing to 
sneeze at 


Severe weather in Canada is 


nothing to sneeze at. Each year, 


poor weather conditions cause 


an average of 220 fatal car 


accidents and more than 


11,500 severe injuries, 


says Environment Canada. 


For example, the July 1987 


Edmonton tornado killed 


27 people, injured 253 others 


and had an economic impact of 


approximately $330 million. The 


December 1996 snowstorm in 


Vancouver and Victoria had an 


economic impact of $200 million, 


and the hailstorms that hit 


Calgary and Winnipeg in 


July 1996 caused $300 million 


in property damage. 
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SAR AND WEATHER 


Weatheradio 
service further 
expands 
in Nunavut 


Northern Challenge 

Environment Canada’s Meteorological 
Service of Canada (MSC), in collaboration 
with the Nunavut government, applied for 
funding from the New SAR Initiatives Fund 
(NIF) over two years ago to install three 
Weatheradios in the Nunavut territory. The 
partners were concerned that weather 
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information and warnings were difficult to 
obtain in many communities after regular 
radio broadcast hours. 

The NIF provided funding for the initial 
purchase of Weatheradio equipment plus 
the installation costs at three new loca- 
tions in Nunavut. The Nunavut government 
funds the majority of the costs associated 
with maintenance and ongoing operation. 
Weatheradio has been available in the 
Cape Dorset, Rankin Inlet and Arviat 
regions of Nunavut since June 2002. 

One challenge faced by Environment 
‘Canada is the various dialects found 
throughout the region. Environment 
Canada is working with the Nunavut gov- 
ernment to see what can be done to find 
an acceptable Inuktitut weather terminol- 
ogy that will be understood regardless of 
local dialects. A pilot project broadcasting 
current weather conditions in Inuktitut is 
planned for later this year. 


continued from page 1 


radars in Maine. 


In another NIF initiative, the MSC, in 
partnership with the NWT government, will 
install Weatheradio capacity on Great Slave 
Lake in 2003. 


Weatheradio Facts 

Weatheradio is a broadcast service 
located on the VHF-FM radio band. There 
are 168 transmitters located across 
Canada, operating on seven different fre- 
quencies, providing weather information 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

The automated system broadcasts 
the latest weather observations, public and 
marine forecasts and warnings for specific 
areas of the country. According to Yvonne 
Bilan-Wallace, NIF project manager for the 
FM weather radio in Nunavut and Public 
Program Manager and Meteorologist with 
Prairie Aviation and Arctic Weather Centre, 
the information is updated within minutes 
of receiving an observation or sending 
out a forecast. 


Each radar has a circular coverage of approximately 500 sq. 
kilometres, but even more information will be available thanks to 
the Canada-U.S. agreement to share radar information to maintain a 
continuous flow of weather data across the border. The radar infor- 
mation is shared between adjacent radar stations in each country. 
For example, the Atlantic region’s American weather information 
comes from the United States National Weather Service Doppler 


Since Doppler radar can predict severe weather sooner than 
before, meteorologists will be able to issue severe weather warnings 
at an earlier stage of a storm’s development. When warnings are 
issued, they are broadcast on Environment Canada’s Weatheradio 
service, and are provided to both television and radio stations. 

The public will now have more warning and time to protect 
themselves and their property, and SAR providers will be 
able to be more prepared for incidents in severe weather. Hl 


Austrian scientist J.C. Doppler hypothesized that the frequency of sound waves 
from a moving source would increase as they approached an observer and 
decrease as they moved away. 


Courtesy of Environment Canada. 


_ Regular FM or AM radios are unable 
to tune into the frequency used by the 
Service, so people must buy the special 
ef receiver in order to access oe The 
hai tig on a features you cote 
~ Some have a conventional radio feature 
or evena walkie-talkie type of communi- 
cation device. 
The receiver is not intended to. 
re Se radio and T.V. broadcasts, 
put is designed to complement them 
and enhance the information the public 
receives. about possible weather situations. 
ie i Weatheradio receivers come in different 


E de a or lash j just prior to receiving an 

Hy _ announcement of a severe weather warn- 
: i ing. Unlike TY. or conventional radio, 

By the Weatheradio doesn’t have to be on 
. 6 sound an alarm for a weather watch 
——orwarning, Ml 


he economic cost of avalanche accidents exceeds 
$50 million annually, despite avalanche worker 
training and safety programs. In human costs, 
statistics from the Canadian Avalanche Association (CAA) 
say that more than 100 people each year will be caught 
in an avalanche. So far this season, 25 people have died in 
avalanches in Canada. Statistics indicate that for each per- 


son killed, five or more people will be 


caught in an avalanche, but will survive. 


Several years ago the CAA recognized the 
need to revamp its old Level 2 training 
program for technical training of ava- 
lanche workers, ski hill operators and 
highway workers who control avalanches 
threatening highways. Now the CAA is 
taking a more comprehensive approach to 
avalanche training in Canada, by including 
best risk management practices and 
linking those best practices to human 
behaviour and decision making, because 
there is a growing awareness that techni- 


cal training alone is not enough to prevent accidents. 


The Avalanche Decision-making And Professionals Training 
(ADAPT) program was implemented this season to provide 
state of the art training for avalanche workers in Canada. 


provided $50,000 


Canadian Avalanche 
Association’s public 
avalanche safety 

programs. 


SAR AND WEATHER 


According to Canadian Avalanche C 
statistics, the typical avalanche vi 
male and in his twenties. Althot 
avalanches occur between January 
March, there is still a danger in 
warmer months from May to Octobe 


This new project, funded by the New SAR Initiatives Fund 
(NIF) and sponsored by Parks Canada and Heritage Canada, 
was a two-year project to develop this new training program 
for avalanche professionals. 


Canadian Avalanche Association Training schools are the only 
formal provider for avalanche safety training for avalanche 
industry workers in Canada. And according to the CAA, Level 


eae ; 3 
2 training is necessary for mountain a ee 


guides, ski guides and avalanche control SARSCENE 
operators in ski areas and highways. 


Mountain 
Equipment Co-op 


Understanding risks 


The ADAPT program focuses on risk 
management and decision making 
processes for avalanche workers who 
are out in avalanche terrain every day 
through the winter doing their work. 
With a better understanding of how 
humans perceive potential risks and 
their personal and team decision making 
processes, the CAA believes it is helping 
to change attitudes toward risk taking, and is achieving 
improved safety for workers, and for the public that 
avalanche workers are responsible to protect. 


over two years 
towards the . 


continued on page 5 
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Higher waves occur in shallower water. 
Once. a wave is formed, it can travel thousands of 
kilometres without losing a lot of energy. 


What does this mean 


or SAR? 


ver the last 50 years, an aver- 

age of more than four tropical 

storms or hurricanes have 
posed a threat to Canada or its terri- 
torial waters each year. Over the last 
eight years, this average has increased 
to nearly six per year. Tropical storms 
and hurricanes cause storm surges, 
floods, high waves, damaging winds, 
heavy rainfalls and erosion, according 
to Environment Canada’s Canadian 
Hurricane Centre (CHC). 


In the past decade, there has been a 
dramatic increase in the number of hurri- 
canes and tropical storms in the Atlantic, 
from as few as seven to as many as 19. 
According to the CHC, 2001 was the third 
straight year that six tropical cyclones 
entered the CHC Response Zone, with 
four tropical storms passing through the 
same Newfoundland marine forecast area 
in one 30-day span. In 2002, the number 
of named storms in the Atlantic was above 
normal, at 12. However, the number of 
named storms reaching hurricane 
strength was only four (compared to the 
50 year average of six). 

Even if a hurricane does not touch 
Canadian land, it can still create severe 
weather for coastal areas and for any 
boats in the water. 

continued on the next page 


In a rare meteorological event of the century, three 
separate weather systems were on a collision course 
and met to create the “perfect storm” in the fall of 1991. 
A Great Lakes storm system moving east, a Canadian 
cold front moving south, and Hurricane Grace moving 
northeast were all headed for the North Atlantic. 

Although there were warnings from Environment 
Canada and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, it seemed improbable that such a storm 
could develop. Further, because the storm developed so 
rapidly, people on land and fishermen weren't as pre- 
pared as they could have been. This led to search and 
rescue efforts in coastal towns and out in the sea. 

With high winds and reduced visibility, SAR providers 
had a difficult task in the air and on the land. Because 
the conditions were hazardous, SAR providers could have 
decided to call off their searches, but they continued to 
search for survivors. 

For more information on hurricanes and tropical 
storms, visit the Canadian Hurricane Centre’s website at 
www.atl.ec.gc.ca/weather/hurricane 


continued from page 3 


According to Clair Israelson, Executive Director of the Canadian Avalanche 
Association, the response to ADAPT has been so positive that it is hard to 
keep up with the demand from the industry. 


“People are saying they wish ADAPT had been available 15 to 20 years ago, 
because this training fundamentally changes the way we think about both personal 
and public safety,” he said. 


The Association feels this program will result in improved operational decisions 
by avalanche workers, and reduce the number of injuries and lives lost due 
to avalanches. 


Avalanche workers and the recreational public are already aware of the potential 
for avalanches and most are carrying avalanche beacons, shovels and probes when 
backcountry skiing. Avalanche beacons emit a radio signal, and if a burial occurs, 
searchers can quickly locate people trapped under the snow. i 


SAR AND WEATHER 


The average lightning stroke is six miles long 
and the temperature of lightning’s return 
stroke can reach 50,000 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The surface of the sun is only 11,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 


Photo courtesy of C. Clark and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
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Clair Israelson, Executive Director of the 
Canadian Avalanche Association, was an ava- 
lanche forecaster from 1972 to 1990. In that 
time, he formed an effective snow research 
and avalanche control program. 
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INITIATIVES 


SNOWSMART 
educates young winter enthusiasts 


A ccording to statistics from the Canadian Institutes for Health Information, 
snowmobiling is the leading cause of severe injuries related to winter 
sports. This accounts for 16 per cent of all severe sport injuries, and at least 
26 per cent of those injured had consumed alcohol before being injured. 
The statistics also state that downhill skiing accounts for six per cent of 
injuries, and snowboarding is responsible for five per cent of injuries. 
SNOWSMART, a joint project of the Canadian Ski Patrol System, Parks Canada 
and the Canadian Avalanche Association, is a project of the Smartrisk Foundation 
that is geared toward active skiers, snowmobilers and snowboarders between 
the ages of 12 and 24. 
Founded in 1992 by Dr. Robert Conn, Smartrisk is a national, non-profit 
organization dedicated to injury prevention that has created this educational 
program based on five principles of prevention — Buckle up; Drive sober; Look 
first; Get trained; and Wear the gear. 
The three-year SNOWSMART program, completed in March 2002, increased 


youth awareness about the dangers and risks of winter activities. 


FUND 


It began because of the number of deaths reported during the height of the 
winter recreational season, especially of people under the age of 18. 

A recent SNOWSMART study indicated that many youths who are winter 
enthusiasts are not adequately prepared for the risks, nor have any knowledge 
about detecting or avoiding avalanches and avoiding injury. 

Further, SNOWSMART contradicts glamourized images in the media, 
which show extraordinary feats, but not the danger that can be faced by an 
inexperienced skier or snowboarder. The SNOWSMART program focuses on 
doing difficult manoeuvres 
safely by practicing risk 


management. 


According to 2002 Canadian Ski and 
Snowboard industry stats, more than 
4.7 million Canadians participate in one 
or more forms of skiing; downhill, cross 
country, snowboarding, or a combination 


of disciplines. 


Cold 
Exposure 
Survival 


Model 
(CESMJ 


C [- S Mi. a project funded by 

the New Search and 
Rescue Initiatives Fund, is challenging 
some of the rules of marine search 
and rescue. 

In the past, searchers would have 
had to estimate how long a person 
could last in the water after a plane 
crash or a boat sinking, and then 
determine how long to continue 
searching. With CESM, the survival 
time can be predicted more precisely. 
This allows searchers to make a bet- 
ter-informed decision on how long to 
continue the search, as for example, 
when CESM was used during the sink- 
ing of MV Vanessa in October 1997. 

CESM is scientifically based on the 
physics of heat transfer and on the 
physiological response to cold. It 
provides a prediction of survival time 
based on when the body temperature 
reaches the threshold of lethal 
hypothermia. It is a ‘living’ development 
that continues to improve with new 
information. The Fund is supporting 
future upgrading that will lead to 
predictions of self-help limitations and 
probabilities of survival when details 
of the casualties are unknown. 


Through partnerships among different private and public sector 
organizations, new search and rescue projects are approved each year 
to improve SAR across Canada. 


NEW SAR INITIATIVES FUND 


Winter safety projects —__itigh rst avalanche area 
focus on prevention é X ince 1988, there have been 


17 different projects supported 

by the New Search and Rescue 
Initiatives Fund aimed at educating 
people about the dangers of avalanches, 
designing safety materials, or researching 
avalanche patterns to better understand 
when and why they happen. 

One such project is the installation 
of new weather stations in the high-risk 
avalanche area of Haute Gaspésie, 
Québec, thanks to the collaboration 

among Environment Canada, the 
Centre d'études nordiques of University 
Laval and the University of Québec 
in Rimouski. 

The Centre d’avalanche de la Haute 
Gaspésie installed the three weather 
stations in the Chic-Chocs mountain range 
of the Gaspé Peninsula during the winter 
of 2002-2003. The plan is for the stations 

to become fully operational this summer. 
| There will be two high/mid-elevation 


Safety and ice rescue 

Two New SAR Initiatives Fund projects were announced in January 2003. 

The first, “Safety and Rescue on Ice,” is a joint project with Parks Canada, the 
Canadian Red Cross, la Sdreté du Québec, la Fédération québécoise des clubs 
quads, la Fédération des clubs de motoneigistes and the National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat. The project includes the purchase of specialized equipment, 
such as isothermal clothing, cables and boats to improve ice rescues, which were 
demonstrated at a news conference in Chambly, Québec. 

The three year program will enable training for approximately 900 safety 
officers, comprised of firefighters and volunteers who patrol waterfront areas 
with snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles, in prevention and ice rescue. 

The goal of the project is to spread awareness of the dangers of ice, 
as well as to minimize the risks associated with ice rescue. 


Avalanche Safety 

The second project is aimed at sensitiz- 
ing people to the risks of avalanches in 
Québec. This project is supported by the 
Canadian Avalanche Association (CAA), 
la SOreté du Québec, Parks Canada, le 
Centre d’avalanche de la Haute Gaspésie, 


Environment Canada, la Fédération québé- The Canadian Avalanche Association remote stations and one valley bottom 
coise de la montagne et de Tescalade, —_ranig Sonne ofer mary ser cowrse2 | manual sation with computer hardware 
and the New SAR Initiatives Fund. one called Avalanche Control Blasting. and software necessary to use, download, 

Since the 197Qs, there have been more forward and manage weather data. 
than 80 avalanche victims in Quebec, with 33 dead and 50 injured. This ava- According to Dominic Boucher, 
lanche awareness program will offer courses on prevention and search and coordinator of the Centre d’avalanche de 
rescue techniques for avalanche-prone areas in the region. la Haute Gaspésie, the new equipment 

| contributes to the following safety 

Danger Level Probability and Trigger Recommended Action measures and training: 7. 
and Color __ e Providing avalanche professional TTS 


training in Québec; 
e Documenting and specifying local and 
regional climates at various elevations; 
Natural avalanches unlikely. Use caution in steeper alate Monitoring climate variation through- 
Human triggered avalanches possible. terrain on certain aspects. | out the winter; 


Natural avalanches possible. Be increasingly cautious —°_‘ Identifying weather conditions 

Human triggered avalanches probable. in steeper terrain. favourable to avalanche activity; 

¢ Forecasting natural avalanche cycles 
and possible emergency situations; 


e Preparing public avalanche bulletins; 
Widespread natural or human Travel in avalanche terrain / aa 

triggered avalanches certain. should be avoided and 
confined to low angle 
terrain, well away from 


Natural avalanches very unlikely. Travel is generally safe. 
Human triggered avalanches unlikely. Normal caution advised. 


Natural and human triggered Travel in avalanche terrain — 
avalanches likely. is not recommended. | 


e Supporting emergency operations 


ugh avalanches may be 
avalanche path runouts. Although y | 
unpredictable and catch us by surprise, 
Source: Canadian Avalanche Association | prevention programs, training an d 


iti isks. 
Warnings and advisories are updated often. Visit www.avalanche.ca. awareness Can help mitigate the risks 
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FUND 


New tools for 


Field Trip Safety 


he need to ensure that school out- 
T ings are as safe as possible has 

been addressed by YouthSafe 
Outdoors (YSO), a three-year initiative 
that resulted in the development and 
distribution of research-based CD-ROM 
resources. The Alberta-based project, the 
largest and first of its kind in Canada, 
is directed at school boards, district 
administrators, principals, teachers/lead- 
ers, parents, and students. YSO has the 
potential to reduce recreational incidents 


throughout a lifetime of outdoor activities. 


It promotes a change in attitude and 
behaviour that can be spread among 
friends and family over many years. 

The YSO resource is dedicated to the 
11 students and one parent chaperone 
who have died on Alberta school field 
trips since the project was conceived in 


New Search and Rescue 
Initiatives Fund projects 


approved for 
2003-04 


he 2003-2004 New 

Search and Rescue 

Initiatives Fund projects 
range from programs in sec- 
ondary schools on the risks of 
winter sports; expert training 
for police and volunteers to 
manage search incidents; and 
improved infra-red technology 
to help locate people in condi- 
tions such as blinding snow 
storms and dense woods. 


The Honourable John McCallum, Lead Minister for 
Search and Rescue, approved the projects in March. 


1998. One of the parents, Ann Gray-Elton, 
who is also a teacher, served on the YSO 
Steering Committee. 

John Rotheisler, President of Search 
and Rescue Alberta says, “YouthSafe 
Outdoors Safety First! Guidelines offers 
the first guidelines for schools in Alberta 
that are consistent with industry standard 
in outdoor pursuits activities. Adherence 
by schools should lead to good trips with 
minimal potential for incidents requiring 
callouts of our members or other rescuers 
such as Parks Canada wardens or RCMP.” 

The project was managed by Glenda 
Hanna, Ph.D. (Quest Research and 
Consulting, Inc.) and sponsored by the 
New Search and Rescue Initiatives Fund 
and Emergency Management Alberta, 
its educational partners (the College of 
Alberta School Superintendents, the 


Reasonable 


Attainable § 


New proposals must be submitted by July 1, 2003 


for funding starting in April 2004. 


Glenda Hanna 


Global, Environmental and Outdoor 
Education Council of the Alberta 
Teachers Association and the Alberta 
Home and School Councils’ Association); 
and its community partners (Search 

and Rescue Alberta and the Mountain 
Equipment Co-op). Information on 
YouthSafe Outdoors is available from 
www. YouthSafeOutdoors.ca 


The Fund, with an annual budget of $8.1 million, 
supports search and rescue projects that enhance 
air, marine and ground search and rescue activities in 
Canada. Since 1988, it has funded over 700 projects 
at a cost of $120 million. 


Projects are reviewed and ranked 
by a merit board composed of repre- 
sentatives from the National Search 
and Rescue Secretariat and six federal — 
departments involved in search and 
rescue: Department of National 
Defence (Canadian Forces), 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
(Canadian Coast Guard), Environment 
Canada (Meteorological Service of 
Canada), Parks Canada, Solicitor 
General (Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police) and Transport Canada, as well 
as a representative from provincial 
and territorial search and rescue 
authorities. 

For a complete list of projects, 


go to the Secretariat's website at www. nss.gc.ca or 
call 1-800-727-9414. @ 
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The Honourable John McCallum, 


Lead Minister Responsible for Search and Rescue 


In December 2002, Minister McCallum visited the National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat and spoke about search and rescue in Canada. 


by Elizabeth Katz 

inister McCallum’s first-hand 
Meee: with search and 

rescue came shortly after his 
appointment as Minister of National 
Defence in May 2002. It wasn’t long 
before he gained an appreciation for 
the skills and courage that characterize 
search and rescue. 

“My first exposure to search and 
rescue professionals were the SARTECHs 
who have to take huge risks and be able 
to endure great physical stresses under 
the worst of conditions. It can be a 
grueling job.” 

Last summer, Minister McCallum met 
with the 103 Search and Rescue Squadron 
in Gander, Newfoundland and the nearby 
community to discuss the recent crash 
of the Griffon helicopter in Labrador. 
Following the accident, the Minister acted 
on a suggestion from the flight engineer 
who had survived the crash to paint the 
squadron’s helicopters bright yellow. 

This initial exposure gave the Minister 
a first-hand look at the complexity and 
depth of knowledge needed for search 
and rescue. 

“T know we sometimes work in 
stovepipes in Ottawa’, he said. “But in 
search and rescue, people work together 
- for the common good in a spirit of team- 
work, and I suspect that’s one of the 
reasons why there are fewer barriers. 
We have a coordinated system that works 
together — six federal departments and 
agencies, provincial and territorial 
authorities, police, volunteers and many 
others — to get the job done. We need to 
build on the high level of collaboration 
to continue the success we've had in 
saving lives.” 


Importance of 
communication 

“We need to communicate effectively 
with the public. Public support and 


participation are important.” The 
extensive media coverage of the new 
Cormorant helicopters, for example, 
is a result of an aggressive campaign 
to inform the public about search and 
rescue resources and expertise. 
Communication is our best weapon 
to prevent search and rescue in the first 
place. “We are working hard to define 
more clearly the various roles and 
responsibilities within the national 
search and rescue program, and to 
improve reporting on search and 
rescue issues to the Canadian public. ” 
“We need to work with our partners 
to get appropriate messages out to the 
public.” The Minister emphasized the 
importance of prevention programs 
(such as National Safe Boating Week, 
Atlantic Canada’s Severe Winter Weather 
Awareness program and the RCMP ‘Hug- 
a-Tree’ program for children) as critical 
elements of the collective effort to keep 
Canadians safe. 


Backbone of the 
national system 

The Minister addressed a number of 
challenges for search and rescue, notably 
the need to recruit new people. “This is 
a huge challenge for our organizations, 
especially the volunteers. Finding people 
who are physically active, versatile and 
willing to devote considerable time to 
training is difficult. Volunteers — 
thousands of individuals in ground teams, 
the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary 
and the Civil Air Search and Rescue 
Association across the country — make 
the system work as well as it does.” 

Volunteers are responsible for major 
initiatives that now include public safety 
messages for outdoor enthusiasts, cour- 
tesy marine vessel inspections, promotion 
of aviation safety and more. “These are 
wonderful programs,” he said. “And we 
need to support them and learn from 


INTERVIEW 


Minister of National Defence, The Honourable 
John McCallum. 


them.” At the same time, volunteers are 
challenged by the need to raise funds for 
equipment, training and administration. 
“These efforts can take their toll on 
individuals and families.” 


Innovation in search 
and rescue 

Minister McCallum noted that the New 
Search and Rescue Initiatives Fund is an 
important part of the federal government’s 
overall innovation strategy. “We're pro- 
moting a more innovative country and a 
more innovative economy and search and 
rescue is no exception.” Since 1988 the 
Fund has supported over 700 projects in 
all areas of search and rescue — SAR data 
and information collection, prevention, 
research and development, response 
and volunteers. 

Canada has been in the forefront of 
innovation since the early development 
of the COSPAS-SARSAT search and rescue 
satellite system in 1988. Canada was a 
founding member of this system that links 
distress signals to the Canadian Forces’ 
Mission Control Centre in Trenton, Ontario 
from where rescue missions are deployed. 
“The COSPAS-SARSAT system continues to 
play a central role in Canada’s seamless 
global safety net and Canadians can be 
proud of this contribution.” 

There’s no question, the Minister con- 
cluded, that Canada deserves its excellent 
reputation in search and rescue. 
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Const. Bob Parry and Auxiliary Const. Lisa Burns. The Auxiliary OPP uniform dif- 
fers from the one worn by regular OPP members by the light blue shirt Auxiliary 
members wear, and all outerwear has the Auxiliary insignia. Photo courtesy of 


Insp. Wagner. 
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Const. Bob Parry and Auxiliary Const. Robert Thomas. Photo cour- 
tesy of Insp. Wagner. 


Getting to know the OPP Auxiliary 


ith an area of 892,000 sq. kilometres, diverse 
communities and vast terrain, Ontario has many 
policing needs, from crowd control to search 
and rescue. The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and 
its Auxiliary are trained and equipped to function in 
many capacities. 

“The OPP Auxiliary program is an outstanding example of a 
well-organized, well-managed and effective volunteer community 
policing service that brings together people from many walks 
of life,” says OPP Commissioner Gwen Boniface. 

“Tt’s remarkable that people volunteer 
in our OPP Auxiliary for 20, 25, 30 and 
even 40 years.” 

The OPP Auxiliary, formed in 1960, 
became self-directed in 1991 as a result 
of recommendations from a 1988 audit. 
Auxiliary Chief Superintendent Terry 
Harkins was then appointed Executive 
Director and Provincial Commander of 
the OPP Auxiliary. 

One of the activities of the OPP 
Auxiliary’s 850 members is to provide a 
support role for search and rescue inci- 
dents managed by regular OPP officers 
who are trained in search and rescue. 
They also assist regular officers on patrol, accompany regular 
members on marine and snow vehicle patrol, provide victim 
assistance, assist RIDE program initiatives, and provide traffic 
control and ground security at major events. 


“The Auxiliary includes 
the military, lawyers, 
pilots, farmers, para- 
medics, bus drivers, 


nurses, electricians, 
carpenters, mechanics, 
homemakers and 
private business 
owners.” 


Being an OPP Auxiliary member takes dedication and a 
commitment of time, with a minimum of 10 hours per month on 
patrol, six hours per month of in-service training, and a 60-hour 
orientation program. Members are trained in law, personal 
safety, protocol, manual traffic control, emergency equipment, 
arrest procedures and firearms. 

And since 1997, Auxiliary recruits have been required to 
pass the General Aptitude Test Battery (GATB) and psychological 
testing. 

“The Auxiliary includes the military, lawyers, pilots, farmers, 
paramedics, bus drivers, nurses, electricians, carpenters, mechan- 
ics, homemakers and private business 
owners,” says Inspector Wagner. 

Further, he says the requirements 
for enrolment include being a Canadian 
citizen or permanent resident of Canada 
at least 18 years of age and having an 
Ontario secondary school diploma or 
equivalent, standard First Aid training, 

a valid driver’s licence with a good 
driving record, and being physically 
able to perform the duties. 

“Tt is truly an honour and a privilege 
to command such a dedicated group of 
individuals who by devotion to service 
make Ontario a better and safer place to live. Being an auxiliary 
member is a total family commitment to volunteerism in the 
OPP,” says Auxiliary Chief Superintendent Harkins. 


BEACONS 


Beacon 


Breakthrough 


Change to 406 MHz frequency 
not an easy transition 


S OF Fepruary 1, 2009, 
EMERGENCY BEACONS WILL NO 
LONGER BE MONITORED ON THE 


121.5 MHz FREQUENCY. 

_ The Council of COSPAS-SARSAT, the 
international organization that coordinates 
the satellite detection of distress signals, 
announced in October 2000 that it would 
phase out the use of the lower frequency. 
After February 1, 2009, only signals trans- 
mitted by emergency locator transmitters 
(ELTs), emergency position indicating 
radio beacons (EPIRBs) and personal 
locator beacons (PLBs) operating at 
the 406 MHz frequency will be tracked 
by satellite. 

The decision was made based on rec- 
ommendations from the International 
Maritime Organization and the 
International Civil Aviation Organization. 
These two United Nations agencies are 
responsible for regulating the safety of 
ships at sea and aircraft in international 
transits and for international standards 
and plans for maritime and aeronautical 
search and rescue. 

Transport Canada and EMS 
Technologies, with financial support from 
the New Search and Rescue Initiatives 
Fund, have invested $690,700 in a three- 
phase project to develop a low-cost 406 
MHz EIT. The EIT is currently being tested 
to COSPAS-SARSAT specifications in an 
approved laboratory, and the goal is to 
make it available at about the same price 
as the current 121.5 MHz beacons. 


While there is an increase in price, 
there is also an increase in accuracy. The 
406 MHz beacons provide more accurate 
and reliable alert data to SAR agencies. 

The 121.5 MHz beacon has an accu- 
racy of approximately 10 nm, whereas the 
new beacon has an accuracy of 2 to 4 nm 
because of its very high signal stability. 

This means that searchers will be able 
to pinpoint a distress signal with better 
accuracy because the beacon’s signal is 
stronger and more stable, compared to 
the 121.5 MHz signal. 

Not only are the 406 MHz beacons 
more accurate, but they have a feature 
that allows the receiving agency to look 
up the beacon registration and find 
out who owns it. Each beacon’s signal 
includes a digital identification number so 
technicians will be able to know who is in 
distress, and other relevant data, such as, 
position data, the type of user — whether 
it be a maritime, radio, serial, aviation 
or national user — radio call sign and 
emergency code. This allows technicians 
to take available details and search a 
database for more information before 
launching a search, if necessary. 

According to Captain Brian Hoogkamp 
of the Canadian Mission Control Centre, 
since 1982, approximately 88 per cent of 
121.5 MHz emergency beacon alerts have 
been false. Use of the new 406 MHz bea- 
cons will also help reduce the number of 
false alerts received by rescue coordina- 
tion centres, as well as the number of 


After the COSPAS-SARSAT system was developed, 
the first 15 months were to determine the system's 
effectiveness. Only nine days after testing began, on 
September 9, 1982, the system picked up the signal 
of a downed aircraft. 


unnecessary search and rescue actions. 
With the new technology, the number of 
times the beacon would go off for non- 
emergency reasons should be diminished. 

Though data is not yet compiled for 
2002, Capt. Hoogkamp says 406 MHz 
statistics indicate “a possible better 
knowledge of 406 handling procedures 
and fewer interferers being broadcast on 
the frequency over a period of time.” 

According to the COSPAS-SARSAT 
Council, there are currently more than 
220,000 of the new 406 MHz beacons — 
operating world-wide. 

Since 1982, more than 11,000 seas 
have been rescued world-wide-through———————\_ 
the COSPAS-SARSAT System. bsa=0c nSste oe 
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Gell phones: 
the risks 
and benefits 
for SAR 


he latest advertisements for cell 
Toes promote photography 
and e-mail. 

What they leave out is the potential for 
your cell phone to help save your life. Cell 
phones are great to call a tow truck for 
breakdowns or even to call and say you’re 
late for a meeting. But what if you're lost 
or trapped in the wilderness? 

A Manitoba woman was recently 
stranded in the country after being lost 
on the way to visit friends. Michelle 
Koshelanyk survived 16 hours in rural 
Manitoba thanks to her full tank of gas, 
cell phone and its charger. 

More than 50 volunteers and police 
officers began searching for Koshelanyk 
after she used her cell phone to call for 
help before its battery died. But she was 
unable to give an accurate idea of her 
location, and so the search began. 

Koshelanyk kept warm by running her 
engine, and after charging her cell phone, 
made another call to the RCMP. 

Unsure of where she was and sur- 
rounded by no visible landmarks or roads 
in sight, Koshelanyk tried to describe the 
turns she had taken to arrive at her loca- 
tion. Because she was so disoriented, her 
directions led to a search that covered 
several hundred square kilometres. 

After searching for hours, the RCMP 
contacted the Rogers-AT&T head office to 
begin tracing the calls Koshelanyk placed 
to police. Once her calls were traced, 
searchers were able to narrow the search 
radius to 10 km. 

After 16 hours of being stranded in the 
barren wilderness, Koshelanyk was spot- 
ted by an RCMP plane. She had been told 
to flash her car lights to help searchers 
find her faster. She was also told to build 


Cell phone ban 
The use of hand-held cell phones while driving was banned in 
Newfoundland and Labrador in December 2002. The penalty ranges from 
£45 to $180 plus the loss of four demerit points. 
On the other hand, nurses in rural and remote areas of Manitoba will be 
given cell phones to replace pagers, as a result of recommendations from a 
nursing task force in 2000. 


a small fire beside her car so she would 
be spotted more readily from the air. 

Koshelanyk is grateful to all the citi- 
zens and police officers who searched for 
her, and says she was lucky to have had 
her cell phone. 

“My family and I want to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to all of those people 
who helped rescue me. They saved my life.” 


The pitfalls 

On the other hand, having a cell phone 
does not guarantee you will be rescued. 
Batteries run out, reception isn’t good, 
and in low-lying areas or rugged terrain, 
the phone cannot pick up a signal. 

A cell phone is not a replacement for a 
Personal Locator Beacon (PLB). Using a 
cell phone to call for help is more com- 
plicated than setting off a PLB to send a 
distress signal. A person who is injured 
may not be able to use a cell phone, wast- 
ing precious minutes when a search team 
could already be alerted to a person 
in distress. 


A beacon can direct searchers to 
where their help is needed, when a cell 
phone user can’t describe the location. If 
a person is disoriented and not sure of 
where he or she is, searchers can be mis- 
directed. Tracking a cell phone call to 
identify the location can take some time. 
With a beacon, the signal emitted helps 
pinpoint a more exact location quickly. 

The National Search and Rescue 
Secretariat will be looking at the policy 
and operational issues associated with 
the of cell phones for search and rescue. 
For example, the routing of emergency 
calls directly to SAR responders instead 
of fire, police or ambulance; an incapa- 
bility for some SAR responders to talk 
directly to cell phone users; procedures 
for accessing the geographical location 
of a cell phone signal; and, the current 
approach to education and public infor- 
mation regarding the limitations of cell 
phones as emergency communications 
devices. 


ARGO conquest vehicle - PEI 

Emergency agencies in Prince County, Prince Edward Island 
are now ready for off-road rescues with their new 8X8 ARGO 
conquest tracked vehicle. 

Stationed at the police department in Borden-Carleton, the 
vehicle was funded by Federal and provincial partners, as well 
as Master Packaging Ltd. 

The ARGO is equipped with a rescue sled and a complete 
vehicle radio system, which allows the crew to talk to other 
emergency agencies across the province. 

Ground search and rescue teams, fire departments and 
members of the Canadian Ski Patrol have been trained to 
operate the vehicle. 


Halifax region launches mobile command vehicle 

This past January, the Halifax Regional Search and Rescue team launched a mobile command centre to manage ground search and 
rescue incidents. 

Costing $350,000, this command centre is a fully self-contained incident command centre, with 225 square feet of space for planning 
in all weather, with integrated multi-level communications capability. 

Response times will be improved because equipment is already stored in the vehicle and searchers will have quicker access to a 
variety of rescue and site management tools and supplies. As well, set-up time on location will be reduced because of improvements to 
radio tower set-up and improvements in basic readiness of the new command centre. All in all, the teams will be able to get into the 
woods faster. 


Tony Rodgers, spokesperson for the volunteer search and rescue team, as well as past Director for the group based in Lakeview, N.S., 
says “all of the accolades for the development and planning for this mobile command vehicle go to our team members.” Hl 


The Office aye 
oh Doppler weather advances 


of the Fire ’ 
Marchal in The Georgian Bay and Parry Sound regions of Ontario now have more 
‘ gets | accurate weather data. On November 13, 2002, Environment Canada 
bid foes aster meee announced the opening of the Georgian Bay Doppler weather radar and 
ee Yi paante the new automatic weather station located in Parry Sound. 
Territories i a The Honourable Andy Mitchell, MP for Parry Sound-Muskoka said “ 13 
awarded this advanced weather radar will provide meteorologists with valuable 


“| Survived!” certificates to students who 
completed the Youth SAR Camp last June. 
The camp, which included lessons in water 
safety, hypothermia and shelters, was part 
of an on-going SAR prevention program, 
the Risk Watch Program, funded by the 


Government of the Northwest Territories. 
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data to predict severe weather more quickly and precisely.” 

This is the fifth Doppler radar located in Ontario, part of a country- 
wide network of radars being installed by Environment Canada. 
(See story on page 1) & 
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Recruiting begins for 
new Ontario volunteer 
program 

Six municipalities across Ontario will 
be pilot sites for the Ontario Ministry 
of Public Safety and Security’s new 
Community Emergency Response 
Volunteers (CERV) Ontario program. 

The six municipalities are: Brampton, 
Carleton Place, Hamilton, Oliver 
Paipoonge, Prescott and Timmins. 

CERV Ontario is trying to gather a 
broader base of experience, knowledge 
and skills by recruiting retired emergency 
responders, such as former police offi- 
cers, firefighters and paramedics for 
leadership roles and liaison roles with 
current emergency responders. 

The volunteers will be trained in a 
variety of general emergency and disaster 
management skills, including: basic med- 
ical and lifesaving skills; the psychology of 
disaster; decision-making and teamwork; 
self-help emergency functions; and light 
search and rescue operations. 

Modelled after the successful 
Community Emergency Response Teams 
program in the United States, CERV 
Ontario hopes to continually improve 
emergency management practices in 
the province. 

The program will be available by spring 
2003. Anyone interested in joining an exist- 
ing team or starting a team, should contact 
his or her local municipality. 1 


5% Annual Canadian 
Safe Boating Awards 

The Newfoundland and Labrador 
Search and Rescue Association (NLSARA) 
was awarded “Top volunteer dedicated 
to safe boating” for 2002. 

Nominated by the Canadian Coast 
Guard (CCG) for outstanding achievement 
in promoting safe boating across 
Newfoundland and Labrador, NLSARA 
has participated in over 200 events since 
March 2002. NLSARA consists of 27 teams 
with more than 900 volunteers across 
the province who have completed over 
10,000 hours in searches. 

Brian Avery, Newfoundland 
Superintendent for the Office of Boating 
Safety, CCG, says “the volunteers have 
been very active in promoting safe 
boating in many communities across 
Newfoundland and Labrador.” 1 


Dementia Walk-A-Way 
kit now available in 
French 

The Dementia Walk-A-Way information 
kit, a New SAR Initiatives Fund project 
developed in Nova Scotia, has now been 
translated into French and adapted for 
use in Québec and other jurisdictions 
where French is spoken. 

To obtain a copy, contact Charlie 
Strickland at searchr@pchg.net. Hf 


Canadian Tire boosts 
boating safety 

By 2009, all operators of pleasure 
craft fitted with a motor will be required 
by law to carry proof of competency 
under the Competency of Operators of 
Pleasure Craft Regulations. The program 
received a boost this spring when 
Canadian 


Tire and Pleasur, 
Ted Rankin gpa sade Oper ator 


host and ie = rf i 


producer of 
Powerboat 
Television, 
began 
marketing 
a study cou 


accredited by ULC VallaUlall UUAdL UUALU. 
The book and CD-ROM are being sold in 
Canadian Tire stores across the country 
where about 800 proctors from the 
Canadian Red Cross provide in-store 
testing for boat owners. Mr. Rankine, 
former President of the Canadian Safe 
Boating Council, began his career in 
boating safety with support from the 

New Search and Rescue Initiatives Fund in 
1989, broadcasting boating safety infor- 
mation in his recreational boating show, 
Powerboat Television, seen weekly across 
Canada and in the United States. The 
show carries boating safety messages 

in each episode. Ml 


Inshore Rescue Boat 30° Anniversary Reunion - Pacific Region 


pre and former students, crewpersons, coordinators 
and support staff of the Inshore Rescue Boat (IRB)/ 

Responsible Recreational Boating (RRB) program are celebrat- 
ing the 30" anniversary of the program at a reunion in Victoria 


on May 10, 2003. 


The IRB Program was implemented to augment Coast Guard 
personnel and resources during the summer when there is an 
increase in search and rescue activity. It provides students with 
summer employment and an opportunity for a marine career. 

For information on the reunion or if you know anyone who 
has been involved with the IRB/RRB Program, contact Carol 
Fitzsimmons at fitzsimmonsc@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca or telephone 


(250) 363-5360. 
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Upcoming Events 


Alberta’s SAR Day 

Alberta’s third annual SAR Day, May 
4th, 2003, is an opportunity to promote 
timely prevention messages and to raise 
awareness of the services delivered to the 
public on the behalf of the many paid and 
volunteer SAR providers in the province. 
www.saralberta.org. 


Emergency Preparedness Week 
Emergency Preparedness Week, 
May 4 to 10, 2003, is an annual event 
designed to build awareness of public 
risks and how to plan and prepare for any 
type of emergency. During the week, a 
variety of events and activities are organ- 
ized in the communities of every province 
and territory of Canada. www.emergen- 
cypreparednessweek.ca/ 


National Police Week 

Held during the second full week of 
May, this year’s National Police week is 
May 11-17, 2003. It celebrates the work 
of police officers across Canada. 
www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/html/police- 
weekint.htm 


2003 Washington State SAR 
Conference 

This annual event offers many training 
opportunities for all individuals in Search 
and Rescue in order for them to grow in 
their areas of expertise at little cost. 

The conference will be May 16-18, 
2003, at Camp Seven Mile in Spokane, 
Washington. www.spokanesar.org/ 
sarconference. html 


National Safe Boating Week 

National Safe Boating Week, a joint 
Canada-U.S. event, will be held from May 
17-23, 2003. Working together are the 
Canadian Safe Boating Council, the 
National Safe Boating Council, the 
Canadian Coast Guard, the United States 
Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety, and 
the National Association of Boating Law 
Administrators, www.safeboatingcam- 
paign.com/ 


SAR 2003 

The 31st National Association for 
Search and Rescue conference, SAR 2003, 
will be held May 28-31, 2003 at John 
Ascuaga’s Nugget Hotel, Reno, Nevada. 
www.nasar.org 


Canadian Forces Day 

On June 1, 2003, Canadian Forces 
members will be honoured for their 
contributions to Canada and abroad. 
www.forces.ca 


Parks Day 

Established in 1989, Parks Day focuses 
attention on the issue of natural heritage 
conservation in Canada and on the 
importance of national, provincial and 
territorial parks. This year, Parks Day is 
July 19, 2003. www.parksday.ca 


CSBC Symposium 

The Canadian Safe Boating Council's 
(CSBC) annual symposium will take place 
Sept. 25-28, 2003, in Montréal, QC. 
www.resolutionhost.com/CSBC/Home.htm 


ISAR 2003 

The International Search and Rescue 
Competition is an annual event between 
Coast Guard Auxiliary teams from Canada 
and the United States to test the volun- 
teers’ ability to plan, communicate and 
execute a search and rescue mission. The 
next competition will take place in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, September 26-27, 
2003. www.ccga-gcac.com/isar2003/ 
index_e.asp 


SARSCENE 2003 

SARSCENE 2003 will take place from 
October 15-18, in Kingston, Ontario. The 
conference is organized by the National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat, and this 
year’s local host is the Ontario Provincial 
Police. Don’t miss the games, workshops, 
trade show and SAR demonstrations. For 
more information, visit www.nss.gc.ca or 
call 1-800-727-9414. 


Severe Winter Weather 
Awareness Week 

The third annual Environment Canada 
Severe Winter Weather Awareness Week 
kicks off in early December 2003. The 
purpose is to raise awareness of the 
importance of being prepared for winter 
weather, not only by dressing properly, 
but also by having emergency kits in 
cars and homes. 

Visit Environment Canada’s website for 
more information at www.ec.gc.ca 


To have your event listed in 
SARSCENE magazine or on the National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat web site, 
please call 1-800-727-9414 or e-mail 
tbouchard@nss.gc.ca 
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Safety precautions 
minimize cave rescue incidents 


aves take thousands of years to develop, but it takes 
only minutes to become disabled or lost in one. They 
are one of the most beautiful natural formations in 
the world, but they also contain significant hazards and 
can become a dank, dark confusing mass of passages 
and dead ends. 

Being unprepared for a caving adventure can lead to prob- 
lems, and even the most experienced cavers have difficulties. 
Hypothermia is a major problem ill-equipped cavers experience, 
as the temperature in many caves hovers around 1C. 

Proper clothing, equipment and supplies can prevent 
misfortune. A caver’s equipment should include a suitable 
helmet with chinstrap, 3 reliable light sources, adequate clothing 
and boots, a first aid kit, whistle, penknife, batteries, self-rescue 

equipment and extra clothing. 

For safety, caving groups should be 
no fewer than three people, and for the 
conservation of the cave and for good 
communications, no larger than 
eight, says Phil Whitfield, Provincial 
Coordinator of B.C. Cave Rescue. The 
best way to experience caving is with one 
of the country’s established caving organ- 
izations, most of which are accessible 
through the website www.cancaver.ca 


The British Columbia 
Response 

British Columbia has established a 
rescue coordination group, called the 
British Columbia Cave Rescue (BCCR) 
organization. It is recognized by the 
Provincial Emergency Program (PEP) as 
the lead agency for cave rescue in B.C. 

Formed in 1984, B.C. Cave Rescue 
is a volunteer operation supported 
by various memorial funds, training 
seminar and registration fees, as well as 
private donations. But B.C. Cave Rescue volunteers don’t work 
alone. The group operates under a 1992 memorandum of under- 
standing with PEP, the RCMP and the B.C. Ambulance Service. 

“The most common accidents in caves are not usually caused 
by cave-ins themselves, but by a caver falling, being hit by a falling 
object (usually single rocks) or problems with equipment,” says 
Mr. Whitfield. 

Cave-ins, or large volumes of rockfall, do occur, but very 
rarely. When they do happen, they seldom cut off retreat from a 
cave completely. 


BCCR is capable of responding to cave emergencies any- 
where in Western Canada and the Northwestern United 
States. The primary cave rescue equipment cache is 
located at Campbell River (North of Comox), with sec- 
ondary caches at Kamloops and Prince George. 


Mr. Whitfield says rescues 
are usually the result of “twist- 
ing, dislocating or impacting 
body parts in the irregular 
passageways, or from rocks 
dislodged by another party 
member.” 

BCCR is capable of 
responding to caving emergen- 
cies anywhere in Western Canada and the Northwestern United 
States and trains cavers and SAR members for two types of 
rescue situations. 

The first situation is self-rescue, where the caving party rescues 
an injured member of their own group. 

“This capacity is important because 
it may take considerable time to sum- 
mon help and for suitably prepared 
outside help to arrive at the accident 
scene,” says Mr. Whitfield. 

The second situation is a formal SAR 
response, or the “cavalry” riding to the 
rescue, as BCCR likes to call it. 

The SAR response is initiated when 
the accident has been serious enough 
that only outside assistance will be 
sufficient in getting the injured 
person out. 

Mr. Whitfield recalls the 1992 
accident in Arctomys Cave, in B.C. that 
involved an extensive use of resources. 

At 522 m deep, the Arctomys Cave is 
Canada’s deepest cave and the 1992 
rescue required 110 individuals, from 
cave rescuers to surface rescuers. 
There were approximately 30 cave 
rescue personnel on-site, as well as 
surface SAR support, the participation 
of the RCMP, Parks Canada, B.C. Parks 
and others. 

Although the majority of their training focuses on extrication, 
BCCR also trains for searches even though they have had a limited 
number of cases involving cave searches. 

The members of BCCR are well trained and have week long 
training seminars in cave rescue organization and techniques 
every July in even-ending years, like 2000, 2002, 2004 and so 
on. As well, they have annual regional small party self-rescue 
weekend workshops. i 


Phil Whitfield, Provincial 
Coordinator of BCCR 
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Tracking for search and rescue: A practical 
manual for novice and advanced handlers 


by Susan Bulanda 

| have just finished the best book on tracking 
for Search and Rescue dogs that | have ever read. 
Tracking for Search and Rescue Dogs: A Practical 
Manual for Novice and Advanced Handlers by 
Boguslaw P. Gorny is a must have for any tracking 
dog enthusiast. 

Mr. Gorny has a unique gift of being able to 
explain complicated methods in a very easy to 
understand and readable format. Tracking for 
Search and Rescue Dogs: A Practical Manual 
for Novice and Advanced Handlers is a small 
hardcover book, 88 pages long. It has just 
been released and is published by Detselig 
Enterprises, Ltd., Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 

The book is divided into 87 topics that range 
from selecting the dog to advanced training. 

Mr. Gorny explains the different theories for 
teaching a dog to track and the pros and cons of each theory. He covers different 
methods of motivation, scent theory, and track laying. He emphasizes the need for 
the tracklayer to have good skills and to understand how to lay a proper track. 

Mr. Gorny walks us through the tracking problems from puppies all the way to 
adult dogs, from novice to advanced. How to use the tracking leash to guide the 
dog as well as communicate to the dog is thoroughly explained. He gives us tips 
about how to make the scent available to the dog. He also tells us how to teach 
the dog to determine the correct scent article when given a choice among two 
wrong articles and one correct article. 

What | found most intriguing was a method he developed which uses a string 
to show a dog how to track over hard surfaces. One thing that | thought was 
excellent was the fact that Mr. Gorny includes a section about how to take a 
dog off of a track to rest and then restart the dog. The book concludes with 
a progress chart, bibliography and a note from the author. 

Overall, this is a very well written and researched book. What makes it extra 
special is that Mr. Gorny is an experienced dog trainer and SAR dog trainer and 
handler. He is a biologist at The Canadian Centre for Behavioural Neuroscience at 
the University of Lethbridge in Alberta. He also formed and runs the Dog Training 
Centre in Lethbridge and founded the Lethbridge Area Search and Rescue Dog 
Association. As if that is not enough, he is a certified handler for the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) Civilian Search Dog Association of Alberta and 
the Search and Rescue Dog Group STORAT in Poland. 


Boguslaw Gorny will be 

at SARSCENE 2003 to 
make a presentation and 
to sign copies of his book. 


Susan Bulanda is an Incident Commander and the Head K-9 Trainer for Phoenixville 
Fire Department K-9 Search and Rescue Unit. She is the author of two books, 
READY! The Training of the Search and Rescue Dog and Ready to Serve, Ready 
to Save: Strategies of Real Life Search and Rescue Missions, both published by 
DORAL Publishing. 


with Calgary's Mountain Bike Search Team “~~ 


by the Calgary Search and Rescue Association Mountain Bike Search Team 


he idea of using mountain bikes 

in searches is not new. In fact, 

the Calgary Search and Rescue 
Association (CALSARA) had been talking 
about putting together a bike team to assist 
in ground search efforts almost since its 
inception 10 years ago. However it wasn’t 
until the fall of 2000 that a Mountain 
Bike Development Team was formed 
to research and test the viability of search- 
ing on bikes. These enthusiastic mountain 
bikers spent countless hours meeting, 
researching, riding and learning how to 
search while riding. With more than a 
dozen members currently on the team, 
and approaching three years of work, 
we continue to find ways to refine our 
search techniques. 

Our initial research indicated that very 
few search and rescue organizations were 
using bikes in searches. For those who 
had occasionally used bikes in the past, it 
tended to be as a result of the tasking 
agency requesting a volunteer SAR group 
to bring their bikes on a particular 
search. We believed we could best assist 
our tasking agencies by having a dedi- 
cated group of committed riders trained 
and equipped to be deployed in various 
situations and at a moment’s notice. 

Our research and discussions then 
focused on the following questions: how 
useful would such a team be to our task- 
ing agencies? What kind of searches could 
we perform? Where would these searches 
likely occur? What equipment would be 
necessary? What specific things would we 


train for and how often? What rules, regu- 
lations, policies and procedures need to 
be in place? How do we ensure that our 
tasking agencies know that CALSARA has 
this resource that can assist them? 


Scope of the challenge 


Calgary is a city of almost one million 
people with an elaborate network of city 
pathways and parks, in addition to a huge 
expanse of backcountry recreational areas 
such as Kananaskis Country and several 
national parks. Our tasking agencies were 
pleased to see our interest in developing a 
bike team and felt this would be a great 
resource to enhance ground SAR efforts. 
With an active outdoor population enjoy- 
ing city parks and pathways as well as 
numerous hikers, bikers, campers, eques- 
trians, ATVers and others enjoying our 
wonderful ‘outdoor playgrounds’, the like- 
lihood that a person may be lost or go 
missing is indeed realistic. Having a group 
of trained bike searchers ready to search 
for these missing persons would result in 
a more rapid recovery. 


Bike expertise 


After much debate and discussion, the 
development team proposed that CALSARA 
purchase the bikes and related equipment 
to be used on searches. We had concerns 
about people arriving at a search with 
their own bikes in not ideal riding condi- 
tion, putting them and their teammates at 
risk. With the association owning the 


FEATURE 


STORY 


Formed in the fall of 2000, 
Calgary Search and Rescue 
Assaciation’s mountain bike 
search team has over a 
dozen members. 


search bikes, we could ensure proper 
and regular maintenance of all equipment 
and remove or replace defective 
parts/bikes. 

In order to have the maximum num- 
ber of bikes in the field at all times, 

10 Bike Team members completed a 
two-day bike mechanics course at the 
University of Calgary. This has provided 
us with the knowledge to make necessary 
repairs in the field or at command post. 
Only major repairs require a visit to our 
bike shop. 

Our eight Kona Muni Mula bikes are 
equipped with two panniers to carry 
enough supplies for 24 hours. Lights, 
spare batteries, pump, tool kits, locks 
and other equipment are included with 
each bike. An enclosed trailer provides 
a safe storage area and means of trans- 
portation for all bikes and repair 
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Primary tasks 


from the CALSARA guidelines 
hasty searches 
continuous and multi-directional 
trail sweeps 
monitor and patrol of confine- 
ment and attraction areas 
rapid deployment to distant 
areas of high probability 
reconnaissance 
quick response to assist In 
medical situations in the field 
other tasks requested by 
the Search Manager 


SARSCENE 
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SARSCENE 


by Gerry Delorme 

Because of the complexity of Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS), specialists were often needed to program ground search 
and rescue (GSAR) missions. Now, a collaborative effort between 
the Manitoba Office of The Fire Commissioner, RCMP and a GIS 
specialist have created an application to help plan and execute 
GSAR missions. The application, developed by one of the search 
and rescue volunteers who works in the field of water conservation, 
uses ESRI’s ArcView, an industry standard GIS program that adds 
tools through a custom dialog. 

Where this tool differs from others is that it is completely 
designed for the GSAR community. Commands and functions have 
been changed from technical GIS language to language that is 
familiar to search managers and the GSAR community. The tool 
allows a user to create search routes, define a search radius, 
automatically load digital aerial and National Topographic System 
maps, create and track ground clues, upload and download infor- 
mation to GPS systems, as well as create maps. The tool also allows 
users to pre-plan GPS missions that help to anticipate periods of 
high satellite error. Users with no GIS experience can quickly 


Coordinating the search is easier with 
this new GIS program developed by 
a search and rescue volunteer. 


f m " 
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become proficient in 
GSAR Tools with as little 
as two days of training. 

The application gives 
search managers more 
information for making 
decisions and helps speed the deployment of searchers to the 
field. Using data such as satellite land cover and an aerial 
photograph, users can plan missions using detailed information 
about expected conditions. 

“It used to take up to a couple of hours to get a good map into 
the hands of our searchers”, said Scott Kerbis, GSAR Coordinator 
with Manitoba’s Office of the Fire Commissioner. “Now I can have 
mission-specific maps and a search planned before I step out on to 
the scene.” 

For more information contact Scott Kerbis at 1-204-726-6855 
or skerbis@gov.mb.ca 


Gerry Delorme is a Firefighter with Gladstone Fire and Rescue 
and is very involved with the Manitoba Office of the Fire 
Commissioner GSAR program. 
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equipment when not in use and acts as 
repair center when needed. A four-wheel 
drive, eight-passenger suburban truck 
allows us to haul all needed equipment 
and personnel to each search or training 
exercise. 

All Bike Team members wear an identi- 
fiable bike uniform and approved helmet 
consistent with the yellow and black 
colours of CALSARA’s uniforms. In addi- 
tion, all riders must wear eye protection, 
riding gloves and appropriate footwear for 
riding, pushing and foot searching. 
Individual search criteria will dictate 
parameters such as speed of searching, 
spacing, duration and distance to cover 
and number of riders per team. We always 
work with a minimum of two riders, one 
being designated as Team Leader. This is 
not only for safety reasons but also to 
allow riders to search opposite sides of 
the trail. 

The Bike Team trains twice monthly: 
one weekday evening and one Saturday in 
addition to all regular CALSARA training, 
committee work and searches. Training 
often consists of familiarization with high 


probability search areas, specific scenario 
training relative to speed, spacing, proba- 
bility of detection, mock search exercises, 
table-top planning and map reading, rid- 
ing skills, fitness and teamwork. All 
members contribute significantly to the 
team by riding several times per month 
on their own. Training with our team is 
year round. 


Advantages of 
the Bike Team 


We have found the Bike Team to be a 
valuable addition to our organization. We 
have not only assisted in searches in the 
backcountry, but also in several city 
searches for children or other missing 
persons. The increased speed at which 
bike searchers can perform hasty trail 
sweeps, reconnaissance and other func- 
tions assists the Search Managers with 
their plans to use foot searchers. Re- 
deployment to another search area is 
quick and all riders are prepared to lock 
their bikes and search on foot when nec- 
essary. Bikes can travel in sensitive areas 


where ATVs may be prohibited and can be 
utilized to ferry equipment to distant 
teams in need. The CALSARA Bike Team 
has worked in partnership with local con- 
servation authorities and parks staff to 
identify hazards in the community. We 
have also provided patrol and First Aid 
assistance in the MS Walk and for the 

MS Bike Tour. 

As time passes and more people 
become familiar with the use of bike 
teams in volunteer search and rescue 
groups, more bike teams will be created. 
We sincerely hope these teams will share 
their ideas with all search and rescue 
groups to facilitate the expansion of bike 
teams overall. We would like to extend 
our thanks to our supporters in the 
Calgary area. Without their help this 
Mountain Bike Team would never have 
become a reality. 

Visit the website at www.calsara.com 
or contact the Team Leader at 
biketeamleader@calsara.com. Good 
searching and remember to ‘keep 
the rubber side down.’ 


GROUND SAR 


because they bring the skills of a hunter, 

the knowledge of a hunter and can think 
a 

knowledge of the area can mean the 

difference between a relatively quick 

search and a long one. 

law to wear an orange vest and hat to be 

visible from all sides, and carry water- 


Many of the search and rescue teams 
in Nova Scotia, he says, are made up of 
hunters, former hunters, or spouses of 
like a hunter while acting as a searcher. 
One thing hunter-searchers don’t bring 

Rodgers notes that the quality of 

el i rescu e hunter education is one of the attributes 
that accounts for successful searchers. 

Hunters are usually well prepared for 
proof matches, a knife or axe and 
compass that you know how to use. As 


hunters. This is important during a search 

to a team is a fear of the woods. Their 

problems because they are required by 
and Hunters Association, and a NASAR-trained search manager. well, most hunters carry rifles and can 


n Nova Scotia, one in 10 people is involved in some sort of hunting activity, 
according to Tony Rodgers, Executive Director of the Nova Scotia Anglers 


fire three successive bullets to signal 
distress — this helps searchers to search 
by sight and sound. Even if a hunter 
cannot move or signal to searchers, the 
bright coloured clothing makes it easier 
for searchers, ground and air alike, to 
find someone in the woods. But not all 
scenarios are this good. 


Lost hunter behaviour 
Accidents can happen easily where 
help is not readily available. Hunters are 
at a great risk for getting lost during the 

‘thrill of the chase’ when tracking a 
specific animal. As well, a hunter may SARSCENE 
go deeper into the woods and very far 
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A hunter’s 
knowledge of the 
woods is an asset 
in a search. But 


ironically, a lost 
hunter poses a 
greater challenge 
for rescue teams 


M 
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off the trail. The pursuit can take a hunter across many different paths into 
unknown terrain. 

Some hunters might not admit they are lost and continue walking around 
trying to find the way back to camp. It has been found that hunters travel fur- 
ther from their last known location. According to Ken Hill, expert in lost 
person behaviour, “interviews with hunters reveal that they frequently make 
an important distinction between being lost or merely ‘turned around.’ ” 

The largest demographic of hunters, younger males, is thought to be better 

equipped, mentally and physically, to handle themselves in the wilderness. 
But according to Hill’s study on lost person behaviour, hunters over the age 
of 65 aren’t any less able to navigate. In fact, it was found that both younger 
and older hunters had almost equal chances at finding their way once lost in 
the woods. 

Age is not the only factor in getting lost. Rodgers explains that “it comes 
back to knowledge and skills, and preparedness. Since hunters often don’t 
consider the possibility of becoming lost, they are the least likely to plan for it. 
In fact, many don’t adequately prepare for the environment they are entering 
and end up lost as a result.” Inadequate equipment and supplies as well as 
inadequate knowledge of the area are the cause of many searches. 

The limited data that is available indicates that most lost hunters need 
search teams to rescue them and only a few make their own way out. According 
to Rodgers, the key to avoid getting lost (and minimizing search missions) is 
to leave behind a copy of the itinerary, and stick to it. With the vastness of the 
outdoors, it could take a long time for searchers to find the hunter’s truck, 
let alone the hunter. 

With the improved hunter education program in Nova Scotia, Mr. Rodgers 
says there hasn’t been a search incident for a lost hunter in approximately 
seven or eight years. 


CANADIAN COAST GUARD AUXILIARY CELEBRATES 


20 YEARS =. 
OF MARINE SAFETY AND 2% 
SEARCH AND RESCUE <2 


This year the Auxiliary celebrates 25 years of exemplary 
service and dedication. Almost 5000 members and 1500 vessels 
provide humanitarian service around the clock, preventing loss of 
life and injury. 

A Silver Jubilee celebration at Fort Henry in Kingston, Ontario 
on August 9 — exactly 25 years to the day since the creation of the 
Canadian Marine Rescue Auxiliary — marked the anniversary. 


All Alberta search and rescue teams are 
expected to receive the CER course training 
which gives them the proper training to assist 
in peacetime disasters. 


by Paul Olmstead 


he Civil Emergency Response 

(CER) course was developed 

to prepare all trained Alberta 
volunteer search and rescue teams 
to assist authorities in the event 
of a peacetime disaster — either 


man-made or natural. 

CER is a basic knowledge and 
skills course involving many areas of 
disaster response, and is designed 
to give trained volunteers awareness 
and information that could be used 
in any disaster or emergency event. 
The course will have an impact on 
the emergency services field in 
several ways. 

Firstly, authorities will have a 
much larger resource base to draw 
from, depending upon the circum- 
stance. Secondly, search and rescue 
teams will have a larger tasking and, 
of course, more opportunity to train 
in roles not traditionally associated 
with search and rescue, as well as 
the possibility of being called out 
more frequently. 


ie 


ids role of search 


ing 


and rescue volunteers 


The potential for use will hopefully prevent teams from 
losing their training skills while waiting for a call-out. We have 
to remember that SAR volunteers are high-energy people, 
with a desire and time to assist in this special area. The 
importance of keeping a team active and motivated was one 
of the main reasons for creating CER training, recognizing 
that we have a valuable resource with a potential to assist. 

SAR teams also come to authorities as a “package deal.” 
They are professional, organized and have basic skills in first 
aid and communications. 


CER topics 

In the CER Course additional topics taught include: 
e Personal, home and road safety kits 

e Dangerous goods 

e Evacuation 

e First aid considerations and triage centers 

e Natural disasters such as floods and tornadoes 
e Disaster tools 

e Road blocks / traffic control 

e Search patterns 

e Utility shutoffs. 

This is then broken down into categories such as 
handling pets and livestock, as well as electrical and gas 
shut off jobs. Students are given a refresher course in 
basic knot tying and in some casualty evacuation tech- 
niques using baskets, chairs and multiple rescuers. 

Alberta instructors are SAR team members who cur- 
rently teach basic SAR courses and have several years of 
SAR experience. There is an application process in place 
for this; Alberta currently has 14 instructors and will add 
10 more this year. 

To date the course has been taught in several Alberta 
communities and always with the assistance of the local 
fire and EMS services. All Alberta teams are expected 
to receive this training. 

The feedback so far has been 100 per cent in favour 
of this type of cross-training and assistance. 

Volunteers are not there to replace any of the trained 
emergency services workers. CER Teams will be used on 
a call out basis to assist and provide support that may 


otherwise tie up a professional worker in a non-technical 
function such as traffic control. CER team duties may 
include the procurement of blocking, maintaining perimeters 
or the filling of water-filled backpacks at grass fires. 

SAR volunteers often respond to large-scale events 
and are eventually asked to assist. In 2000 at the Pine 
Lake Tornado, volunteers were tasked with locating 
propane tanks and shutting them off. This relatively simple 
task required knowledge of basic safety issues regarding 
propane. That is a prime example of CER. 

The roles for 
trained search and 
rescue volunteers 
during peacetime 
disasters are too 
many to name in this 
article. Their ability 
to respond to a 
disaster safely and 
knowledgeably can be guaranteed with some additional basic 
training over and above typical search and rescue courses. 

SAR Alberta plans on offering this course to all SAR 
groups in the province. Each volunteer will receive a two day 
course, complete with a manual, an orange vest and a hard 5 
hat of chosen color to identify them at an incident. 

This course and manual will eventually be made available 
to other provinces through ‘train the trainer’ courses and 
the manuals will be available from SAR Alberta. 

For more information, contact Paul Olmstead at 
polmstead@compusmart.ab.ca. 


The CER course 
bridges the gaps 


often found 
between agencies 
in ey community. 


SARSCENE 


Paul Olmstead is a Search Manager with the Edmonton 
Police Service, instructor and course developer with 
SAR Alberta. @ 
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The following 
Six projects are 
supported by 
the New Search 
and Rescue 
Initiatives Fund. 


RCMP’s mapping 
and visualization 
tools 


An RCMP New Search and Rescue 
Initiatives Fund project for 2003 is 
developing visualization and mapping 
tools to make searches more effective. 
The solution is a display program 
for PCs that can bring up geographic 
information systems (GIS, or layers 
of digital maps), aerial photography 
and fly-by imagery. 

Search managers will be able to 
evaluate the terrain and elevation of a 
given search region. Map layers can be 
added and removed, so the manager will 
also be able to see unique patterns of 
information relevant to a search mission. 
Critical sites such as hazards, clues, and 
tasked areas can be identified and marked 
on the map display. 

The display program is coordinated 
with planning and operations procedures; 
so for example, a region drawn by the 
manager is automatically measured 
and residential addresses can be listed 
for printing. The operations sequence 
continues through wrap-up, when a 
complete history of a search can be 
added to the local database and printed 
for lessons learned. 


INITIATIVES FUND 


This project was first developed for 
urban searches, but is being adapted 
to help with rural searches, evidence 
searches, and some criminal and 
emergency evacuation applications. 
The RCMP is trying to keep the program 
cost-free for policing agencies across 
Canada and hopes to have it available 
in 2006. @ 


Transport Canada’s 
low-cost general 
aviation beacon 


With the COSPAS-SARSAT announcement 
of the February 2009 phase-out of satellite 
processing of 121.5 MHz emergency bea- 
cons, Transport Canada is developing a new 
low cost 406 MHz ELT for General Aviation. 
This R&D project is funded from the 
National Search and Rescue Secretariat's 
New SAR Initiatives Fund, and is being man- 
aged by Transport Canada’s Transportation 
Development Centre. 

The general aviation market is fairly 
price-sensitive and it is reluctant to 
change to these newer 406 MHz beacons 
because of the increase in cost. Some of 
the 406 MHz EITs available today can cost 
up to $3000, including installation. 

The initial phase of the project 
included a feasibility study on producing 
a 406 MHz ELT at a price comparable to 
the 121.5 MHz ELT. Included in this study 
was an investigation of design elements 


used in cellular phones and GPS technolo- 

gies to determine if these techniques can 

be incorporated into a low-cost 406 MHz 

ELT design. The outcome of this study has 

been positive, and work is continuing on a 

follow-on phase to develop this new beacon. 
The low-cost 406 MHz ELT has 


received COSPAS-SARSAT certification 
this year and is in the process of getting 
TSO-C126 approval. This approval is a 
mandatory requirement in order to 
install and use ELT in aircrafts. 

For further information you can con- 
tact Howard Posluns (514-283-0034, 
poslunh@tc.gc.ca) at the Transportation 
Development Centre. 


RCMP’s new 

diving training 
and equipment 
increase salety 


The Royal Canadian Mounted Police’s 
(RCMP) underwater diving teams’ training 
has been improved and standardized 
thanks to the 2001 project funded by the 
New Search and Rescue Initiatives Fund. 

The goal was to purchase common 
equipment and train all RCMP underwater 
divers to the same standards to reduce 
death and injury to dive team members. 
With the increased training, the health 
and safety of team members is ensured. 


Because of this new training, the RCMP 
has been able to perform operations it 
hasn’t been trained for or allowed to do 
in the past, for example, diving in contam- 
inated waters. These operations provide 
closure for families and also provide 
critical information to the coroner. @ 


Preparing for 
tsunamis in the 
Pacific region 


The Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans tsunami research project began in 
2001 to develop models of typical tsunami 
currents that will affect the Pacific coast 
within the next few hundred years. 

Natural disasters are always hard to 
predict, but with proper research and 
preparedness, the effects of a natural 
disaster can be lessened. An earthquake 
registering a seven or eight on the Richter 
scale can cause a tsunami with a height of 
five metres or more. 

Such an event is likely to happen in the 
next few hundred years and this research 
is studying ways to mitigate the disastrous 
effects by training search and rescue 
teams to prepare and react to such an 
event. This study will also inform people 
of the risks of tsunamis and develop plans 


and evacuation routes for mariners to 
take and stay safe. 


Canadian 
Beacon Registry 
Enhancement 


Development of the Canadian beacon 
registry database became a reality in early 
2000 when it was approved as a New 
Search and Rescue Initiatives Fund 


project. Completed and online by 

May 2003, the enhancement of the com- 
puterized database helps the Canadian 
Mission Control Centre and Joint Rescue 
Coordination Centres (JRCCs) obtain 
more accurate information to save a life. 

The design ensured data would be 
up-to-date, accurate and easily accessible 
to the JRCCs. With the previous database, 
information downloaded to the JRCCs 
was sometimes corrupt and inaccurate 
because that database was over three 
years old and experiencing technical 
difficulties. With this new database, infor- 
mation is quicker and easier to retrieve 
and it ensures that each JRCC receives the 
most accurate and up-to-date information 
necessary to perform an effective search 
and rescue mission. 

Another benefit of the new beacon 
registry is the time it saves for the beacon 
owner. This new system allows the owner 
to register the beacon or update the 
information him or herself immediately, 
instead of sending the information to the 
NSS and waiting for the three-day turn 
around. This assures the JRCC always has 


access to the most up-to-date information. 


To register, update or change 
your beacon information, go to 
http://beacons.nss.gc.ca. 


Funded by NIF, the Canadian beacon registry 
enhancement saves time for both the beacon 
owner and the rescue coordination centres. 


Tremendously popular in western Canada, 
Bobbie the Safety Boat teaches children 
about water safety education. 


Bobbie the 
Safety Boat 


The Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
Pacific Region’s Bobbie the Safety Boat 
program, is making waves in western 
Canada as a search and rescue prevention 
program aimed at children through water 
safety education. 

Based on an American program, 
Bobbie, the animatronic remote-controlled 
robot on wheels, will be used to teach i 
prevention and water safety at boat shows, SARSCENE 
schools, hospitals and other events 
throughout the Pacific region. 

At Marine Fest in Nanaimo, B.C., 
Bobbie was a big hit and wowed children 
as he squirted water at the crowd and 
chatted with children along the parade 
route. 

So far, the existing phase of Bobbie 
has been funded by the Canadian Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, Pacific Region, and with 
a donation from Buoy-o-Boy. The New 
Search and Rescue Initiatives Fund will 
support the next phase for three years. 


www.nss.gc.ca/site/newSARInitiatives/ 
index_e.asp 


BEACONS 


New orbit for search 


and rescue satellites 


THE NEW 406 MHz BEACONS CAN PINPOINT THE DISTRESS SIGNAL WITHIN 
2 KM, 710 TIMES MORE ACCURATELY THAN OLDER BEACONS. THE LATEST MEOSAR 
SATELLITES WILL PROVIDE TOTAL GLOBAL COVERAGE IN REAL TIME. 


SARSCENE 


by Jim King 


Ever since the COSPAS-SARSAT* 
satellite system for search and rescue 
(SAR) started operating more than 
20 years ago, it has been continually 
enhanced to provide better, quicker 
service for aviators, mariners and land 
users in distress. This satellite system 
informs SAR authorities of the distress 
alert, as well as the location, even 
when the users have no idea where 
they are. The system has already 
helped save more than 15,000 lives 
worldwide. 

Some of the new features added 
to the original system include the 
implementation of new distress 
beacons operating at 406 MHz, 
which are far superior to the original 
121.5 / 243 MHz beacons. There 
are now about 300,000 of these new 
beacons deployed, while 600,000 of 
the old type are still in use. These 
new beacons allow the distress loca- 
tion to be automatically computed by 
the satellite system 10 times more 
accurately (to within 2 km) and the 
beacon user to be identified. On the 
other hand, the old 1960s technology 
beacons gave only an approximate 
location (to within 20 km) and no user 
identification, since the ‘wow, wow, 
wow’ signal was similar for all such 
beacons. In addition, the 406 MHz 
system provides global coverage for 
beacons activated anywhere on Earth, 
as the beacon signals are stored 


onboard the satellite and retrans- 
mitted to each ground station as 
the satellite orbits the Earth. 


LEOSARs 


The original 
COSPAS-SARSAT 
system of the 
1980s comprised 
a constellation of Figure 1: Cospas-Sarsat 
four satellites in  S@éellites in polar, 

low-Earth orbit (LEO) 
polar, low-Earth 
orbit, dubbed the LEQSAR system 
(Figure 1), and provided services for 
121.5, 243 and 406 Mz beacons. 
This system worked well, and is still 
in use today, but has inherent time 
delays, ranging from minutes to hours, 
in detecting and relaying distress sig- 
nals because the low altitude satellites 
(at about 1000 km) view only a portion 
of the Earth at any instant as they cir- 
cle the globe. 

This LEO system could not be made 
much better for 121.5 / 243 MHz 
beacons, due to technical limitations of 
the beacons and those radio channels. 


GEOSARs 


Enchancements were made to the 
406 MHz system in the 1990s, when 
406 MHz repeaters were added to 
new satellites in geostationary-Earth 
orbit at 36,000 km (Figure 2). These 
satellites, known as GEOSARs, 


Did you know? 


e According to a 2002 COSPAS- 
SARSAT Council survey, there are 
approximately 314,000 emergency 
beacons operating at the 406 MHz 
level worldwide, about double the 
number since1997. 

e There are 29 manufacturers of 
406 Mz beacons and they pro- 
duced 46,058 beacons in 2002. 

e In 2002 more Emergency Position 
Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs) 
were produced than Emergency 
Locator Transmitters (ELTs) and 
Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) 
combined. There were 5,686 ELTs 
produced, totaling 12 percent, and 
12,094 PLBs produced, for a total 
of 26 percent. 

e Out of the 314,000 emergency 
beacons operating at the 406 MHz 
level, there are 23,516 ELTs 
operating, 24,663 PLBs, and 
265,821 EPIRBs. 

e The average life-cycle of a 406 MHz 
beacon is 10 years. Based on this 
life-cycle and beacon production 
data from 1992, about 16,600 
beacons were removed from 
service in 2002. 


BEACONS 


ete constantly view plane crashes on the wrong side of a 406 Mz beacons in the world with no 
— a huge, fixed mountain or in a deep valley or when a time delay and determine exactly when 
; area of the maritime beacon is blocked by the ship each beacon was turned on and off. 
Earth, thereby superstructure. This MEQSAR system would provide 
hai e ae ? eliminating the the ultimate distress alerting and 
eostationary-Eart : | : 
Se Mas time delay to MEOSARs locating service for worldwide opera- 
constellations relay 406 MHz To further tions, and will be demonstrated in the 
| | distress signals. improve the next few years. lf such demonstrations 
This rapid relay of the distress signal performance of confirm the viability of this system, it 


and identification of the user was a big the system, would be implemented over the next 


: : Figure 3: Navigation . . 
improvement i e 2 
p , but this system was not plans are NOW satellites in medium-Earth 5 to 10 years. Since satellite reception 


able to automatically compute the loca- being made to "bit (MEO), such as of the old 121.5 MHz beacons is to 
tion of the distress as the LEO system fy 406 MHz Sor he see be phased out starting in 2009, an 
could do. However, there is an option payloads on enhanced 406 MHz satellite system 
available in 406 MHz beacons to ! future navigation satellites, such as would be in place to provide far 
include the location as part of the dis- the United States’ GPS, Russia's Superior service. 

tress signal, which can easily be done Gignags and Europe's new Galileo *COSPAS-SARSAT is the international 
TOMES AT) PIB SUMING Fe system (Figure 3). These satellites, in satellite system launched by Canada, 
is connected to, or built into the dis- medium-Earth orbit at about 20,000 France, the United States and the 
tress beacon. Such beacons are now km, will be known as MEOSARs. These former USSR in 1982 that will 
becoming more common as the addi- Ponetellations could/each have abollt receive the signal of an emergency 


tional cost of including GPS decreases. 
This GEOSAR system still has some 
limitations since the beacon signal 


beacon and relay the beacon position 


20 to 30 satellites that are continually 7 
to rescue authorities. 


moving across the sky, thereby providing 


habe | global coverage, including the poles, Jim King is the Director of Major 
requires a direct line of sight to one of with multiple viewing angles to the Satellite Communications Programs 
the satellites. There are some distress Sate fete igrareatnouid be blocked: at the Communications Research 
situations where this is impossible, This MEOSAR system could auto- Centre Canada, a research laboratory 


such as in polar regions or when a of Industry Canada. @ 


matically detect and locate all active 


ian beacon registry saves lives worldwide 


_ Emergency | Se ae saved over 45, 000 lives When a beacon goes off in Canada — either because = 


~ world: -wide, and with the new: Canadian Beacon sas someone is in distress and set if off themselves, or SARSCENE 
IVE because it was triggered in a crash — a signal is sent 

to one of the satellites orbiting the Earth and then the 

satellite redirects the signal to the Canadian Mission 

Control! Centre in Trenton, Ontario. Once the signal and 

beacon code are received, the rescue personnel decode it 

to find its owner and emergency contact information. With 

the additional emergency contact information, 
~ pescue personnel are able to call the contact 

and see if an emergency situation is taking 

place before beginning a costly search effort. 


- Currently, Peds is ; the ae country i in the world to. 
. he an online peso ae database and it is 


Anyone who owns a Canadian-coded beacon 
can now register it on the online database at 

http://heacons.nss.gc.ca 

(see page 7 for information on the online project.) 


ae pee boh registry ees that will be available — soe ae ae 
EX 3 Sees atellites orbiting the earth receive the distress signal from an 
Vand r EScue oderele: around the world. emergency beacon and then redirect it to the Canadian Mission Control 
: : naan ; Centre in Trenton, Ontario where personnel determine whether 


a rescue mission is necessary. 
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Relive SARSCENE 2002 
Video clips from SARSCENE 2002 
wreath-laying ceremony, opening 
ceremony, games, presentations, 
exhibits, demonstrations and banquet 
are now online at www.nss.gc.ca/site/ 
SARScene/workshop/2002/videos/ 
videomenu_e.asp. Audio tapes from 
the presentations can be ordered from 
contape@cyberus.ca or (613)824-2584. 
A list of presentations is available at 
www.nss.gc.ca - click on SARSCENE. @ 


Safely Home - Alzheimer 
Wandering Registry 
by Linda LeDuc 

Alzheimer Disease is a degenerative 
brain disorder that destroys vital brain 
cells. It most often occurs in people over 
65, but can affect adults at an earlier age. 
One in 13 Canadians over the age of 65 
has Alzheimer Disease or a related 
dementia. People with Alzheimer Disease 
sometimes lose the ability to recognize 
familiar places, to communicate or to 
remember their own name or address. 
They may leave home, become confused 
and get lost. This can be dangerous for 
people with the disease and worrisome 
for caregivers. But there is help. 

Safely Home — Alzheimer Wandering 
Registry is a nationwide program 
designed to help find a person who is 
lost and assist in a safe return home. 
Developed by the Alzheimer Society of 
Canada in partnership with the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, the registry 
on the Canadian Police Information 
Centre stores vital information. 
Registration in the program is voluntary. 
For a one-time fee of $25, the registrant 
will receive an identification bracelet 
and identification cards. 

For more information on the program, 
contact your local Alzheimer Society 
or the Alzheimer Society of Canada at 
1-800-616-8816 or visit their Web site 
at www.alzheimer.ca/english/care/ 
wandering-intro. 

Information on this program will be 
presented at SARSCENE 2003. @ 


Award for leadership 

Major Grant MacDonald, who recently 
returned to the Canadian Forces after a 
two-year secondment to the National 
Search and Rescue 
Secretariat, was 
awarded a DM/CDS 
Renewal award for 
his leadership in the 
development of 
seamless search and 
rescue across 
Canada. The award 
cites his work “as 
Team Leader of the 
National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat’s Strategic Transition 
Initiative Project” and commends him for 
his ability “to reconcile complex jurisdic- 
tional issues and develop the first ever, 
cohesive approach to program policy 
and planning for the six departments 
with Search and Rescue responsibilities. 
This work has resulted in a better 
coordinated, more cost-effective Search 
and Rescue Program, aimed at saving 
the lives of people in distress.” I 


Major Grant 
MacDonald 


Search and rescue 
directory goes live 

Organizations listed in the Directory of 
Canadian Search and Rescue Organizations 
(www.nss.gc.ca/sar_directory/index_e.asp) 
can now add, update or delete informa- 
tion about their organizations. The 
directory allows search and rescue 
organizations to post information about 
themselves, their area of responsibility 
as well as contact names and numbers. 
If you would like to add your organiza- 
tion’s information, contact the Secretariat 
at 1-800-727-9414 to receive a user ID 
and password. Organizations already 
listed will have received theirs in 
the mail. Hf 


Safe Canada site covers 
wide range of emergencies 
by Patrick Kennedy 

The federal government's public safety 
portal is a government website developed 


by Canadians, for Canadians, and offers 
a wide variety of safety information, 
including tips on search and rescue and 
emergency preparedness. 
A visit to www.SafeCanada.ca lets you: 
¢ Learn about fire prevention and how 
to plan an escape route 
¢ Pick up important safety tips about 
outdoor activities such as camping, 
safe barbecuing and what to do in 
case of a bear attack 

¢ Prepare yourself and your family 
for an emergency 
¢ Learn about the most recent food 
recalls and allergy alerts 
e Find up-to-date information on product 
and vehicle recalls 

e Check for weather warnings in your 
area, and across the country 

e Learn what to do in the event of a 
flood, earthquake, forest fire, etc. 

e Access the latest health and travel 
warnings 

e Protect yourself against frauds, scams 
and identity theft 

e Teach your children about safety 
through interactive games and activities 
such as the “What belongs on your 
boat?” quiz. 

The Public Safety Portal, coordinated 
by the Department of the Solicitor General 
of Canada, has links to over 25 government 
organizations responsible for public safety 
or security. Over the next 12 months, 
the coordinators will be forging pilot 
partnerships with provincial governments 
and non-government organizations. 

For more information, contact 
Karen Savoie, Manager, Government 
On-Line, Solicitor General Canada at 
(613) 991-0645. Ml 


Tim Jones 
Photo: Bruce Moffat 

Tim Jones received one of five 
Certificates of Achievement in 2003 
from the National Search and Rescue 
Secretariat at the Annual General Meeting 
of the North Shore Rescue team in 
Vancouver last June. Mr. Jones has 
been instrumental in training search 
and rescue (SAR) volunteers in the 
extremely diverse conditions that BC 
terrain presents. Among his many 
duties he also acts as the Helicopter 
Flight Rescue Systems Coordinator 
for his team. 


Left to right: Mayor Ron Wood, District 
of West Vancouver; Tim Jones; Mayor 
Barbara Sharp, City of North Vancouver; 
and Mayor Don Bell, District of North 
Vancouver. Two of the team’s rescue 
vehicles are in the background. 
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Upcoming 
‘Events | : 


. Canadian Safe Boating 
Council Annual Symposium 


September 25-28, 2003 
This year’s symposium highlights the 


work of the PFD taskforce, the National and 


Regional Canadian Coast Guard update and 


_ the operator competency card update and 
_ more. It takes place in Longueuil, Quebec. 
www.csbc.ca/btml/AnnualConference. html 


International Search and 


Rescue (ISAR) Competition 2003 
September 26-27, 2003 


An annual event between Auxiliary teams 
in the United States and Canada, this year’s - 
ISAR competition features events designed 
to test the volunteers’ ability to plan, 
communicate and conduct a marine search 
and rescue mission. ISAR will be held in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador. 
www.ccga-gcac.org/isar2003/whatis_e.asp 


SARSCENE 2003 
October 15-18, 2003 

This year’s SARSCENE workshop will 
be held in Kingston, Ontario. The National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat and the 
Ontario Provincial Police are the co-hosts, 
with support from the Ontario Search and 
Rescue Volunteer Association. For more 
information, visit www.nss.gc.ca or call 
1-800-727-9414. 


Canadian Power and Sail 
Squadrons 55th Annual Conference 
October 22—25, 2003 

This year’s conference, Tall Tides, is in 


~ Saint John, New Brunswick. The 55th annual 


conference and annual general meeting 
will be at the Delta Brunswick Hotel, close 
to many points of interest and attractions. 
www.cps-ecp.ca/pdf/Insert.pdf 


Canadian Marine Advisory Council 
(CMAC) National Meeting 
November 3-6, 2003 

The next CMAC national meeting 
will be held in Ottawa, Ontario. Visit the 
Transport Canada website for details 
as they become available. 
www.cmac-ccmce.gc.ca/En/ 
onlinemenu.htm 


Emergency Response Conference 
November 17—20, 2003 
In Long Beach, California, Emergency 


Response 2003 focuses on how land, air and 


marine emergency organizations can better 
integrate their response to major incidents 
and manage new missions imposed by 
increased homeland security concerns. 
www.emergencyresponse2003.com 


International Boating and Water Safety 
Summit (IBWSS) 
April 18-21, 2004 

The National Safe Boating Council and 
the National Water Safety Congress will host 
the eighth annual Summit in Panama City 
Beach, Florida. The Summit will include 
nearly all aspects of boating and water 
safety. www.safeboatingcouncil.org/ 
summit/call. btm 


Canadian Hydrographic Conference 
May 24-27, 2004 

Celebrating 100 years in hydrographic 
achievements, the next conference will be in 
Ottawa, Ontario. The program highlights the 
opportunity to revisit the pioneering spirit 
and achievements of early hydrographers, 
and then to explore how to build upon these 
accomplishments and look to the future. 

www.chc2004.com/main.php 
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Five-year study finds ‘perceived risk’ 


to he key factor in wearing PFDs. fogs 


by Sharon Andrews 


n the December 2002 edition of The Canadian Safe Boating Council’s 

newsletter, an article featuring its annual symposium mentioned that the 

keynote dinner speaker, journalist Ann Medina, had “challenged all present 
to reach ‘real boaters’ such as herself with safety messages that were realistic 
and believable.” Present in the audience, and well underway to meeting that 
challenge, was a member of the Canadian Coast Guard’s Office of Boating Safety, 
Brian Avery. By then, under Mr. Avery’s direction, the Office of Boating Safety 
was nearing completion of a five-year research and development project to 
develop appropriate and meaningful communications strategies and messages 
after extensive social market research to increase the wearing of PFDs and 
lifejackets among Canadian recreational hoaters. 


That research began in 1998-99 
with the formation of a Steering 
Committee, a review of existing 
literature, and the conducting of focus 
group sessions all aiming to establish 
baseline wear-rates across the 
country, and to understand factors 
motivating boaters to wear or not 
wear PFDs. Much of the existing 
data were fragmented and regional 
in scope; however, by understanding 
the issues, a questionnaire could be 
designed that would glean significant 
and quantifiable data. 

The 2000 boating season saw 
a national observational study of 
boaters actively participating in 
boating activities. The baseline estab- 
lished was 20 percent of Canadian 
boaters currently wear PFDs (on 
boats six meters or less). Other 
interesting findings include operator 
behaviour affects passengers’ wear 
rates and two areas showed higher 
than average wear rates — the Far 
North (44 percent) and Newfoundland 
and Labrador (60 percent). 


Patterns emerge 

In 2001 a national telephone survey 
asked about 4,000 respondents about 
their attitudes and beliefs with regard 
to PFDs and lifejackets. Patterns that 
emerged indicated that: 

e decisions to wear are often based 
on the amount of risk present 

© most people would wear a PFD if 
asked to do so by the operator of 
the boat 

e affluent and highly educated 
individuals claim greater control 
over the environment, reducing 
their perceived need to wear a PFD 

® women are more safety conscious 
than men, and 

© a majority would support 
mandatory wear. 

The next year, focus groups in the 
two areas where rates of wear were 
higher gave more insight. Boaters who 
reported that they always or almost 
always wear a PFD mentioned factors 
such as environmental risks (larger 
lakes, ocean, colder air and water 
temperatures), the ability to be 
enough to handle the unpredictable, 

a near-drowning experience or having 
known a drowning victim, and even 


parental instru t : 
influencing their decision. Overal vo 
respondents felt the boat operator is 
responsible for ensuring the safety of 
all occupants, and the decision to wear 
should be based on individual assess- 
ment of risk involved — mandatory wear 
therefore being untenable. 

The national attitudinal survey was 
completed in the Fall of 2002, when 
over 600 respondents in the North 
were contacted. As in the rest of 
Canada, the majority were not aware 
of differences between lifejackets and 
PFDs'. However, northern boaters 
showed more positive attitudes than 
those in the rest of Canada toward 
PFD wear (80 percent vs 70 percent 
respectively) and also displayed strong 
beliefs that PFDs are necessary 
despite strong individual boating skills. 


Decision based 
on degree of risk 

The two-part attitudinal survey 
provided detailed comparisons of atti- 
tudes. One commonly shared attitude 
was that the key driver of PFD wear is 
perceived risk. If a boater thinks that 
the risk is manageable, a PFD will not 
be worn. The more frequently a person 
safely undertakes a boating activity, 
the lower the perceived risk and the 
lower the wear rate. 

The majority of Canadians are 
somewhere in the middle of a contin- 
uum ranging from those who never 


1 A lifejacket is designed to turn an unconscious person into a face upwards position within a few seconds. A personal flotation device (PFD) keeps a conscious 
person's head out of water in calm conditions and assists them in rough water. A PFD is not designed to turn an unconscious person from a face down 
position to a face upward position. (SARSCENE magazine, Summer 1998) 
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think about wearing a PFD to those 
who always wear one. While most 

boaters believe that boating activities 


would be safer if they wore a PFD, 


and more than 90 percent carry the 
appropriate number on board, wear 
rates are low — the reasons most 
often given include discomfort, lack of 
mobility to hunt and fish, or stained 
and smelly material. Because, many 
boaters are still unaware of recent 
improvements to or differences 
between PFDs and lifejackets, any 
campaigns to increase wear must 
certainly be preceded by more 
education about these terms 
and the attributes of the products. 
Although the research is com- 
pleted, the project's manager, Brian 
Avery, superintendent of the Coast 
Guard's Office of Boating Safety in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, points out 
that there is still a lot of work to be 
done, especially in the development of 
communications tools. Besides the 
fact that risks in boating vary across 
the country and any marketing 
campaign will need to be regionally tai- 
lored, marketing and communications 
professionals estimate that changes in 
attitudes displayed through behaviour 
change will not begin to be noticed 
until at least five to 10 years after 
an effective communications strategy 
has been in place. 


Sharon Andrews works for the 
Canadian Coast Guard's Office of 
Boating Safety in Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 


Breaking the 
communications barrier 


tanding alone, the different search and rescue groups serve the 
S individual agencies well, but in a cooperative rescue assignment, 
these good practices become hindered when there are technical 
barriers to communications. 
For example, when the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
are tasked to perform a ground search, they may need the help of air 
assets who can scan the area from above to get a sense of geography 
and perform an air search at the same time. But what if they can’t 
communicate because of a difference in radio frequency? This could 
lead to delays in rescue and potential loss of life. 
The National Search and Rescue Program relies on a co-ordinated and 
cooperative approach, and without the standardization of practices, training 
and equipment, this cannot be fully achieved. 


The most common 
interoperability 
problem cited by 
SAR groups was 
a lack of common 
radio frequency 
and equipment. 


One seamless program 

Although Canada has one of the best search and rescue systems in the world, 
ties should be encouraged to create one multi-jurisdictional program. The goal 
is to make Canadian search and rescue seamless and total cooperation and 
interoperability are the methods to achieve it. 

The need for interchangeable equipment is essential because in any given 
emergency situation, at least three federal agencies may be tasked to respond. 
For example, a search for a disabled oil tanker might use the weather resources 
of Environment Canada’s Meteorological Service of Canada, a Canadian Forces 
helicopter, searchers from the Canadian Coast Guard and the Canadian Coast Guard 
Auxiliary and dive teams from the RCMP. All of these groups need to work together 
to ensure the search is as efficient as possible. 


Compatible equipment 

Currently, an Interoperability Working Group, chaired by the National Search 
and Rescue Secretariat, is studying the issue and researching ways to standardize e 
practices and equipment. With a standardization of equipment, it is possible that ee 
search and rescue groups will eliminate communications barriers. The most SARSCENE 
common problem cited was a lack of common radio frequency and equipment. 
This hindered ground search and rescue forces in their contact with air and marine 
resources during a search mission. 


Common information 

Interoperability is not limited to stan- 
dard equipment needs, but extends to 
accessibility of information and data. 
When different agencies or groups are 
working together, not everyone has the 
same information, either because groups 
don’t have access or there is a break- 
down in communication. 


At SARSCENE 2003 a two- 
hour Interoperability Summit, 
led by RCMP S/Sgt. Bryan 
Finney of the National Search 
and Rescue Secretariat, 

will look at interoperability 
issues in search and rescue. 


continued on page 15 
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forges inter- -provincial partnerships 


ased in Chelsea Québec, 

Search and Rescue Global 1, 

a non-profit organization, is 
part of network of volunteer search — 
and rescue groups serving the 
Eastern Ontario-Western Québec 
region. SAR Global 1 is unique in 
the sense that they serve both the 
province of Québec and Ontario. The 
organization was formed in 1996 | 
following the disappearance of a local 
man during a winter storm. After the 
provincial police had called off their 
search efforts, family and community 
members were determined to 
continue the search. 

Beverley Pick, founder of SAR Global 1 
volunteered when asked by friends of the 
family to help as search manager to coor- 
dinate volunteers in a follow-up effort to 
find the missing man. Having experienced 
the recent loss of her own son in the 
mountains of B.C., and having participated 
in that unsuccessful search, Ms. Pick 
understood the family’s desperation. On 
the first day of the renewed search effort 
(during one of the worst winter storms on 
record for the area) 150 untrained people 
arrived at the search to help. This ‘unoffi- 
cial’ search continued for 14 days and 
was daunting. The following spring, the 
community of Wakefield rallied around 
the cause. Ground search training began 
and partnerships were established 
between ground SAR, trained K9 and 
fixed wing aircraft support teams. 


Ce aD 


Unique partnership begins 


Within months SAR Global 1 was 
federally incorporated, a new regional 
police force (Municipalité Régionale des 
Collines) was established and a unique 
partnership began. 

SAR Global 1 now contains over 
40 members. Wilderness navigation, 
first aid, CPR, and other basic SAR skills 
are part of a core program for all new 
members, skills that are kept current 
by regular refresher courses offered by 
volunteer trainers. From this core group, 
members have formed specialized teams 
of advanced first responders, high angle 
rescuers, and recovery divers. 

During operations trained search man- 
agers coordinate the entire team. These 
managers work with partners in Québec 
and Ontario from volunteer K-9 (Ottawa 
Valley SAR Dogs Association), aerial 
search teams, police agencies, and parks 
and emergency measures planning 
authorities. Search Manager in Command, 
Nicolas de Breyne, along with co-manager 
of operations Kristina Walker, continue to 
strive towards developing solid partner- 
ships throughout the SAR community. 


Avoiding burn-out 


Two years ago, a unique approach to 
operations management was established. 
To avoid common ‘burn-out’ that many 
SAR team managers face, SAR Global 1 
appointed de Breyne and Walker as 
co-managers of operations. Together, 
they work to ensure that training, 


by Mark Bowlby 


equipment and everything surrounding 
operational capability are taken care of. 
De Breyne explains “Our goal is to pro- 
vide police agencies with reliable and 
professional SAR expertise on a voluntary 
basis. Everything we do — mandatory 
training, criminal police checks, and 
meetings with police agencies to present 
our capabilities for their consideration — 
is done to meet this goal”. 

SAR Global 1 also works with children 
to help prevent searches. They offer the 
RCMP’s Hug a Tree and Survive preven- 
tion program to local schools and youth 
groups. The program teaches basic 
survival skills and woods-proofing. 

Calls for assistance range from lost 
hikers in the wilderness to urban searches 
for hospital walk-aways. Like thousands of 
other SAR volunteers across the country, 
members must juggle the ad hoc nature 
of SAR calls with family and professional 
responsibilities, and must also commit to 
regular training. To maintain an effective 
level of operations during a search, SAR 
Global 1 needs to draw from a large vol- 
unteer base. While an active recruitment 
effort has increased membership over 
the past year, a need for new members 
still exists. 

For more information on SAR Global 1 
contact sargloball @canada.com or 
www.geocities.com/sargloball 


Mark Bowlby is a volunteer with 
SAR Global 1. @ 
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Indirect communication from one party to another through three different search 
groups can lead to a break in communication and sometimes misinformation. 

For example, the ground searchers who, with ground-to-air capability, need 
to contact the air resources who might not be able to do so because the officers 
don’t know the frequency of their radios and are unable to establish direct com- 
munication with air resources. 

The first recommendations of the working group discussed confirming the root 


causes of communication problems, the extent of these problems and finding new 
technology to resolve this interoperability issue. 

There are agencies and companies studying communications and interoper- 
ability, but this issue won't be solved quickly. It will take many meetings and 
multi-jurisdictional exercises before accomplishing a seamless search and rescue 


: ; Standardization of equipment will help eliminate 
program. While our system is good, there is always room for improvement. 


interoperability barriers. 
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na search mission, every crewmem- 
ber performs a particular duty, 
but without the spotters raking the 
eround for signs of the search target, no 
successful conclusion could be achieved. _ 
Like other members of the search team, 
the spotter’s task demands alertness 
and efficiency. 

Spotting techniques are mastered by 
repeating exercises on the ground and 
in flight, with an understanding that an 
aircraft crash site may not reveal itself 
as obviously as a complete vehicle. This 
means the spotter must watch for abnor- 
malities in the scanned range and keep a 
sharp eye until identification is satisfactory. 


J | < by J.M. Bruno Pepin, OstJ 


Naturally, open communications - 


between the rear seats and the front seats — 


about possible target sightings and deter- 
mining the ‘actual visual search’ above the 
scanning zone will maximize the chances 
of success, as will alternating ‘on and off’ 
task periods. 


Keeping a high 
level of skill 


I had the opportunity to fly to North Bay 


for a joint SAREX for a weekend. It was 
instructive and challenging to conduct 
nighttime as well as daytime searches, 
but also rewarding in terms of experience 
and teamwork. 
Mission briefing and 
active participation in 
the task planning should 
clearly answer any flight 
safety concerns, search 
patterns, area covered 
and particulars of the 
target — a person, a 
marine vessel or a 
missing aircraft. 


Courtesy of CASARA, this picture shows a spotter training exercise 
involving 424 Squadron and a C-130 Hercules in Thunder Bay. 


-Tjoined the Ottawa unit ofthe 
Civil Air Search and Rescue Association 
(CASARA) in 1999 and I believe it is a 
well-administered organization with 
sufficient resources to answer calls from 
the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre 
Trenton, and to be able to continue to 
refine its work with computer-assisted 
GPS. Past missions varied from locating a 
‘moving ELT’ across town to participating 
in a demanding five-day air search with 


the military for a brand new helicopter 


missing in Algonquin Park. _ 

Our ground crew, with first aid 
capability, is the latest addition in a 
partnership with St. John Ambulance. 
Dedicated men.and women meet every 
month for training and air exercises to 
maintain their efficiency within the 


-CASARA guidelines and to be ready to 


answer the call of duty whenever a task 
is presented to them. 


J.M. Bruno Pepin is a volunteer with 
the CASARA Ottawa unit. i 
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Cooperation leads to the successful rescue of a 


lost four-year-old boy 


exhausted and unable to move after 

being lost for over six hours in the 
Nova Scotia woods. When the search 
helicopter spotted and hovered over him, 
he sat up briefly but quickly lay down 
again — exhausted from his ordeal. A few 
more hours of being lost and the reunion 
that was to occur may not have been 
SO joyous. 

Justin went missing from his home a 
short distance from the nearby ballpark 
between 9:00 and 9:30 on the morning of 
June 7, 2003. It was believed that a large 
dog, which belonged to Justin’s neighbour 
and had also been missing since that 
morning, was with the child. One clue 
to his location was his boots found stuck 
in the mud earlier in the afternoon. It 
looked like he walked right out of them 
and continued away from the ballpark. 


F our-year-old Justin Leblanc was cold, 


Teams go into action 


A multi-organization search was 
quickly mobilized, including members 
of the Yarmouth Civil Aviation Search 
and Rescue Association (CASARA), the 
Yarmouth Ground Search and Rescue 
and Barrington Ground Search and 
Rescue teams, the RCMP, the Pubnico 
Fire Department, paramedics and local 
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volunteers. A search effort would be 
made from the ground and from the sky 
to find Justin. 

A Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) helicopter was sent to the search 
and CASARA spotters, Becky Cottreau and 
Cliff Gavel, were taken onboard to spot 
the boy from the air. After flying for an 
hour or so with no positive results, they 
began flying a grid search across West 
Pubnico. At approximately 3:35 pm, 

Cliff Gavel called the helicopter around 
and all on board were greatly relieved 
to see the big yellow dog only a few 
feet away from the child, who was lying 
under a small tree. 

Because the terrain was too poor to 
allow the helicopter to land, the aircraft 
directed a ground team to follow them 
to him, where they hovered until he was 
in the arms of one the members of the 
ground search and rescue team. Within 
10 minutes the team was back to the ball- 
park. Paramedics gave the boy a thorough 
check-up to ensure that he was okay. 
Later his father reported that Justin was 
tired, cold and somewhat dehydrated but, 
all things considered, he was fine. The 
father also expressed his heartfelt thanks 
on behalf of Justin’s family for the efforts 
of all involved in the rescue of his son. 


A searcher onboard a helicopter spotted 
Justin lying under a small tree after being 
lost for six hours in the Nova Scotia woods. 


Training and coordination 
saved Justin’s life 


Searcher Becky Cottreau, declared that 
“it was an absolutely incredible day to be 
a CASARA member! This truly is what all 
of our training is for and I can honestly 
say that the instant that we were able to 
positively identify Justin and to verify that 
he was not seriously injured was the best 
CASARA moment that I have ever had in 
my nearly 14 years as a CASARA member!” 

This search and rescue was an excel- 
lent example of a well-coordinated activity 
between ground and air search and res- 
cue resources in Nova Scotia. It shows 
the great progress that these organizations 
are making toward seamless search 
service — so that others may live. Hi 


SCENE 2003 


io Provincial 
of the Ontario Search and Rescue Volunteer Association 


Visit www.nss.gc.ca for all the 
details or call 1-800-727-9414 
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RCMP Corporal awarded Meritorious Service 
Medal 


Corporal Dwayne Jennings, of Vancouver, British Columbia has 
another medal to add to his collection. 

Cpl. Jennings, an RCMP helicopter pilot, was awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal by Governor General Adrienne Clarkson in December 
2003 for rescuing a stranded police crew in November 2001. 

A helicopter pilot, Cpl. Jennings transported a search and 
rescue crew to the mountainside where his colleagues were trapped. In 
spite of extreme weather conditions, Cpl. Jennings was able to land the 
helicopter on the tip of one skid three times to unload search and 
rescue personnel and supplies to aid the stranded officers. 

Cpl. Jennings has received two other awards for his life-saving efforts, 
including the RCMP Commissioner's Commendation in February 2002 
and the federal government's Treasury Board Award of Excellence in 
June 2003. 


444 Squadron wins 2003 Mynarski trophy 

In July 2002, 444 Squadron's Rescue 475 crew responded to a 
Canadian Forces Griffon crash north of Goose Bay, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, saving the life of a seriously injured crash victim. 

The conditions were poor with fading light, deteriorating weather and 
fuel running low. Despite the situation, the Rescue 475 crew was able 
to save a Griffon crew member. 

The crew is being recognized with the Mynarski trophy for the 
professionalism, determination and bravery they showed in the face of. 
adversity. The trophy, Canada's highest award for excellence in the field 
of air search and rescue, memorializes Petty Officer Andrew Charles 
Mynarski of 419 Squadron who was posthumously awarded the Victoria 
Cross for attempting to free a rear air gunner from their burning 
Lancaster bomber. 


Pirated TV cards interfere with emergency 
beacon signals 

Pirated video cards for satellite TV receivers are causing interference 
with satellite receivers used for search and rescue operations. 

Video cards capture the satellite signal and allow the user to watch 
television channels sent out by the satellite. For those who pay for satel- 
lite service, they capture only the signals they pay for. For 
example, if you do not pay for the travel channel, you do not receive the 
signal for it. 

For those who do not pay for satellite service and program their card 
via a computer, they receive all the signals sent by a satellite and can 
watch any and all channels. 

The Canadian Mission Control Centre (CMCC), Trenton, Ontario, 
became aware of the problem in late 2001 when it noticed interference 
with emergency locator beacon (ELTs) signals used by aircraft. It 
became apparent in early 2002 this was a larger problem than first 
imagined. 

The emergency transmitters send a beacon signal when an aircraft has 
crashed. Signals from video cards have caused search and rescue offi- 
cials to believe aircraft have crashed when no accident has occurred. 

When a beacon sends a distress signal, it is picked up by one of the 
orbiting satellites which will then relay the beacon position to rescue 
authorities. 

Although CMCC can usually tell the difference between signal 


interference and an actual distress call, 
the real hazard is the signal sent out by 
the pirated card. These false signals 
can mask the real distress signals and 
hamper search and rescue operations. 


Municipal sponsorship 
improves ground SAR in 
Alberta 

An Alberta government special grant 
initiative will provide $150,000 for 
ground search and rescue training in 
small and medium-sized communities 
with a population of 20,000 or less. 

The funds are part of a $500,000 
grant that was provided by the 
Municipal Sponsorship Program. 

The money can be used for work- 
shops, seminars, disaster exercises 
and mock disasters. 

The Municipal Sponsorship Program 
was established in 1998 to ensure 
public safety services across Alberta 
are strong. 


Emergency beacons on 
display in Montreal 

Transport Canada's Transportation 
Development Centre (TDC) helped 
launch an exhibition at the Montreal 
Science Centre this past January of 
emergency position indicating radio 
beacons and personal locator 
beacons. 
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Howard Posluns, Chief of Advanced 
Technology with the TDC, was at the 
opening event talking about emergency 
beacons and their applications for 
search and rescue. 

The exhibit, which will last 
approximately three years, is largely 
youth-oriented. 


Fire brigade practices 
winter water and ice rescue 
by Robert Lynch 


The 
Harbour 
Grace 
Volunteer 
Fire 
Brigade 
Land 
Based Cold 
Water 
Rescue 
team held 
their winter 
practice 
schedule 
one 
evening in 
mid- 
February, 
2003. 

Conditions were ideal for rescue 
scenarios and broken ice entry 
techniques. The slipway area of the 
marina was frozen enough to walk on 
and once out on the ice an area of 
open water was available under a 
board walk overpass. The opening in 
the ice was large enough to 
practice scenarios using the Rescue 
Alive equipment. 

The team placed four members in the 
icy water wearing full dry suits fitted 
with knives, ice picks, harnesses, 
flashlights, strobe lights, safety lines 
and goggles. The four members 
practised with the Rescue Alive 
platform while eight members served 
as shore tenders and safety officers. 

Team leader Bill Ryan set up 
scenarios whereby the teams would 
walk the Rescue Alive platform across 
the ice surface, enter the water and 
complete the rescue of the victims in 
the water. The practice stressed proper 
hand signals, because unclear 
signalling presents many problems. 

Team members demonstrated water 
entry from the ice edge and from 
broken ice. The team also practised 
the do's and don't's of using the 
Rescue Alive platform. 


Robert Lynch is a 16-year veteran 
volunteer firefighter with the Brigade. 


Members of the Brigade practice using the Rescue Alive 
platform on ice and in the water. 


Correction: The new National 
Directory of Emergency Services con- 
tains 136 pages, not 36 as reported in 
the last issue of SARSCENE. 


Correction: 
The article "How 
hunters help 
and hinder 
search and 
rescue," in 
SARSCENE 
magazine's Vol 
13, #2 issue, 
concluded that 
there hadn't 
been a search 
for a missing 
hunter in seven 
or eight years. 
However, 
according to 
Keith Crosland, Nova Scotia 
Emergency Measures Organization 
Western Zone Controller and Provincial 
Ground Search and Rescue 
Coordinator, there have been 29 
searches for lost hunters between 
1999 and 2003. 


Photo courtesy of Robert Lynch 


New Search and Rescue 
Initiatives Fund projects 
approved for 2004-05 

The 2004-05 New Search and 
Rescue Initiatives Fund projects 
include the development of a multi- 
agency incident command structure for 
ground SAR, a new volunteer marine 
SAR training program using a marine 
simulator, a helicopter hover exit 
training and wilderness rescue 
exercise, to a public avalanche safety 
awareness project. 

The Honourable David Pratt, Lead 
Minister for Search and Rescue, 
announced the projects in February 
2004. 

The fund, with an annual budget of 
$8.1 million, supports search and 
rescue projects that enhance air, 
marine and ground search and 
rescue activities in Canada. Since 
1988, it has invested $130 million in 
over 700 projects. 
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New rescue laser flare a 
handy tool for search and 
rescue 

A new hand-held signaling device can 
help rescuers find victims faster, 
especially in low visibility areas and 
conditions. 

Tested in Calgary, Alberta in August 
2003, the rescue laser flare was used 
by the Calgary Police Air Services Unit 
during a nighttime search for four 
rafters who were overdue. 

Rescue crews located the victims and 
transported 
two of the 
four rafters 
to safety. 

The last 
two rafters 
were given 
the rescue 
laser flare 
to assist 
the flight 
crew in 
relocating 
them on 
the return trip. 

In this case, the laser was very 
effective as a position marker and a 
signaling device. 

The rescue laser flare can be seen up 
to 20 miles away at night, and as far 
away as three miles during the day. 

It is waterproof up to 80 feet and can 
run for 15 hours on two replaceable 
batteries. 


To activate 


tod cap, Twist 
black cap on 
other end to 
the right until 
the Laser 
COMES ON. 


“INSTRUCTIONS 


Rescue Laser “SA” 
Flare™, remove : 


him aay 


Not only can it be seen from far way, 
but it can penetrate smoke and fog. 

For more information about this 
device, visit www.concordeaero 
sales.com/signal/aserflare.html 


Canoeist is first PLB 
rescue in the U.S. 

November 2003 marked a new era for 
personal locator beacon (PLB) use in 
the United States. Carl Skalak, from 
Cleveland, Ohio, became the first per- 
son outside Alaska to be rescued using 
PLB technology since it 
was approved for use in 
the U.S. in July 2003. 

Before July, PLBs were 
in use only in Alaska 
under a test 
program to evaluate their 
usefulness for search 
) and rescue. 

While on a solo canoe 
trip in the Adirondack 
Mountains in upstate 
New York, Skalak, 55, 
became disoriented in the frigid 
weather and activated his beacon. 

Because he had properly registered 
his PLB, his location was confirmed 
and it wasn't long before a rescue 
operation was launched. 

Without the beacon, Skalak's life could 
have been in danger if he had become 
hypothermic, run out of supplies or wan- 
dered far away from his campsite and 
any hope of rescue. 


Nominate a group or 
individual for a SAR 
Award 


Nominations are due May 31, 2004 


The NSS awards program was 
introduced in 1995 to acknowledge 
outstanding work done by search 
and rescue providers and organiza- 
tions to raise awareness of search 
and rescue efforts across Canada. 

The Outstanding SAR 
Achievement award recognizes 
exceptional contribution to 
Canadian SAR by an individual or 
organization. The Certificates of 
Achievement recognize 
individuals or groups who have 
made significant contributions to 
SAR. 

Nomination information and forms 
are available at www.nss.gc.ca. 
Click on Awards in the menu on 
the left or call 1-800-727-9414. 

The awards will be presented at 
SARSCENE 2004 in Calgary, 
Alberta on October 16. = 


Sign up for SARSCENE magazine online 


SARSCENE magazine introduces its 
new service to alert subscribers by ¥ 
e-mail that the latest issue of SARSCENE 
magazine is available online. This way, 
you will never miss an issue. 

To subscribe to the alerting service, go 
to www.nss.gc.ca/site/SARScene/ 
index_e.asp and follow the prompts. 

The growing use of the Internet, the increase in 
popularity of online magazines and the rising costs 
of publishing have led to the decision to discontinue 


the printed version of SARSCENE magazine. This is the 

final issue of SARSCENE magazine for Canadian 
subscribers. The final issue for international 

© CPENE subscribers was January 2004. 

We value your continued support of 

SARSCENE magazine online and 

look forward to your suggestions for 

articles on a broad range of topics of 

interest to the search and rescue 

community. @ 


New funding for 
Nunavik search 
and rescue 
operations 

New funding to 
Nunavik's search and 
rescue operations will 
improve current 
resources and help local 
groups in future search- 
es. The $1.5 million 
funding from the regional 
government will help fund 
specialized equipment, 
tailored for search and rescue in the 
North. 

By virtue of its remoteness, search 
and rescue in the north is inherently 
different from the south; resources are 
limited and weather conditions can be 
extreme. 

Having specialized equipment 
tailored to Northern Canada's search 
and rescue needs, will help local 
groups respond to SAR emergencies 
and to be less dependent on outside 
help. 


Program transfer to 
Transport Canada finalized 
John Adams, Commissioner of the 
Canadian Coast Guard, announced the 
official transfer of all marine safety 

policy development to Transport 
Canada. 

Named in the transfer are the Office 
of Boating Safety, the Navigable 
Waters Protection Program, the policy 
component of the Environmental 
Protection Program and the Canada 
Shipping Act Regulatory Reform. 

The shift provides mariners with a 
single point of contact for marine 
navigation policy and related issues. 


While escorting the HMCS HAIDA in late August 


this past year, the Hamilton Beach Rescue, 
District 2, unit 161, was called to action when a 


distress call came over the radio. A boat was on 


fire in the Hamilton Harbour. The Canadian 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and Hamilton Police 
Marine Unit also responded to the call. No one 
was injured but damage to the vessel was 
extensive. Photo by Peter Bax 


RCMP Officer mourned 

RCMP Corporal James Galloway died 
tragically in late February 2004 while 
responding to a domestic disturbance 
call in a community near Edmonton. 

A tragic loss to the search and rescue 
community, Cpl. Galloway will be 
remembered for his dedication to 
ground search and rescue and his 
leadership in the RCMP Civilian Search 
and Rescue Dog Association. 

Ann Odgers, a volunteer with 
CASARA Ontario, said Cpl. Galloway 
“truly was the epitome of a SAR per- 
son. ‘So Others May Live’ was how he 
lived his life and eventually lost it. He 
was a strong supporter of volunteers 
and we certainly don't have enough of 
those.” 

Cpl. Galloway was recognized by his 
colleagues in 2002 when he was 
awarded the NSS Certificate of 
Achievement for initiatives in search 
and rescue. Cpl. Galloway will be 
greatly missed. 

“Jim's death was a great tragedy to 
his family, his fellow police officers, dog 
handlers everywhere and the SAR 
community,” Ms. Odgers added. 
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Interactive directory of 
Canadian search and 
rescue organizations 

Just a reminder to update your 
organization’s information on the 
interactive directory of Canadian 
search and rescue organizations. 

SAR organizations can access the 
database directly to change, update or 
delete information or to add new 
entries. 


New online independent 
study course 

Called the “Introduction to Community 
Response Teams,” this new initiative is 
an online, independent study course 
that can serve as either an introduction 
to those wanting to join a community 
emergency response teams (CERTs), or 
as a refresher to current team members. 

It has six modules with topics that 
include an introduction to CERT, fire 
safety, hazardous material and terrorist 
incidents, disaster medical operations, 
and search and rescue. It takes 
between six and eight hours to complete 
the course, and those who are 
successful will receive a certification of 
completion from the Independent Study 
Office.For more information visit 
http.//training.fema.gov/emiweb/|S/ 
is317.asp @ 
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Upcoming Events 


International Boating and Water Safety Summit 
April 18-21, 2004, Panama City, Florida 
www.safeboatingcouncil.org/summit/summitmain.htm 


Transport Canada's 16th Annual Canadian Aviation Safety 
Seminar 

April 19-21, 2004, Toronto, Ontario 
www.te.ge.ca/CivilAviation/SystemSafety/CASS/2004/menu.htm 


Alberta’s SAR Day 
May 1, 2004 
www. Saralberta.org 


Emergency Preparedness Week 
May 2-8, 2004, across Canada 
www.emergencypreparednessweek.ca/about_e.shtm! 


Washington State SAR Conference 
May 21-23, 2004, Cascade Peaks Resort and Campground in 
Randle, Washington 

_ www.co.lewis.wa.us/Sherif/sarconference.htm 


National Safe Boating Week 
May 22-28, 2004 
www. safeboatingcampaign.com/ 


Canadian Hydrographic Conference — 
May 24-27, 2004, Ottawa, Ontario 
~ www.chc2004.com/index_x.php?lang=en © 


National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) SAR 04 


Conference 
June 2-5, 2004, Lansdowne, Virginia 
www.nasar.org/?s=news&id=66&c=2 
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Mountain Rescue Association 2004 conference 
June 18-20, 2004, Anchorage, Alaska 
www.amrg.org/MRA_04/default.htm 


14th World Conference on Disaster Management 
June 20-23, 2004, Toronto, Ontario 
www.wcdm.org/wedm_home.html 


International Conference on Storms: 
"Storms Science to Disaster Mitigation" 
July 5-9, 2004, Brisbane, Australia 

www. stormsconf.org.au/ 


United States Coast Guard Auxiliary's 2004 National Conference 
(NACON) 
September 2-4, 2004, Costa Mesa, California 


E-mail: kbauxin@aug.com 


International Snow Science Workshop 2004 
September 19-24, 2004, Jackson Hole, Wyoming 
www.issworkshop.org/ 


National SAREX 2004 


_ September 20-25, 2004, Comox, B.C. 


_ Canadian Safe Boating Council Annual Symposium 


September 23-26 2004, Whistler, B.C. 
www.csbc.ca/html/AnnualConference.html 


_ SARSCENE 2004 
_ October 13-16, 2004, Calgary, Alberta 


www.nss.gc.ca or call 1-800-727-9414 


International Search and Rescue Competition 
November 4-7, 2004, Portsmouth, Virginia 
http://teamcoastguard.org/2003/ISAR/A031 001i/isar2004.htm 


Be a presenter at SARSCENE 2004 


hare your expertise in search and rescue at SARSCENE 


2004. For more 
information and to see a list of topics, visit 


www.nss.gc.ca/site/ss/workshop/2004/presentationsn_e.asp. 


The deadline for proposals is April 30, 2004. 


Imnoroving 
Searen ane 
rescue in 
GCanaca’s 
Nationa 
OArKks 


The search for a reindeer 
herder in late December 
2003 in Inuvik, Northwest 
Territories, mirrored a recent 
simulated search and 
showed the importance of a 
coordinated approach to 
search and rescue. 


fter initiating the search, the 

RCMP contacted Ron Larsen, 

Operations Manager for Parks 
Canada's Western Arctic Field Unit, to 
manage the search on their behalf. 

For four days Mr. Larsen used a 

variety of regional resources, 
including the rangers, park wardens, 
family members, local hunters and 
trappers committees, a representative 
from Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
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Participants at a similar Parks Canada table top held 


FEATURE STORY 


in Smiths Falls, Ontario, 


discussed the implications of a dam bursting in the Tay River. 


and the RCMP. 

Mr. Larsen and his group eventually 
found the missing herder's 
snowmobile, but with blizzard-like 
conditions, were forced to suspend 
the search to ensure the safety of 
those searching. 


Well-managed search 

A debriefing session was held after 
the incident to discuss what had hap- 
pened during the search. Mr. Larsen 
explained that "despite the fact that 
we have not been able to recover the 
missing person, everyone involved in 
the search feels that we did 
everything that could be done given 
the circumstances." 

The participants felt this search was 
well-managed and cooperative, and 
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Inuvik, located just above the Arctic Circle, has 56 days of 24-hour daylight in the 
summer, and 30 days of zero daylight in the winter. 


Mr. Larsen attributes this to a Parks 
Canada table top exercise held in 
Inuvik last September. 

The Inuvik table top exercise was 
part of a Parks Canada series 
bringing together different groups and 
agencies who work together in an 
emergency, including search and 
rescue. 


Local representatives brought 
together 

This scenario began in Ivvavik 
National Park where a group of 
kayakers was 48 hours overdue from 
a 500 km trip. 

The participants worked through the 
search scenario and discussed how 
they would each handle their role. 

Mr. Larsen said the exercise was 
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valuable because it brought 

together local representatives of vari- 
ous groups and agencies to learn 
about each other. 

"Bringing this group together for a 
face-to-face meeting allowed us to 
discuss each other's resources, call- 
out procedures, expectations and 
concerns,” he added. 

These table tops are an important 
opportunity for groups to learn about 
each other and discuss possible 
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scenarios. But how many groups have 
the opportunity to put what they've 
learned into practice so soon after the 
exercise? 


Integrated approach 

Regarding the well-run search for the 
missing herder, Mr. Larsen 
credits the table top meeting for its 
suUCCeSS. 

"With respect to the recent search, 
the table top allowed us to use a 
more integrated approach in 
conducting the search because we 
were more familiar with each other and 
our respective capabilities," he 
explained. 


Open lines of communication 
Throughout the table top 
exercises, it was apparent that one 
meeting is not enough. The groups 
involved need regular meetings to 
keep open the lines of communication 
and to continue the training because 
no two search and rescue incidents are 
alike. 
Mr. Larsen also emphasized the 
importance of having a scenario that 


fits the particular environment. 

"We had to revise the initial 
scenario quite a bit to make it more 
applicable to our Northern 
environment," he explained. 


"| think it's safe to say that 
searches, and training exercises for 
that matter, have a different character 
in the north than in the south. The 
number and type of resources 
available for searching can be very 
different than in the south. As well, 
search areas can also be vast given 
the methods of travel and the sparse 
population." 


Working together 

Mr. Larsen thanked Claude Auger, 
Parks Canada organizer of the table 
top series, for his efforts in making the 
exercise happen. 

Mr. Larsen also credited the RCMP 
and their willingness to work 
together, saying their professionalism 
made managing the search a much 
easier task. 

"The table top exercise brought us 
together to begin developing a 
closer working relationship but it was 
the commitment of the individual 
participants to work together that 
moved us from the theoretical into a 
real life application," explained Mr. 
Larsen. 

He also extends credit to Staff 
Sergeant Sid Gray of the Inuvik 
detachment and Jack Kruger, the 
RCMP Search and Rescue 
Coordinator, who worked behind the 
scenes to ensure that resources were 
available for the search. 

Regarding the search for the 
missing reindeer herder, Mr. Larsen 
said, "there is no doubt in my mind that 
the pooling of resources in this case 
came about as a by-product of the 
table top exercise." 

For more information about Parks 
Canada's table top exercise series, 
contact Claude Auger at (819) 997- 
0201, or at claude.auger@pc.gc.ca m 


FUNDING YOUR 
SEARCH AND 
RESCUE INITIATIVE 


o you or your organization 

[) have great ideas to 

improve search and 
rescue (SAR) across Canada? Are 
you interested in preventing or 
responding to search and rescue 
incidents? Do you need resources 
to further your search and rescue 
capabilities or finance your 
projects? 

The New Search and Rescue 
Initiatives Fund (NIF) is dedicated 
to improving search and rescue in 
Canada. Managed by the National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat, all 
levels of government (federal and 
provincial/territorial), private sector, 
industry, academia and the volun- 
teer community can participate. 

To submit a project you will need 
to be sponsored by either a 
federal search and rescue 
department/agency or by a 
provincial/territorial authority. The 
Fund supports projects that 
address at least one or more of 
the six established categories. 
Submitted proposals are reviewed, 
put in priority order and approved 
based on available funds. 

New proposals must be submit- 
ted to sponsors by July 1, 2004 for 
funding starting in April 2005. For 
complete details about the Fund, 
sponsors, criteria and the applica- 
tion process, consult the New 
Search and Rescue Initiatives 
Fund Program Guide at 
www.nss.gc.ca/site/newSARInitiati 
atives/NIFGuide_e.asp or call 
1-800-727-9414. m@ 


NIF has 
a new 
web site: | 


WWW.NSS.gC.C 


Click on 


New SAR Initiatives | 


on the top menu ba: 
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he Peel Regional Police Marine and 

Underwater Search and Recovery unit 

works around the clock and is now 
equipped to handle everything from ice rescue 
to towing. 


Located in the City of Mississauga at the Lakefront 
Promenade marina. The marina sits adjacent to the coal 
fired Lakeview Generating station. The station releases 
warm water into the marina basin as part of the electricity 
production process, and as a result the basin never freezes. 
In short, the Marine and Underwater SAR unit possesses the 
ability to quickly respond to winter and summer marine 
emergencies in Western Lake Ontario seven days a week, 
365 days a year. In 2003, the unit responded to 125 SAR 
calls ranging from mechanical problems to real SAR events. 

The unit was formed in 1974 and operated a 14 foot 
aluminium boat. Patrols were restricted to the confines of the 
Credit River. Back then, limited training and equipment 
prohibited officers from safely responding to calls on 
Lake Ontario. 

The unit has grown throughout the years, acquiring 
improved vessels and more advanced equipment and 
training. There are currently four crews staffed by eight 
marine officers, one sergeant and supplemented by six 
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auxiliary officers. Marine 1 is a 33 foot, twin diesel 

powered, twin propeller, aluminum-hulled motor vessel. 
Marine 2 is a 26 foot rigid hull inflatable vessel powered by 
twin 150 horsepower outboard motors. Both of these vessels 
are equipped with the latest navigational, communication 
and search and rescue gear available. 

Training is intense, says Sergeant Mark Stafford, head of 
the unit. There are 80 different training categories, including 
Basic Trauma Life Support, Ice Rescue, Fast Rescue Craft, 
Coxswain and many other search and rescue related 
courses. Many are in-house and are reviewed on a regular 
basis. During the winter months when operational require- 
ments slow a bit, more emphasis is placed on training. 

The unit is responsible for approximately 146 sq. km. of 
Lake Ontario. With so much area to cover the Peel Regional 
Police Marine Unit knows the importance of inter-agency 
co-operation. Sergeant Stafford, who became head of the 
unit in August, 2003 said it’s important to be ready for any 
disaster. The Peel Regional Police Marine unit works closely 
with other marine units on the Western end of Lake Ontario 
including Toronto, York, Durham, Hamilton, Halton and 
Niagara along with the United States Coast Guard as well as 
Canadian Forces and the Canadian Coast Guard in Trenton. 

The warm weather and another boating season are fast 
approaching and the Peel Regional Police Marine unit is 
prepared so that the public can continue to enjoy boating, 
fishing and other water activities safely. @ 
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Common questions about 
registering beacons 


It seems like a perfect day for flying in 
isolated northern Ontario, the weather is 
cooperating and so far everything has 
been going as per the flight plan. But 
suddenly something goes wrong. You've 
lost engine power and nothing you do 
will fix the problem. The closest landing 
strip is too far away, so you try to land in 
the next open area. All this happens in a 
matter of seconds as you battle for 
control of the plane. 

The plane crashes and the impact has 
knocked you unconscious. Although 
you've filed a flight plan, you won't be 
considered overdue for another few 
hours. Your saving grace? The 


Question: | have just purchased a beacon 
from a manufacturer. Doesn't that mean it is 


already registered? 

Answer: No. Think of a beacon as a car. 
When you purchase a car, you still must 
register it in the new owner's name. A 
beacon follows the same principle. 


Question: | have just purchased a beacon 
from a previous owner that had registered it 
with the NSS. Why do | have to re-register 
it? 

Answer: When a used car is sold, the new 
owner must re-register it under his or her 
own name therefore, it is still a new 
registration. We will, however, require the 


emergency locator transmitter (ELT) in 
your airplane began to transmit its emergency signal 
upon impact. The beacon signal will be picked up by 
orbiting satellites part of the COSPAS-SARSAT system 
that will relay your coordinates to rescue authorities. 

Since its inception in 1982, the COSPAS-SARSAT 
satellite system formed by Canada, France, the United 
States and the former USSR, has helped save over 
15,000 lives world wide. 


by Chantal Pétrin 
he National Search and Rescue Secretariat (NSS) 
| reves the national beacon registry and receives 
many inquiries about beacon registration. Here are 
some answers to common questions. 


Question: How do | know if my beacon is Canadian coded? 
Answer: All beacons have a 15 digit hexadecimal code; 
Canadian beacons will start with the following 3 digits: A78, 
A79, 278 or 279. 


Question: | have a U.S. coded beacon but | am a Canadian- 
flagged vessel and would like to register it with Canada. 
What do | do? 

Answer: Canada does not register beacons that are not 
Canadian coded. We recommend you have it recoded. 


following information: a signed letter from 
the previous owner giving us permission to delete the bea- 
con information from the file. Also, the pertinent information, 
such as emergency contact, will change from one owner to 
the next. 


Question: | have just purchased my first beacon. Why won't 
your database allow me to register it? 

Answer: In our database you see one or two red asterisks 
beside each mandatory field in each tab (owner, beacon, 
vessel, and emergency contact information). The system will 
not allow you to go any further if you have not filled in these 
fields. You do not have to fill out the company name field 
under the owner oo ee 5 
information and 
emergency contact 
tabs. Once you 
have entered all 
tabs and fields, you 
must click on Finish 
to receive your 


Chantal Pétrin is 
the National 
Search and 
Rescue 
Secretariat's 
Beacon Registrar 


User ID and Password. If you are still experiencing 
difficulties, we suggest the following options: call us at 
1-800-727-9414 for assistance, or submit a registration form 
to the NSS by fax at (613) 996-3746. 

After we create your file, you will receive a registration 
confirmation form that must be reviewed, signed and sent 
back as our confirmation. 

If you need to make changes to the registration 
information, go online and use the ID and Password 
provided to make the necessary changes. The system will 
automatically generate an e-mail to us with all the 
modifications or information you have added. 

Question: | am a Canadian citizen and | will be visiting the 
United States. Do | have to register my beacon with the 
American Beacon Registry? 

Answer: No. If you have registered your beacon with the 
NSS Beacon Registry, you have already taken 

measures to ensure your safety no matter where you go 
throughout the world. Should your beacon be activated dur- 
ing an emergency while in the U.S., or anywhere else in the 
world, your beacon signal will be picked up via satellite by 
rescue units. It will also inform them with which country it is 
registered, who is in distress and who to contact. This 
applies to all 406 MHz beacons — emergency position indi- 
cating radio beacons (EPIRBs), personal locator beacons 
(PLBs) and emergency locator transmitters (ELTs). 


Please note: Most people forget to provide emergency 
contacts when registering their beacon, so there is no one to 
call during an emergency. Please remember to provide this 
information, because it could mean the difference between 
life and death. 

For more information, call 1-800-727-9414, or log onto 
http://beacons.nss.gc.ca/Logon.asp?lang=e @ 


a8 
AR Awards banqlee and 
fanous presentations : 


_* international speakers 


* inter-agency cooperation  —_—-+ ground / air / mar 


* prevention best practices ¢ SAR dogs 


| ¢ new SAR initiatives fund * and much more ! 


‘Plan to attend — register now 


_www.nss.gc.ca * 1-800 - 727-9414 * sarscene@nss.gc.ca 


Co-hosted by the National Search and Rescue Secretariat and the 
Search and Rescue Association of Alberta. 
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NEW SAR /N/TIATIVES FUND 


The following five projects are 
supported by the New Search 
and Rescue Initiatives Fund. 


Trunk Mobile Radios 
for primary maritime 
search and rescue 
resources in 


Nova Scotia 
by Peter Stow 


Beginning in 2000, the Nova Scotia 
government instituted its 800 MHz 
trunked mobile radio (TMR) system. 
This system replaced the old VHF 
radio network and is now the 
communication medium for the RCMP, 
Emergency Measures Organization, 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Emergency Health Services (ambu- 
lance) and most local police and fire 
agencies in Nova Scotia. 

In June 2003, TMR units were 
placed aboard all shore-based 
primary maritime search and 
rescue (SAR) resources in Nova 
Scotia thanks to funding provided by 
the National SAR Secretariat's New 
SAR Initiatives Fund. These radios 
provide direct, on-scene communica- 
tions between Canadian Coast Guard 
lifeboats and inshore rescue boats 
and other agencies participating in a 
SAR incident. The radios have proved 
to be a great success and have been 
used in several multi-agency search 
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The Trunked Mobile Radio system (TMR) 


has improved communications and 
interoperability between agencies. 


and rescue operations. 

On Christmas Eve 2003, the 
Halifax Joint Rescue 
Co-ordination Centre (JRCC) was 
asked to assist the RCMP ina 
missing person case just outside of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. The 52-foot 
Coast Guard Vessel SAMBRO was 
tasked to proceed to the coastal area 
and work with the RCMP. The TMR 
system enabled the SAMBRO and 
RCMP ashore to have continuous 
direct communication which greatly 
enhanced the coordinated effort of the 
two different agencies. 

Prior to the installation of TMR 
technology, communications would 
have been via cellular telephone or 
through third parties on separate radio 
networks, both of which have 
operational limitation during a SAR 
incident. 

Interoperability is a key issue for all 


search and rescue agencies. 

Thanks to the Nova Scotia Trunk 
Mobile Radio system and the National 
Search and Rescue Secretariat, SAR 
communications between Canadian 
Coast Guard lifeboats and Inshore 
Rescue Boats, and other agencies is 
now much more efficient. 

Project Number: CCG 1/02 @ 


Weatheradio soon to 
be broadcasting in the 
Inuktitut language 


Weatheradio, a Meteorological 
Service of Canada (MSC) project 
funded by the New SAR Initiatives 
Fund, has entered a new phase: 
broadcasting in Inuktitut. 

When the first Weatheradios were 
installed in Cape Dorset, Rankin Inlet 
and Arviat regions in June 2002, it 
was known the next challenge would 
be to find common weather 
terminology that could be understood 
by many of the Inuktitut dialects. 

Programming tests were conducted 
in November 2003 to make sure the 
broadcasts in Inuktitut will run 
smoothly and Environment Canada 
officials are hoping more in-depth 
testing can be done soon. 

Weatheradio is a broadcast 
service located on the VHF-FM radio 
band and operates 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

The automated system 


Ee ee 


NEW SAR INITIATIVES FUND 


broadcasts the latest weather — 
observations, public and marine 
forecasts, and warnings for specific 
areas of the country. 

By broadcasting in Inuktitut, the MSC 
hopes weather-related injuries and 
deaths will be reduced because a 
greater percentage of the Northern 
population will now have access to 
up-to-date weather forecasts. 
Project Number: EC 1/00 @ 


New training 
improves inter-agency 
co-operation 


Newfoundland and Labrador is 
improving interoperability within the 
province by a new training initiative 
project sponsored by the RCMP and 
funded by the New SAR Initiatives 
Fund. 

Called the Joint Police/Volunteer 
Training Initiative, the project was 
developed to bring people together 
from various search and rescue 
agencies across the province for a 
two-week intensive training course. 

Intended for RCMP officers, Royal 
Newfoundland Constabulary officers, 
volunteer search and rescue groups, 
Canadian Coast Guard officers, Parks 
Canada wardens, provincial wildlife 
authorities and aboriginal group 
leaders, the course encompasses 
search management, search manager 
technology and the incident command 
system. 


Not only will this build a common 
training platform for all groups, but it 
will build stronger relationships among 
different SAR groups across the 
province. 

Project number: RCMP 1/03 @ 


SAR COP project 
trains volunteers for 
new role in search and 
rescue 


The RCMP in 
Alberta has found a 
novel way to handle 
the increase in the 
number of search 
and rescue 
incidents, coupled 
with a decrease in 
resources: train 
qualified volunteers 
to act as a 
volunteer search 
and rescue air 
crew. 


and night time flight orientation. 

A new Forward Looking Infrared 
component was added to this 
project to allow for the expansion of 
capabilities across Canada utilizing 
police resources. 

With funding from the New SAR 
Initiatives Fund, this project will 
promote effective partnerships and 
inter-agency cooperation. 

The RCMP helicopter tasked with 
SAR responsibilities for Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba is 


Photos courtesy of RCMP Constable Rick Tyefisher 
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The RCMP has a_ Through a combination of classroom theory and hands-on 


provincial mandate 
for search and 
rescue involving missing persons, and 
this project will deal with decreased 
resources and increase in SAR 
incidents by integrating civilian 
volunteers into an RCMP mandate. 
Course participants will take part in a 
combination of classroom theory, 
aircrew role-playing, demonstrations, 
hands-on practice sessions, and day 


SAR air crew. 


practice, participants will be trained as qualified as a volunteer 


located in Edmonton, meaning the 
distance travelled to an incident is 
often great, and response time is 
slower. With trained and accredited 
spotters across the provinces, 
response times and resources will be 
improved. 

Project number: RCMP 1/01 @ 
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DogSpeak database 
established for SAR dog 
teams across Ontario 


A new database of search and rescue 
dog and handler teams, sponsored by 
Emergency Measures Ontario (EMO), 
has been created to 
manage these resources 
more efficiently. 

The DogSpeak 
database, funded by the 
New SAR Initiatives Fund, will establish 
the known availability of SAR dog teams, 
including skills, qualifications, mobility 
and location. 

Prior to this project, there was no 
central registry of qualifications and call- 
out information for dogs and handlers. 

According to Staff Sergeant Larry Bigley 
of the O.P.P. Canine Unit, the data- 
base "will provide accurate profiles on 
search and rescue specialties and cer- 
tifications of individual canine teams 
across the province, by both location 
and skill." 

Once established in Ontario, this 
project will have application across 
Canada. 

Ultimately, this project could help 
establish consistent national criteria for 
SAR dog standards, testing, 
communications strategies, protocols 
and record keeping. 

Project number: ON 3/03 @ 


www.opp.ca/programsandservices 


For more information about these projects, go to 


Photo by Sue Hall 


Photos courtesy of the Search and 
Rescue Dog Association of Alberta 


www.nss.gc.ca/site/newSARInitiatives/NIFreports_e.asp to search 


final reports by fiscal year and project number. 


Early reg 
ends Aug 


New 


MISSION 


Photo by Captain Ray Stockermans 
Coast Guard Officer Scott Miller uses SMMS at JRCC 
Trenton, during a SAR case. 


he search and rescue mission man- 

agement system (SMMS), developed 

by the Canadian Forces and Canadian 
Coast Guard, is enhancing the way search 
and rescue (SAR) co-ordination centres 
control Canada's SAR services. 


Captain Rob Mulholland won the 2003 Agatha Bystram 
award for his work in this system's development. The 
annual award recognizes leadership in information 
management, and is named for Agatha Bysiram, a 
pioneer in the management of federal government 
information. 

As project manager for the past 12 months, Capt. 
Mulholland and his team, along with the SAR Network 
Operations Control Centre staff in Trenton, have ensured 
that all Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centres (JRCCs) and 
primary SAR resources have the same information 
necessary to carry out an efficient mission. 

The SMMS records, stores and allows quick retrieval of 
information that enables the appropriate resources to be 
tasked during an incident. As well, it enables a more 
efficient method of passing information to rescue crews. 


SAR TECHNOLOGY 


SYSTEM MODERNIZES 
CO"°OoORDINATION 


Major Pat McSorley, former Officer in Charge at Joint 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre (JRCC) Victoria, says this 
system makes the controller's job easier because all the 
tools he needs are in one place. 

Tools such as electronic case logs, mapping software, SAR 
unit data, contacts, information on the missing craft, sighting 
reports are features the coordinator has access to through 
SMMS. In the past, a variety of paper logs and folders, 
rolodexes, marine and aeronautical chart cabinets and such 
were needed. 

"These old methods are kept in reserve in case of an 
emergency, but the reliability of the SMMS and the back-up 
systems in place make their requirement unlikely," 

Maj. McSorley noted. 

Not only does it improve information management and 
allow more efficient communications, but the system will be 
instrumental in evaluating future SAR techniques and 
procedures. 


Fitting the pieces together 

"When you're looking for a lost or downed aircraft, it's very 
much like putting the pieces of a puzzle together," said Capt. 
Mulholland. "So by ensuring that everyone is on the same 
page and has all the information, we're making sure that 
everyone has all the pieces they need." 

Roch Carrier, National Librarian and Chair of the Council of 
Federal Libraries who presented the award, said "Captain 
Mulholland should be congratulated for his dedication and 
commitment to integrating and managing this critical system 
which will help Canada's search and rescue services save 
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thousands of lives." 

The system runs 24 hours a day, seven days a week and 
is the principal operational too! that controllers use to 
manage federal SAR operations in Canada. 

"The system has proven itself and has made the complex, 
busy job of co-ordinating SAR cases — inherently a dynamic 
and often hectic business — more efficient," said Maj. 
McSorley. 
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BOOK REVIEW, 
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AUXILIO SEMPER — The Canadian Coast 


Guard 1962-2002 


by Derek Smith 


account to strike the correct 

balance between interesting 
narrative and repetitive facts. Charles 
Maginley has done an 
excellent, seamanlike job of work in 
Auxilio Semper, his account of the activi- 
ties, structure and ships of the Canadian 
Coast Guard since its inception in 1962. 

Aimed at those with some basic 
knowledge or interest in the service, he has 
tried to cover all aspects of the Coast Guard's 
work, and the many reorganizations which 
have affected it during its first forty years as a 
single entity. Two brief chapters cover the 
growth of maritime trade and fishing in Canadian waters 
and of the development of government owned, civil 
marine services required to administer them and keep 
them safe. 

The 1962 decision that all the Department of 
Transport's vessels would henceforth be administered by 
one body and would be known as the Canadian Coast 
Guard, provided the foundations of the large, multi-func- 
tion organization we have today. Subsequent chapters 
give a very readable insight into some of the decisions 
and debates which followed as the service grew and 
encompassed more, and more varied tasks. 

One of the most pleasing aspects of the book is the 


EREK SMITH IS AN 
officer of the United 
Kingdom Coastguard 


(HM Coastguard) who is on 
a two year exchange with 
the National Search and 
Rescue Secretariat. Priorto 
coming to Ottawa, Officer | 
Smith was the Regional 
Inspector of Coastguards for the South East of England 
with responsibility for three marine rescue 

co-ordination centres, the Dover Strait Traffic Separation 
scheme VTS, 30 coastal rescue teams and a mix of 
Marine and air SAR units. 


t is always difficult in a factual 


inclusion of short biographies of notable 
personalities such as the redoubtable 

Captain Joseph E. Bernier, an Arctic 
mariner with few equals, or Captain 
Eric Brand and Admiral Anthony 

Storrs who did so much to get the 
Coast Guard off to a sound start in 
the '60s. 
gaan Training and the multitude of 
cog shore-based branches which have 

coalesced with the fleet to form 

the present day service, its move 
from Transport to Fisheries and Oceans, and 
the political pressures which have affected it are cov- 
ered succinctly. There are, of course, narratives covering 
the birth of the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary and 
some of the notable incidents in which it, and its regular 
‘parent’ have been involved, some successful, some 
sadly not, but all testing to crews and ships. 

| enjoyed reading Auxilio Semper, and as a newcomer 
to SAR in Canada, it gave me a better understanding of 
how the Coast Guard, its Auxiliary partner and its shore 
infrastructure got to be the way it is. The timing of the 
book is particularly appropriate as a new reorganization 
as a Special Operating Agency is afoot and possible 
involvement in marine security looms on the horizon. | 
would recommend the book to all those interested in 
Canada's maritime rescue and safety services. m 


SARSCENE 2004 


Join in the 
SAR Games, 
Wednesday, 
October 13 
in Calgary. 


www.nss.gc.ca ° 1-800-727-9414 * sarscene@nss.gc.ca 


Co-hosted by the National Search and Rescue Secretariat and the 
Search and Rescue Association of Alberta. 
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Remembering a hero — 
Tribute to Al Banky 


by Marie Woodruff 


I! the early 1990s, SARSCENE magazine ran a few 
articles by Master Corporal (later Sergeant) Al Banky, 
a SAR Tech with 442 Squadron in Comox. 

Four of these were: "When the Bubble Bursts: Critical 
Incident Stress Management - An Insider's View;" 
"Blood, Sweat and Imitation Tears;" "An Unchanged 
Mission — 50 Years of Lifesaving;" and, my favourite, 
"672 Peg-legged Pirates." The last two appeared in a 
special issue in 1997, commemorating the 50" 
anniversary of Canadian Forces SAR. Al's work also 
appeared in other publications, including Sentinel, 
Airforce and CFB Comox's base newspaper, Totem 
Times. | enjoyed his articles and he was a good, 
informative writer. 

| met Sgt. Banky in 1998 when | was a Civil Air Search 
and Rescue Association (CASARA) administration 
officer and he was posted to the Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre in Victoria. He retired that year to join the Victoria 
Police Department, and later became a staff officer at 
the Sidney Air Cadet squadron. In June 2003, then a 
Lieutenant, he was awarded the Queen's Golden Jubilee 
Medal. 

Al died on October 11, 2003 of a heart attack at the 
age of 39. Nearly 1,000 people attended the funeral 
despite pouring rain. 

| attended the funeral and reception where friends, 
family and colleagues stood before the gathering to tell 
some of their favourite stories about him. 

Quite a few of Al's fellow rescuers were also there and 
| was impressed to see a Meritorious Service Cross, a 
Chief of Defence Staff Commendation, a Commander- 
in-Chief Unit Commendation, a Meritorious Service 
Medal, and at least three Medals of Bravery on various 
uniforms. 

These are tangible symbols of appreciation from the 
nation for their heroic acts, but much of their work still 
goes unrecognized. 

One of Al's closest friends is Sgt. Dale Robillard, an 
instructor at the Canadian Forces School of Search and 


Rescue. | showed him a poem 
| wrote after the loss of 
Labrador 305, and he urged 
me to read it out loud to the 
gathering. | did and it was well 
received. Talking to Dale 
later, | said | felt "a bit awk- 
ward around all of you ‘profes- 
sional rescuers.’ I'm just a volunteer." He disagreed 
and assured me that volunteers are just as valuable as 
the "paid professionals." All of us, working as a team, 
are crucial to the success of search and rescue...that 
others may live. 


Working as a team 

CASARA members receive the same spotter training 
as the Canadian Forces. Mentally, it's a very 
demanding task, requiring total concentration; shifts are 
20 minutes long. You're flying over a search area, 
scouring land, sea or coastline for that one sign or 
signal you need to see. The casualty still has to be 
rescued and almost certainly needs medical attention. 

But half the mission is now complete, and the SAR 45 
Techs and other aircrew are much more alert and 
prepared than if they'd had to do all the searching 
themselves. 

For the last few years, CASARA has been an official 
part of the Canadian Forces annual SAREX and 
competition, and | believe this is a reflection of our 
worth. I'm proud to be part of it, and the words of this 
SAR Tech made me feel like | really do belong. = 
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Marie Woodruff is with Aircrew/Search 
H@/Administration of the B.C. Provincial Emergency 
Program (Air), CASARA Vancouver Island Zone, 
Victoria, B.C. 
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ATRORAFT TOING 


reezing rain makes for slick 

roads and terrible driving 

conditions, but what happens 
when you combine freezing 
precipitation and flying? 


It leads to serious problems that Environment Canada's 
Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC) spent four 
months researching. 

From November 2003 until February 2004, the MSC was 
one of the agencies leading a major North American study 
to better understand aircraft icing and hazardous winter 
weather. 

Aircraft icing forms when 
airplanes encounter freezing 
precipitation or cloud droplets 
with temperatures colder than 
O°C. Ice can attach to the wings, | 
tail and windshield, making flying | 
dangerous. 

Icing has led to an average of 
30 deaths and 14 injuries in the 
United States each year. 
Statistics for Canada show an 
average of 50 fatalities 
each year. 


Five research planes 

The $3 million study, with partial funding from the New 
SAR Initiatives Fund, was conducted near Montreal's 
Mirabel airport because of the high occurrence of freezing 
precipitation — approximately 50-75 hours each year — 
and because this area around the Great Lakes is a high air 
traffic region. Within North America, only Newfoundland 
and Labrador has more hours of precipitation, with 150 
hours a year. 

The study had five research planes set to take off from 
Ottawa, Ontario; Cleveland, Ohio; and Bangor, Maine 
during storm conditions to collect storm data from different 
heights in the atmosphere on flights to Montreal. 

The study made use of data collected in-flight as well as 
on the ground. This information will help researchers better 
understand weather formations, including places where 
freezing precipitation is more common, and the reasons 
for this. 


dangerous icing conditions 
‘ erature is below 


Ice accumulation 

Dr. George Isaac, Senior Cloud Physics Research 
Scientist with the MSC, gave a presentation on aircraft 
icing at the SARSCENE 2003 workshop. He talked about 
the importance of this study and said the majority of 
accidents occur in private and not commercial aviation. 

Aircraft icing is a major problem, but accidents are not 
necessarily caused by ice accumulation. Even a small 
amount of ice, he said, can decrease fuel efficiency and 
affect the pilot's ability to manoeuvre an aircraft, and pilots 
must be aware of their aircraft's certification for flying in 
icing conditions. 

Further, Dr. Isaac stressed the need to improve current 
icing forecasts. Because of the difficulty of producing such 
forecasts, they have been traditionally conservative, 
forecasting a potential hazard over a larger than necessary 
region. Significant improvements have 
been made in the numerical weather 
forecast models to help solve this 
problem. 

Ultimately, this study will improve air 
travel safety through better forecasts 
and detection of winter weather hazards. 

Other Canadian partners in the study 
include Transport Canada, Department 
of National Defence, Communications 
Research Centre, McGill University and 
Trent University. Major American part- 


ners include the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Association, National Science Foundation and the Federal 
Aviation Administration. @ 


Even a small amount of ice can decrease fuel efficiency and 
affect a pilot’s ability to fly an aircraft. 
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